Living Death, Defying Death: 


A Report on Political Prisoners 


Captive 


!am detained amidst four walls 
Like an eclipsed sun 

Struggle between life and death 
Conflict of detention and freedom 
Defeat in victory 

Struggle to defeat defeat 


Though caged 

| aspire for freedom like a captured tiger 
Till when is this eclipse 

When will become a free man? 


Iam confident of 

Winning this war of doubts 

It is the time which determines 
Darkness and light 

And the struggle which decides 
Victory and defeat 

Nobody can stop the flow of time 
No force can withstand struggles 
Eclipse cannot last long 

I cannot but become a free bird 
This is a law of nature 

A result of dawns 
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I see prison as a small microcosm of the big picture 
—the struggle for the liberation of the oppressed 


—Shujaa Graham (exonerated death row inmate) 
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The Last Petition of Bhagat Singh 
(20th March, 1931) 


“Let us declare that the state of war does exist and shall exist so long as 
the Indian toiling masses and the natural resources are being exploited 
by a handful of parasites. They may be purely British Capitalists, or 
mixed British and Indian, or even purely Indian. They may be carrying 
on their insidious exploitation through mixed or even on purely Indian 
bureaucratic apparatus. All these things make no difference. No matter, 
if your Government tries and succeeds in winning over the leaders of 
the upper strata of the Indian Society through petty concessions’ and 
compromises and thereby causes a temporary demoralization in the 
main body of the forces. No matter, if once again the vanguard of the Indian movement, the 
Revolutionary Party, finds itself deserted in the thick of the war. No matter if the leaders to whom 
personally we are much indebted for the sympathy and feelings they expressed for us, but nevertheless 
we cannot overlook the fact that they did become so callous as to ignore and not to make a mention 
in the peace negotiation of even the homeless, friendless and penniless of female workers who are 
alleged to be belonging to the vanguard and whom the leaders consider to be enemies of their 
utopian non-violent cult which has already become a thing of the past; the heroines who had 
ungrudgingly sacrificed or offered to sacrifice their husbands, brothers, and all that were nearest 
and dearest to them, including themselves, whom your government has declared to be outlaws. No 
matter, if your agents stoop so low as to fabricate baseless calumnies against their spotless characters 
to damage their character and their party’s reputation. The war shall continue. 

It may assume different shapes at different times. It may become now open, now hidden, 
now purely agitational, now fierce life and death struggle. The choice of the course, whether 
bloody or comparatively peaceful, which it should adopt rests with you. Choose whichever you like. 
But that war shall be incessantly waged without taking into consideration the petty (illegible) and 
the meaningless ethical ideologies. It shall be waged ever with new vigour, greater audacity and 
unflinching determination till the Socialist Republic is established and the present social order is 
completely replaced by a new social order, based on social prosperity and thus every sort of 
exploitation is put an end to and the humanity is ushered into the era of genuine and permanent 
peace. In the very near fut@aaisata it ont arrived at. 

The days of capitz ar neither began 
with us nor is it going to enc toric events and 
the existing environments in that has very 
accurately been beautifiec ic but no less 
sacrifice of Comrade Bhag Azad. 

As to the question 


cided to put us 
to death, you will certainly « is the greatest 
justification in this world. \ : uiding motto. 
The whole of our trial was j Community Health Cell g to the verdict 
of your court we had wage Library and Information Centre o be treated as 
such. We claim to be shot # 359, "Srinivasa Nilaya" that you really 
meant what your court ha Jakkasandra 1st Main, 
1st Block, K , 
BANGALORE - 560 034. 


Ph : 2553 15 18 / 2552 5372 
e-mail : chc @sochara.org 


Let life be dead, 
but death must not be allowed to live. 
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Prologue 


Gursharan Singh 


Many of the dialogues and situations in my plays are so true to life. It seems to me like 
Afzal is repeating the dialogue in my play which | wrote many years ago: 

Main Nahin Chahta Yeh Nafrat Ka Danga 

Yeh Jalta Shaer, Yeh Maut Ka Manga 

That he distastes the hatred abounding the Indian society, the violence that he was 
subjected to by the security forces and the death the Courts and the so-called “collective 
conscience” of the country bestowed him. 

A story that sounds very theatrical, except for Mohd Afzal, his family, fellow Kashmiris 
and those Indians who are disturbed by the facts of the case, rightly raises larger questions 
on Indian democracy. And history will not forgive if we fail to address them. 

It cannot be a simpler narrative than this: when the country needed to have been told 
unequivocally who attacked the Parliament house, the investigative officers do a shoddy 
business, get hold of a surrendered militant to own up a crime he never did, make him confess 
to the whole nation under duress and finally condemn him to death. And what is more 
important are the questions that confronts us. With deep anger, inside, on the cruelty that 
Afzal had to face in life, | would invite your attention to the concerns which have been 
disturbing me ever since | came across the facts of the case. 

Let me put them one by one: 3 

When we know that Afzal did not have a lawyer to defend his case we cannot hang him 

When we know right to a lawyer-is a fundamental right in this country and when Afzal 
named four lawyers, none of their services were made available for him 

When we know Afzal was forced to accept the charges while his family was hijacked and 
kept in the custody of the notorious STF (State Task Force) 

When we know Afzal was forced into making a confession before the media , which the 
Courts found was illegal as it would prejudice the case against the accused 

When we know that police carried out a shoddy and illegal investigation and Court had 
noted with concern about the police forging evidences and lying on oath before the court 

When we know that the chief investigating officer of the case, ACP Rajbir Singh has been 
removed from the Special Cell of Delhi Police for facing serious corruption charges 

When we know that the police officer in STF Davinder Sing confessing in hidden cameras 
to national TV channels that he poured petrol in Afzal’s anus and tortured him, that we can’t 
ignore the torture and trauma that Afzal had to go through 

When we know from Afzal that he brought Mohammad, the leader of the 5 men who 
attacked the Parliament, did so on the order of STF officers in Kashmir 


Gursharan Singh is veteran theatre personality in Punjab. A house-hold name of peoples’ 
theatre, Gursharan Singh, has spoken firmly on topics from feudalism to rights of people. He 
is the founding President of Society for the Protection of Detainees’ and Prisoners’ Rights 
(SPDPR). 
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When we know that Afzal is also a victim of the reality of Kashmir which had been 
witnessing a conflict; that every Kashmiri Muslim is seen as a potential terrorist under the 
politics of jingoism and state terror which go often unaccounted and unchallenged 

When we know the fact that none of the 80 prosecution witnesses ever alleged that Afzal 
was in any way associated or belonged to any terrorist organisation 

When we know that Supreme Court categorically stated that there was NO evidence to 
show that Mohammad Afzal was a member of any banned organisation 

When we know that the Supreme Court gave death penalty holding that “there is no 
direct evidence against Afzal”, but, because it found necessary to do so to suffice the “collective 
consciousness of the nation” and so on 

When we know that ever since Afzal’s death sentence was announced, the security 
agencies have been feeding stories of threat and fear about the imminent attack on key 
airports or other important places by the Jaish-e-Mohammad so as to get Afzal released. 
That nothing happened henceforth—no bomb/fidayeen attack or hijacking—showed the 
motivated interests that was working behind to foment hatred against Afzal 

For a person like me who has done over 9,000 performances in every nook and cranny of 
the country in a span of over 50 years in active theatre, and understanding the pulses of 
people, let me warn you with caution: People do no forget stories of injustice. And when 
these wounds are done to its people by a country itself, it becomes a crime, of serious 
proportions. Hanging Afzal not only sends a wrong message to the people of Kashmir, it also 
exposes India’s claim of her adherence to the norms of rule of law and justice. Afzal’s case 
should not go down in history as a blot on Indian democracy which many of the international 
media houses and civil liberties organizations have already started calling. 

People who demand for Afzal’s blood are arguing that showing justice to Afzal would 
send out a message internationally that India is acting soft on terror. Let me ask them one 
question. My Punjab has produced enviable number of martyrs for the country during its 
freedom struggle. Aity true nationalistic concern should be in the name of the legacy of these 
freedom fighters and not in the name of United States and its self imposed war against 
terrorism. If we are truly nationalists shouldn’t we be worrying about what would hanging 
Afzal, by denying him every fundamental rights, do to the legacy of our martyrs who fought 
for these rights? | appeal to one and all to come out of their false nationalistic notions by 
refusing to get carried away by the arguments like soft on terror, weak state etc. | understand 
itis a tough battle for many of you to see through the huge disinformation campaign on Afzal 
and fight the prejudices that it has created within each of us. But there is no choice than to 
take this bold and right step to safeguard the rights and freedom of the country. 

My reason as a theatre person to be an associate of a group that takes up prisoners’ 
rights is that if there are wrongs happening in our society we can’t shut our eyes and look the 
other way. It is our bounden duty to convey to the people what is right. And for the same 
reason, | appeal to whichever profession you are from, film, literature, business, politics, 
academics, medical or anyone for that matter, to speak against the wrongs. 

| Recently | came across a news item which made me happy. It said how Indian Prime 
Minister Manmohan Singh’s youngest daughter, Amrit Singh is fighting for the prisoners rights 
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in the United States. As a staff counsel with the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU), Amrit 
headed the team of attorneys whose dogged persistence has forced the US government to 
release documents that point to prisoner abuse and torture. She obtained nearly 90,000 
pages of government documents. The documents were released only after a federal court 
ordered the Pentagon and other government agencies to comply with the rights of people. 
When the acts of Amrit Singh makes some positive impacts on hundreds of prisoners, the 
inactivity of her father, Manmohan Singh, makes the lives of hundreds of prisoners miserable. 
Afzal’s story is a cold reminder in this vain. A victim of false nationalism. | am forced to ask: 
Aren't all those who are complicit to such insensitive, inaction / amnesia, victims of false 
nationalism? 

There was no attempt to give him a lawyer when he was denied one. There was no attempt 
to check the venomous communal campaign against him. There was no attempt to stop the 
Abu-Garib-style torture Afzal was subjected to. Rather the government awarded the officers 
gallantry medals. Between the two Punjabis, | feel happier and proud for a highly sensitive 
rights lawyer, Amrit Singh, than to a much-hailed economist, Prime Minister. 

Not very late, only in the last winter, | read the statements of Manmohan Singh in Amritsar. 
He said how he visualized a larger people-to-people contact across the troubled borders and 
often thought of a day when people freely have their breakfast iff Amritsar, lunch in Lahore 
and dinner in Kabul. When he makes statements like this | wish he is not doing it for media 
attention and popular reasons, but that he really means it. And if he does, he cannot turn a 
blind eye at the numerous hundreds of prisoners languishing in Indian jails for political reasons, 
denied of their very basic rights. He also cannot ignore the campaign SPDPR is spearheading 
for Afzal. Even the Constitutional rights that he deserves are violated. When the country 
continues to retain Afzal under death-row and many more behind Indian prisons, how can 
Manmohan Singh dream of borders turning people-friendly? Rather, it creates many more 
borders afresh in peoples’ minds. | 

As the country passed through her 60° year of Independence what is at stake are the 
principles of Indian democracy. Let me also remind you of another landmark in our shared 
history of struggles against colonial oppression. And this is one aspect that has kept my 
conscience alive. And | am sure it will rekindle your spirits too. This year marks the 150" 
anniversary of our First War of Independence against colonial oppression. Exactly 150 years 
before, British colonialism had ordered the hanging of 30000 fighters—most of them were 
butchers by profession—who stood with Late Bahadur Shah Zafar in the rebellion against 
colonialism. It was from one of the courts in Delhi—today known as Tis Hazari—that this 
order was passed and executed. Today we are commemorating the memory of that supreme 
sacrifice. | am told that the government is setting aside 50 crore rupees for this purpose. For 
reliving the memory of those people who stood for our rights, for justice, for defying death! 
More significantly this year is also the 76" martyrdom day of Shaheed Bhagat Singh. And the 
birth centenary of this great freedom fighter. And | am again told that the government has 
elaborate arrangements to commemorate the sacrifice and ideals of this great son of our 
country. It is the sacrifices and selfless lives of all these heroes that have made today India 
possible. My prayer is that let not their sacrifices go in vain! 


Political Prisoners: Past and Present 


Prof. Jagmohan 


India has a long history of struggle against British colonial rule which also meant a 
struggle against the values and systems established by it to perpetuate its exploitation. 
During the freedom struggle new values were established, which empowered people to 
continue their relentless effort to be masters of their destiny. Thus a set of principles 
were established as a result of the sacrifices and dedicated efforts of many. 

As per PART [IV-A] Article 51 A of the Indian Constitution, every citizen has the duty: 
“(b) To cherish and follow the noble ideals which inspired our national struggle for 
freedom.” Thus as we are bound to perform this duty, we must know what those noble 
ideals are. 

Let us have a very brief look at the past history. During the British rule, the policy of 
free trade was applied with full force between 1813 to 1833. This meant the opening up 
of the Indian market for the import of finished British goods, like cloth, into India and the 
export of natural resources like ores etc. for British industry. Agricultural practices were 
changed to produce such crops as were either required for their industry such as Neel 
(indigo) etc or were required for commercial profit such as opium. Thus commercial 
transformation of agriculture along with free trade resulted in joblessness on a mass 
scale and caused widespread poverty. 

During the British globalization and free trade regime, the Indian masses were to 
suffer due to cyclic famines followed by deaths and malnutrition, which made them easy 
victims of epidemics like plague, cholera and flue. This was happening on a regular basis. 
Social scientists like Mike Davis and Amartya Sen have now proved that this was caused 
by policies of imperial exploitation. These policies reduced the purchasing power of the 
people, and hence even when food was available, people did not have the Capacity to 
purchase it and thus died of hunger. These sufferings were further increased by the 
bureaucratic apathy. | 

Tilak, after a detailed analysis of the situation concluded, that the masses can only be 
alleviated from their suffering if “Swaraj” is achieved. To this Morley responded in a 
statement to the House of Commons that ‘there is a strong group in India which wants 
us to rule efficiently, which will mean the end of British Rule’. 

= when in 1921, Mahatma Gandhi announced that he would “achieve Swaraj in a 
year”, there was great enthusiasm to support him whole heartedly. The withdrawal of 
the non co-operation movement without fulfilment of the promise caused great agony 
Fhe cheatiiiicat, pc al oti: had fully supported the effort of Gandhiji. 
between the Revolutionaries and Genal nie ellen a ap eee 
was agreed that the British Rule must end bub.th se sede ee conn Coe 
ib be raul by. There Wak te room ere were differences as to what it was 

also, that the fate of the common Indian 
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must be changed for the better. Swaraj was seen as a solution which would bring prosperity 
to every one in India. But the differences were as to how it would be achieved. Even 
within the Revolutionary groups, there was an evolution of this solution. As various 
attempts failed to yield results, and more of the world experience became available, the 
ideal of an independent India became much clearer to the revolutionaries. 

The result of this awareness was the formation of the Hindustan Socialist Republican 
Association (HSRA) on 8-9 September, 1928 at Firozeshah Kotla, Delhi. This was led by 
. Shahid Bhagat Singh and Shahid Chandrashekhar Azad. The establishment of a Socialist 
society was taken to be the alternative to end imperial exploitation. The HSRA addressed 
the masses through their actions and propagated their ideals. 

Various British institutions were challenged and the fake hopes and fears being built 
around them were exposed. The police system was challenged when a top leader like 
Lala Lajpat Rai became a victim to its inhumanness. The Central Assembly was awakened 
at a time when the point of view of the Indian representatives was ignored and repressive 
laws were being imposed through ordinances. The jail system was challenged and was 
got modified so as to make it non restrictive on political workers. The justice system was 
exposed, as being biased against political workers and supportive of the machinery of 
exploitation. 3 

One of the documents which boldly declares the meaning of governance in 
juxtaposition with people’s democratic rights is the Oath taken by the Indian people on 
the First ‘Complete Independence Day’ - 26" January, 1930. Unfortunately this one 
document has been missing from official histories since then, for obvious reasons. This 
oath was drafted by Mahatma Gandhi and handed over to Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru, then 
Congress president, with instructions to be read only and not discussed. 

The opening paragraph of this oath reads as follows: 

“We believe that it is the inalienable right of the Indian people as of any other people, 
to have freedom and to enjoy the fruits of their toil and have the necessities of life, so that 
they may have full opportunities of growth. We believe also that if any government deprives 
a people of these rights and oppresses them, the people have a further right to alter it or 
to abolish it.... “ 7 

This document was the product of intense debate and the issues raised with clarity by 
Bhagat Singh and his comrades. The supreme sacrifice of Shahid Jatin Das on 13° 
September, 1929 after 63 days of Hunger strike for the rights of political workers was a 
great political moment. The unprecedented reception to his dead body throughout the 
journey from Lahore to Kolkata showed that the message of Bhagat Singh and his comrades 
was adopted by the masses. If at Lahore 2 lakh people saluted and bade farewell, then 6 
lakhs received him at Kolkata. On the way, every station had lakhs of people waiting to 
pay tribute to him .The slogans of “Down with Imperialism” and “Long Live Revolution” 
became the war cry of the freedom struggle. 

This spirit of the nation overwhelmed the Lahore Congress Session of December 1929 
to such an extent that the vacillation of the Congress between ‘Dominion Status’ and 
‘Complete Independence’ was resolved in favour of Complete Independence and that 
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too “by all means”. The amendment to drop the phrase “by all means” by Gandhiji was 
defeated. This made him state that “I have burnt my boats on the midnight of 31° 
December and have to become an Independence-wala.” Thus the oath quoted above 
was the acceptance of a basic principle, as anything less than that would not have satisfied 
the expectations of the people. 

It is important to note that the society can only advance if free debate is perpetuated, 
even at the cost of inconvenience. Bhagat Singh’s revolutionism means solving social, 
political and economic problems by addressing the fundamental cause. He has further 
stated that “Philanthropy does not bring any good to the people. The people can be 
benefited only by a social change which is brought about by an effort of scientific social 
dynamic force.” 

It is to be noted that even during the British colonial rule there were 5 to 10 percent 
people who were benefited by their policies. Similar is the result of the current policies. 
To quote the World Bank, “/n India, 35 percent people are having zero purchasing power 
and hence are in absolute poverty in this market economy. There are more than 40 percent 
people who participate in the economy for hardly a few days in a year i.e. during festive 
seasons only. Thus the market economy is for the benefit of less than 20 percent people”. 
The World Bank has recently issued a warning that there has been perpetual disparity in 
Indian society which will further increase during the current economic order, and thus 
will push the Indian masses to the level of Venezuelan poverty in the next 10 to 15 years. 

When the reality of the situation is such, agitations are bound to be intensified. The 
people will apply the rule as stated in the oath quoted above “to alter or abolish the 
government” which fails to provide better living conditions. These principles of freedom 
will be applied with audacity. Such a situation is bound to give rise to debate as well. It is 
only a sincere and honest debate which can lead to a scientific analysis and a correct 
solution. | 

Thus the complexity of the situation demands that free debate should be carried out 
to explore the best solution for the benefit of majority. Avoiding debate and even to the 
extent of suppression of opposing inconvenient views means that one is interested in the 
good of a few. The popular argument, that there is only one alternative, is denying scientific 
understanding. Such an argument actually perpetuates the interests of the selected few. 
lf other alternatives are neglected then such blindness is bound to create more problems 
and social strife than resolve the situation. 

Today the so-called free trade with imperial motive is back. The misery caused by this 
policy is giving rise to intense struggles by all sections of the Indian people. The acute 
_ agrarian distress caused by monopoly agribusiness under the WTO regime and acquisition 
of vast fertile lands for S.E.Z.s, has pushed the farmers to the brink of death. The farmers 
are finding it essential to give a tough struggle even to survive. The barbaric roll back of 
labour laws, which were won through decades of hard struggle, is pushing the employees 
and working class to fight back desperately. Ruthless demolitions and evictions of the 
urban slum dwellers and small shopkeepers in the cosmopolitan centres, to help malls 
and multiplexes is making them restless and forces them to fight. In Orissa, Chhattisgarh 


and Jharkhand where the state is indulging in brutal repression to “facilitate” foreign and 
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Indian big capital to greedily exploit rich mineral resources, the militant struggles of the 
adivasi peoples are strongly emerging. These are all symptoms of the great upheaval 
which may be called the second freedom struggle. A struggle, to establish an order in 
which society would be free from exploitation. 

In such a situation we must also remember that on one hand, the reactionary 
communal and casteist forces are relentlessly active to blunt these struggles. On the 
other the ruling classes suppress the voices of dissent by labelling them as ‘terrorists’ and 
‘criminals’. | 

Hence these words of Bhagat Singh must be remembered, that: 


The people generally get accustomed to the established order of things and begin 
to tremble at the very idea of a change. It is this lethargical spirit that needs be 
replaced by the revolutionary spirit. Otherwise degeneration gains the upper hand 
and the whole humanity is led stray by the reactionary forces. Such a state of affairs 
leads to stagnation and paralysis in human progress. The spirit of Revolution should 
always permeate the soul of humanity, so that the reactionary forces may not 
accumulate (strength) to check its eternal onward march. Old order should change, 
always and ever, yielding place to new, so that one ‘good’ order may not corrupt 
the world. It is in this sense that we raise the shout ‘Long Live Revolution’. 


There could not be a better way of paying homage to these martyrs than by letting 
the people hear the voices of those who are behind the bars today, for political offences, 
especially those incarcerated in the struggle to build socialism. 

It is expected that political debate may be initiated on these points raised herein. 


Prof. Jagmohan, Shahid Bhagat Singh Research Committiee, Luthiana 


You Left Me My Lips 


You took away all the oceans 

And all the room. 

You gave my shoe-size with bars around it 
Where did it get you? Nowhere. 

You left me my lips, and they shape 
Words, even in Silence. 


—Osip Mandelstam 
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Political Imprisonment 
Macaulay Continues to Rule 


Ujjwal Kumar Singh 


Who are political prisoners? Any person, group, class of people who challenge the 
existing social, economic and political order, acting ina manner which does not promote 
self-interest and who are deprived of their freedom because of their political beliefs 
through incarceration and other coercive practices of state are political prisoners. Political 
prisonerhood has always been a contested category. While the state acting in the interest 
of maintaining the existing socio-economic order attempts to portray the resisters as 
‘criminals’, ‘terrorists’, anti-nationals’ etc., the resisters contest such categorisation and 
project themselves as ‘freedom fighters’ and ‘revolutionaries’. 

How does the law in India respond to rebels? The core of criminal law, the Indian 
Penal Code, 1860, as is practiced in India today was drafted in 1837 by the first Law 
Commission of which Macaulay was the President. The Commission laid down the guiding 
principles for dealing with political opponents. The Penal Code has a full chapter on 
‘Offences against the State’. Interestingly, Section 113 (sedition) of the draft, which in 
the course of his trial in Anmedabad in 1922, Gandhi characterized as ‘the prince among 
the political sections of the IPS designed to suppress the liberty of the citizen’, was left 
out of the 1860 Code. It was inserted later as section 124A (sedition) in the chapter 
‘Offences against the state’ by a special Act (XXVII of 1870). Distinguishing between 
‘ordinary’ and ‘state’ crimes, the Law Commission emphasised the need for extraordinary 
measures commensurate with crimes of an exceptional nature. It held that ‘state crimes’ 
or crimes of a political nature were especially ‘heinous and formidable’ and required 
‘strong and sharp’ measures, 

..for state crimes, especially the most heinous and formidable state crimes, 
have this peculiarity, that if they are successfully committed, the criminal is 
almost always secure from punishment. The murderer is in greater danger after 
his victim is dispatched than before. The thief is in greater danger after the 
purse is taken than before. But the rebel is out of danger as soon as he has 
subverted the Government. As the penal law is impotent against a successful 
rebel, it is consequently necessary that it should be made strong and sharp 
against the first beginnings of rebellion, against treasonable designs which have 
been carried no further than plots and preparations. 


It is significant how the Commission exhibits an overriding concern with protecting 
the state against the ‘successful rebel’, for a rebel, unlike the thief and the murderer, it 


argued, is secure from punishment, once the crime is committed, since he has already 
‘subverted’ the government and its law. 


‘ The trials of Tilak and Gandhi were held under section 124 A (sedition). 
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The self-perception of prisoners as ‘political’, as distinguished from ‘criminal’, and their 
struggles to be recognised as such, has a long history synchronous with legal-institutional 
and juridical developments. Put simply, political prisoners have asked that they should 
be treated not as ordinary Criminals, but different - not, in other words, as ‘criminals’ 
pursuing own interests - but, as ‘citizens’, who found unethical to submit to a regime 
which they thought was unjust. If the political prisoners have sought different treatment 
as the recognition of claims to legitimately hold an oppositional/alternative political 
position, the state has consistently sought to exclude such claims hegemonically by edging 
them out from the dialogical space of politics and depoliticising them through 
Ccriminalization. This ongoing contest has produced a terrain fraught with competing 
discourses of (claims to) legitimacy and representation. In 1994 for example, the political 
prisoners of CPI [Marxist-Leninist (People’s War)] demanded among other things that 
‘activists of all revolutionary parties, who [were] in jails as under-trial prisoners and 
convicts, should be recognised as political prisoners’. Reminiscent of the demands made 
by nationalist prisoners during colonial rule, these prisoners demanded the lifting of the 
ban on CPI [ML(PW)] and MCC-Bihar, the withdrawal of conspiracy cases against them 
and other issues relating to conditions of imprisonment including confinement in a 
separate block in jail, lifting of censorship and surveillance by intelligence officers and 
other daily needs. | 

An examination of official sources shows the manner in which the political as well as 
bureaucratic-rational responses of the government towards ‘political imprisonment’ have 
contributed to the affirmation and reinforcement of hierarchies of class, caste, race, and 
gender within prisons. Mass incarcerations 1920s onwards saw a struggle between the 
nationalists and the colonial government over issues of diet, clothing and sleeping 
arragenements. These issues contributed to congealing of specific notions of class based 
on indices of ‘status’, standard of living, food habits etc., and the recognition in the jail 
code of a system of classification based on social class. 

It may be noted that successive governments have never brought a category of ‘political 
prisoner’ in the law books. Discussions among prison administrators and government 
Officials at various points in history have, however, always concerned themselves with 
the treatment of political prisoners. While in the 1902s, there appears to have been no 
attempt to obliterate the difference in official usage between political and ordinary 
prisoners, in later years various euphemistic expressions for political prisoners were 
preferred. While in the late nineteenth century and early twentieth century expressions 
like ‘seditionist’, ‘conspiracy case prisoners’, raj kaidi, state prisoner, and ‘political prisoner’ 
were used, from the 1920s, a more depoliticised vocabulary viz., ‘superior class’ ‘detenu’ 
or ‘security prisoner’ came to be used. Irrespective of such usage, their ‘special’ legal 
position has in most cases, has amounted to more rigorous prison treatment. 

The history of prison regimes and its relationship with political prisoners reflects the 
dominant configuration of power relations in society. From the 1920s to the 1940s, for 
example, the colonial government excluded the revolutionary terrorists and communists, 
branding their activities as ‘conspiratorial’ and ‘dangerous’. In keeping with the spirit of 
Macaulay’s draft penal code of 1837, in the 1920s, the colonial government made 


extensive use of preventive detention laws, particularly (Bengal) Regulation Il of 1818 
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and corresponding Regulations in Madras and Bombay, against revolutionary terrorists 
who were considered more dangerous than the Indian National Congress. The Regulations 
were chosen primarily because they allowed detention for long and unspecified periods. 
The spread of what was construed as ‘seditious ideas’ was considered more ‘virulent’, 
and the concern to contain them was paramount. While the “brainy anarchist and 
intriguer’, as some official communications described the revolutionaries, were kept 
separate from other prisoners, in solitary confinement, they were often also kept together 
as a group in isolated places. Thus they were transported to the Andamans in the nineteen 
twenties, or kept in a separate ‘political prison’ in Hajaribagh Jail in Bihar in later years, in 
camp jails like Deoli in Rajasthan following what was described as the ‘septic tank’ principle 
of isolation, or even in ‘schools for reform and reclamation’ of young revolutionaries as 
in Mahilong in Bengal. The ‘satyagrahis’ or the non-cooperation and civil disobedience 
prisoners as the voluntary jail-goers belonging to the Indian National Congress were called, 
were a different group altogether. The satyagrahis laid claims to political prisonerhood 
and the accordance of differential treatment, commensurate with the nature of their 
offence (non-violent) and their social class. 7 

While consciously avoiding the use of the term political prisoner which would seem 
to imply ‘the recognition of a claim’, the official policy in the twenties towards these 
prisoners, distinguished in practice a ‘special division’ of ‘respectable’ prisoners, identified 
in terms of education and status for preferential treatment. With the ascendance of the 
mass movements in the 1930s and 1940s, and the institution in prison of a class based 
system of classification, large numbers of satyagrahi prisoners were placed in class C, on 
the basis of their social status. The war of attrition between the satyagrahi prisoners 
with the colonial government for differential/preferential treatment as befitted a political 
prisoner continued. The emergence of the national state in 1947 was presented by the 
nationalist elite as a resolution of both the ‘national’ and ‘political questions. Subsequently, 
alongside the class based difference in treatment among political prisoners, the 
criminalisation of political opposition continued. The Communists in late 1940s and the 
naxalites in the late 1960s and early 1970s were subjected to the carceral network of 
state in independent India. | 

The emergency witnessed large scale incarceration of persons belonging to all hues 
of political ideology for opposing the government of the day. Nineteen eighties onwards, 
nationality struggles in different parts of India, in particular in different states of north- 
east India, in Punjab and Jammu and Kashmir, saw different figuration of the political 
prisoner in official policy as entire areas were declared disturbed and people and 
communities rendered suspect, terrorist and anti-national. Not only did colonial laws 
continue to be used, a range of new laws were enacted to keep people in detention, or to 
subject them to extraordinary procedures of arrest and trial under laws like Armed Forces 
Special Powers Act, Disturbed Areas Act, the Terrorist and Disruptive Activities (Prevention) 
Act, the Prevention of Terrorism Act, the Unlawful Activities Prevention, various laws 
enacted by state governments modeled on the above laws (e.g. Chhattisgarh Public 
Security Act), the list is endless. The struggles by landless peasants and tribals for 
livelihood and access to resources, and the Marxist Leninist groups, have continued to be 


repressed, and their members imprisoned under various laws. Their condition of 
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imprisonment is aggravated not only because they do not have the economic means to 
access legal help, civil rights activists, who take up their cause are systematically picked 
up and imprisoned under conditions designed to silence them and debilitate their spirit. 

More than 160 years later, in 2003 while upholding the constitutional validity of an 
extraordinary law (Prevention of Terrorism Act, 2001, henceforth POTA), the Supreme 
Court of India resonated Macaulay’s concerns with protecting the state by endorsing 
extraordinary procedures on the ‘rationale of supreme necessity not covered by regular 
law’ e.g. public order, national security, waging war against the state, conspiracy against 
the state, terrorism etc. (PUCL vs. Union of India Writ petition 129 of 2002, decided in 
December 2003). In the process, the Supreme Court expanded the legislative authority 
of the executive, giving it an extraordinary overreach. From the draft penal code in 1837 
to the Supreme Court judgement in 2003, may be seen an uninterrupted concern with 
preserving the existing order, holding out a range of arguments that can broadly be seen 
as deriving from the concept of the ‘reason of state’ which advocates the exercise of 
unrestricted panoply of measures by the state when faced with existential challenges. 
Thus, while political crimes continue to be treated as exceptional and a threat to the 
state’s existence manifesting a politics of negation, and despite the fact that IPC has carried 
a provision dealing with sedition, waging war, specifying the ways in which the ordinary 
penal law could address ‘political crime’ as an ‘exceptional’ case, there has been an 
enduring tendency to bypass the ordinary law and several extraordinary measures both 
preventive detention and substantive laws have existed to either detain political offenders 
without trial for indeterminable periods or in bring them under the ambit of ‘conspiracy’ 
and ‘treason’ in order to punish them in exemplarily deterrent ways. 

From those imprisoned under POTA in the Godhra case, to the poor peasants and 
tribals in Jharkhand, Chhatisgarh, Orissa and Sonbhadra region struggling to survive in an 
unequal war with the collusive and combined power of the state and foreign capital, to 
the people engaged in resisting the militarised state (armed with Disturbed Areas Acts 
and the Armed Forces Special Powers Act) in the North-East and Jammu and Kashmir, 
and the tightening tentacles of the state agencies on those who dare to bring these issues 
for scrutiny in the political domain, show that political prisoners is not just about those 
individuals who are in prisons or even about fair treatment and just trial; it is about the 
refusal of a neo-liberal state, preoccupied with ‘securing’ itself, to see the reason why 
people still chose to struggle against and resist undemocratic rule. 

The category ‘political prisoner’ may therefore be seen as historically constituted and 
reflecting the balance of social forces and power relations in society. While the struggles 
by political prisoners to be recognised as such has been long and enduring, attempts by 
the state to buttress itself against the ‘successful rebel’ have been equally determined. 
The definition of political crime and by implication, political prisoner, has always been a 
domain of contest. 


Ujjwal Kumar Singh teaches at the Department of Political Science, University of Delhi 
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Hang the System, not the 'Criminals' 


GN Saibaba 


The democratic movement across the country for commutation of death sentence 
imposed on Chalapathi Rao and Vijaya Vardhan Rao to life imprisonment opened up 
space for many new questions and sufficiently brought the caste and class nature of 
Indian state into light a decade ago. In the wake of the wide protests from democratic 
and civil right organisations, dalit and various mass organisations from many parts of the 
country, the execution was postponed three times as the two youth continue to live 
between hope and despair. 

The United Front Government which came to power professing social justice to the 
deprived sections of the society behaved like all other previous governments in the past, 
showing enthusiasm in persecuting dalits and other deprived sections and in protecting 
the upper castes and the privileged. 

Twenty three people died when Chalapathi Rao and Vijayavardhan Rao attempted to 
rob a night express bus of Andhra Pradesh State Transport Corporation at Chilakaluripet 
in the early hours of 8°" March 1993. The bus was going from Hyderabad. Among the 
dead there must have been a few dalit families too. In those four years, like the culprits, 
the kith and kin of the deceased must have experienced psychological torture and the 
dependents of the deceased families must have been horribly languishing without a 
helping hand around. These families and their supporters and sympathisers might have 
seen a sense of natural justice in the death penalty given to Chalapathi Rao and 
Vijayavardhan Rao. It was the responsibility of the democratic rights organisations to 
impress upon these sufferers to understand what is actually there behind the death 
sentence conferred on these youth. 

Chalapathi Rao and Vijaya Vardhan Rao belong to extremely poor dalit families in 
Guntur town. Their families were quite often struck by the Demon of Hunger. It was this 
utter poverty and deprivation that forced these two dalit youth to make an attempt at 
robbery in which they had failed miserably as they were novices at such an act. 

Both of them carried a tin of kerosene and a match box and boarded on the bus. 
While one sprinkled kerosene, the other tried to threaten the passengers with a knife. 
Soon the driver of the bus noticed this and stopped the bus and put the lights on. The 
two youth got confused and nobody knew whether they had lighted a match stick or not. 
But the bus was set on flames in which 23 passengers died while the rest escaped. The 
culprits too got burn injuries. 

It is a paradox of the present system that the victims are frequently made culprits. 
These two youth, victims of the system which couldn’t provide employment, remove 
their hunger were made out “intentional killers”. The Hindu Brahminical order which 
would function in the name of modern Indian state legally wanted to murder these two 
youth by branding them as inhuman murderers. “Capital Punishment” came in handy to 
the rulers to use legal means to eliminate these two dalits. This is, in fact, a space of 
contradiction in our society, where the exploited kill and get killed among themselves. 
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We can create a new society devoid of capital punishment only by ultimately resolving 
this contradiction. 

Without much analysis one could say that what they wanted to do was to loot the 
Passengers, but not to kill them as the passengers were not their enemies. But the sessions 
judge at Guntur who awarded death penalty to Chalapathi Rao and Vijaya Vardhan Rao 
said that it was not difficult to believe that they lighted the match stick and that they had 
the intention to kill the passengers. Later the High Court and the Supreme Court also 
believed the same without much difficulty. 

The upper caste landlords of Kilvenmani in Tamil Nadu burnt forty dalits alive by pouring 
kerosene on their huts. After decades, the High Court struck off the case saying that it 
was difficult to believe that such decent people from a highly noble origin could have 
committed a heinous crime such as that. Releasing all the rapists.of Bhanwari Devi in 
_ Rajasthan the ‘learned’ judge wondered how the upper caste gentleman could stoop so 
low to rape a low caste middle aged woman. 

About 40 years ago the former President of India Neelam Sanjeev Reddy locked several 
hundreds of dalits in their huts till polling in Nandyal Parliamentary constituency was 
over fearing that the dalits would vote against him. By doing this he got himself elected 
to Lok Sabha. And later he was elected as the speaker of Lok Sabha and went on to 
become the President of India. No court or Election Commission ever even censured him 
because of his noble origins. It is difficult to believe a man of such noble origins could 
possibly have such heinous culture! 

The upper caste landlords of Karamchedu and Chunduru, in Andhra Pradesh who did 
the worst possible crimes intentionally and with a design butchered dalits, were not 
noticeable to these courts. Satwant Singh and Kehar Singh in Indira Gandhi assassination 
case and Jinda in General Vaidya’s assassination case were hanged within two-three years. 
H.K.L. Bhagat and his band of murderers of 1984 were and are however, never punished 
by any court, though more than two decades have passed. Bal Thackeray, the Chief. 
Architect of the pogrom of thousands of Muslims in Bombay is not even arrested and no 
case has ever been filed. By saying this one doesn’t intend to say that some people could 
be awarded with capital punishment. In principle, the system which has all origins of 
criminality within it cannot punish anyone with death penalty. The system itself is criminal 
which has to be hanged. Neither should we believe that death penalty has any deterrent 
effect on murders. | 

The well-known criminal lawyer Padmanabha Reddy of Andhra Pradesh said, “I failed 
to work for the commutation of death sentence into life imprisonment only in the cases 
of Bhumaiah and Kista Goud and Chalapathi Rao and Vijaya Vardhan Rao of all the cases 
| have ever argued in the High Court.” 

Not a day passes without dalits getting murdered by landlords in Bihar. But only the 
eight peasant revolutionaries of Bihar were sentenced to death in Dalal Chowk incident 
in which 53 upper caste people including children and women were killed, though after a 
country-wide protest movement against the death sentence, it was commuted to life 
imprisonment. 

The only death sentence of such political nature which was commuted to life 
imprisonment was that of Nagabhushan Patnaik on the occasion of Silver Jubilee 
celebration of “transfer of power” (1972, 15" August), 35 years ago. The intervention of 
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Vennelakanti Raghavaiah (a close relative of the then President, V.V. Giri). The then CM of 
Orissa, Navakrisha Choudhari and Malathi Choudhuri, a prominent civil rights leader 
worked to put pressure on President Giri. 

The mercy petitions of Bhumaiah and Kista Goud and Maqbhul Bhat (the great leader 
of Kashmir independence movement) were not considered sympathetically by the 
President, though their cases too were political in nature, because they represented 
suppressed castes, nationalities and minorities. In the language of the Indian State, they 
were the representatives of Naxalites, militants or terrorist movements. 

In the case of Bumaiah and Kista Goud there was an all India wide and even 
international movement against their death sentence. Once in November 1974 and again 
in May 1975, the execution was postponed; first time through the instructions of the 
Central Home Ministry and second time through High Court orders. But the dark days of 
Emergency made the execution of Bhumaiah and Kista Goud possible for Vengala Rao 
and Indira Gandhi. Bhumaiah and Kista Goud were hanged on 1* December, 1975. 

A well-known French journalist wrote an essay “For whom the Bell Tolls?” on the 
execution of Bhumaiah and Kista Goud. In this essay, he argued that the educational and 
social backwardness of Bhumaiah and Kista Goud played a great role in the implementation 
of death sentence in their case, whereas Nagabhushan Patnaik was saved for he was 
educationally and socially well-placed. Many did not like this comparison at that time. 
But today there will be hardly anyone who could deny the role of caste and social status 
either retrospectively in Bhumaiah and Kista Goud case or in Chalapathi Rao and Vijaya 
Vardhan Rao’s case. 7 

Today the civil rights and democratic right movements in India have grown in maturity 
to understand the caste and class politics of the state machinery. Hence we are one in 
fighting against the death sentence awarded to Chalapathi Rao and Vijaya Vardhan Rao 
earlier or now fighting against death sentence to Afzal Guru, Bihar Peasants or those 
sentenced in Rajiv Gandhi assassination case and others. This fight has to. continue till 
death sentence is removed from our statutes. , 


‘Let life be dead, but death must not be allowed to live’. 


G N Saibaba, teaches at the University of Delhi 
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Brief Life Sketches 


Landless, Poor and Dalit Peasants of Bihar 
on Death Row 


The Supreme Court on 15 April 2002 confirmed with 2:1 majority the death penalty 
given by TADA Court, Gaya to Krishna Mochi, Veer Kunwar Paswan, Dharmendra Singh 
and Nanhe Lal Mochi, all poor peasants from Gaya district of Bihar. In another case 
the Supreme Court has confirmed death penalty on Shobhit Chamar, a dalit landless 
labourer from Bhabua district. Here follows brief life sketches of all the five persons 
waiting on the death rows: 


Nanhelal Mochi 


Nanhe Lal Mochi alias Nanhak Das was born in 1949 in Bara village, Tola Bhat Bigha 
which falls under the police Station area of Alipur in the District Gaya (Bihar). His father 
Mahadeo Das was a bonded agriculture (ha/waha) labourer. In his childhood Nanhe was 
forced to work as a ‘gorkhia’ (grazing the cattle) of landlords. During this period in his life 
he used to be severely beaten by the landlords and their sons. 

At a very young age he was forced into the same bondage which his father had been 
in. He married Baleshwari Debi at the age of 14. He has five daughters and two sons. He 
has had to work like a slave the whole day for a pittance throughout since his childhood. 
He could never dream of asking for proper wages. Apart from the agriculture related 
work he had been given the domestic work in the landlord’s household. That had been 
the kind of feudal landlordism that existed in Bihar. The same situation continues in many 
parts of Bihar and Jharkhand. 7 ; 

Agricultural workers or landless peasants started asserting themselves and soon it 
turned out to be a mighty wave of resistance movement against the oppression of 
landlords and their private army called ‘Diamond Sena’. The same private army was also 
called a ‘Swarna Liberation Front’. This band of goons had carried out heinous massacres 
of several dozens of people belonging to oppressed castes and classes in places like Sawan 
Bigha (Jahanabad), Rampur Chai (Jahanabad), Mein Barsimha (Gaya) and other places. 
Angered by the inaction of the state police of Bihar which secretly supported the illegal 
private landlord army, the affected people chose the path of resistance. Bara incident is 
one such act of resistance. 7 | 

Nanhelal and his brother Jugal Das were implicated in this case without any basis. 
Their names were falsely mentioned in the FIR which was a fabricated one by the police. 
TADA was also imposed on Nanhe. He has been languishing in jail for the last 11 years. 
The TADA designated Court sentenced him to death and other three on 8, June 2002. He 
has been shifted to Bhagalpur Cental prison under miserable conditions. His wife has 
been forced to take to agricultural labour after he was jailed in the case to look after the 
children. Now she along with her children migrated to another village called Barkibigha, © 
Chandouti village in Gaya District. His family has been forcefully evicted by the landlords. 
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Veer Kunwar Paswan 


Veer Kunwar Paswan was born in 1944 in a landless dalit family of a village called 
Khutbar in the Alipur police station limits of Gaya district. Ata very young age, like Nanhe 
Lal, he was forced to work as gorkhia, the village shepherd whose duty was to herd the 
cattle of the landlords in the grazing lands. He passed through several periods of starvation 
in his childhood. 

He married Chandramani Debi when he was 10. He has two daughters anda son. Ata 
later stage he began to eke out a living by selling hens and goats. Landlords of his village 
did not like his independent way of life and destroyed his hens and goats several times. 
He was severely beaten up by the landlords, who enjoy absolute power, on lame excuses 
like his hens were spoiling the crops. He was made to pay huge amounts of compensation 
for the supposed damage of crops. In turn the landlords themselves lent the money to 
pay these illegal fines at exorbitant rates of interest. Finally when he was not able to pay 
back the loans he was turned into a bonded labourer again. 

After Bara incident took place, the landlords implicated him in the case as they had 
failed to bring him under their control. The villagers believe that the police were directed 
by the landlords to arrest him from his house after the Bara incident. He has been 
languishing in prisons for the last 11 years and is presently jailed in Bhagalpur Central 
Prison after he was awarded death penalty. 


Krishna Mochi 


Krishna Mochi, who is also known as Krishna Das, was born in 1949 in a landless Dalit 
(Chamar) family of Bhatbigha, a hamlet in Bara village in the police station limits of Alipur 
in Gaya district. His father Chaiti Rabidas was a bonded labourer. But he decided to send 
Krishna Das to school for study which was objected to by landlords. With a great difficulty, 
Krishna Das was able to complete class seven from Dihura Middle School of Tekari, in 
Gaya district. Due to poverty, there was no scope to continue the study. So, he had to 
work with his father. He also learnt to play English Bands in Baraat Parties (marriage 
ceremonies). . 

He married Chandramani Debi at the age of 13. He has two daughters and three sons. 
He soon became the target of the landlords when he started opposing the feudal 
oppression which he had been facing ever since his childhood. After the Bara incident 
occured, he was named in a FIR and was arrested. This incident provided the village 
landlords with the much desired opportunity to harass Krishna. Needless to say, police 
provided its active assistance for the same. Krishna has been in jail since about 13 years. 
He also organized several struggles against the oppression of jail authorities. He was 


sentenced to death by TADA court of Gaya on 8, June 2002. Currently he is in Bhagalpur 
Central Jail. 


Dharmender Singh 


Dharmender Singh was born in 1973 in a middle peasant family of a Rajput caste. His 
family was earning livelihood by cultivation and selling milk. Since his childhood he was 
labouring hard along with his father. He started his primary education in his native village 
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Dihura. He passed seventh standard from Dihura Middle School. Then, he shifted to Tekari 
and passed matriculation from Prakash Vidya Mandir, Tekari (Gaya). He played football 
with great interest during his school days. He was very much eager to acquire higher 
education. But due to bad economic condition of his family, he had to stop his education. 
Finally he began to work with his father in his fields. 

He married Lalita Debi. He has a daughter and two sons. He could not meet the 
minimum requirements of his family depending only on his cultivation. He wandered 
here and there to get some job. But he failed to get any job, and decided to continue in 
agriculture. . 

The landlords of his village occupied his lands and crops. Cases were filed in courts 
and this forced him to meet exorbitant expenses for court cases. He went on taking loans. 
But finally by the time the court ruled in his favour, his economic condition became 
miserable. 

Meanwhile, Bara incident took place and his opponent Sumiran Sharma implicated 
him in this case. But he did not surrender before the police or court. Finally, the police 
arrested him at Gaya Railway station with the help of the landlords of his village. He was 
also awarded death sentence by TADA designated court of Gaya, by Justice Jawahar 
Chaudhary. He is now in Bhagalpur Central Jail. 


Shobhit Chamar 


Shobhit Chamar of village Durgawati, District Bhabhua (Bihar) is a landless agricultural 
worker. He was framed as an accused in an incident of Durgawati police station by the 
landlords of the area. He was given death punishment by a Sessions and District Judge of 
Rohatas on 23, February, 1996. The Supreme Court has confirmed the death sentence of 
Shobit Chamar and he is currently languishing in Bhagalpur Central Prison. 


Highlights: 

* The Supreme Court has confirmed the punishment of death sentences in Bara Case 
by a majority of 2:1. Justice Shah differed from the majority view and questioned the 
awarding of death sentences on the basis of the “quality of evidence” of a single public 
witness—PW-21. 

__ * Death penalty in our country is awarded only in the rarest of rare cases. The fact is 
that only the poor and dalits or else those whose crimes are seen as threats to the system 
and state get this punishment. The subjective factors such as judicial authorities’ lack of 
empathy with the lives of such accused makes the awarding of the extreme penalty more 
likely. Death penalty is therefore both subjective and biased. 

* It is a reflection of the conditions of existence of the people and the role played by 
the state. Doing five people to death makes no difference to this living reality. The killings 
such as at Bara form a few exceptions in a long string of killings by upper caste landlord 
armies. But the killings by landlords have neither invited harsh punishments, let alone 
the death penalty. Most have not even resulted in conviction. The state has never found 
them to be a fit case for the imposition of TADA..And death penalty cannot be awarded 
when dalits are killed by landlords simply because such instances are the norm. 

We must oppose this death sentence to prevent the gross miscarriage of justice. 
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Brutal Attack on Naxalite Prisoners in Bihar 


On March 2, 2004, in the morning, during the visitor’s time, the jail authorities of the 
special Beur jail, resorted to a brutal lathi-charge on the prisoners who were objecting to 
the money being extorted from the visitors by the jail authorities. In this lathi-charge, 
the jail authorities took the assistance of the Bihar Military Police from outside. They 
specifically targeted leaders of the Bandhi Sangharsh Manch (Prisoner’s Struggle Front), 
seriously injuring People’s War leader Ravi Kumar (also the president of the BSM) and 
People’s War Central Committee member, Arvind Kumar. About three dozen prisoners 
were seriously injured, most of whom were affiliated to the People’s War, Maoist 
Communist Centre of India and the Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist). Some of those 
injured from the CPN (Maoist) included Devnath Prasad Yadav, Roshan Kumar Yadav, 
Vinod Thapa, etc. Many had their hands and legs fractured and their skulls broken. 

The unprovoked action was the result of the continuous struggle of the BSM against 
the horrible prison conditions and corruption of the prison authorities. The struggle was 
only called off after the prison minister, Basavan Bhagat, visited the jail and gave 
assurances to implement the demands of the prisoners, and a few reforms were also 
introduced. It is this that enraged the prison authorities who then conspired the March 2 
action with a view of taking revenge. That is why the Maoist leaders of the BSM were 
specifically targeted. | 

Since then, not only have the injured been denied medical treatment, they have been 
isolated by being transferred to separate wards. They have also been denied the meetings 
of visitors. In protest against the lathi charge there have since been daily dharnas inside 
the jail at the Buddha statue. On March 3, 300 participated and on the 4th this swelled 
to 450. These dharnas were held under the banner of the BSM and addressed by comrades 
Arvind, Ravi and others. The dharnas continued from 8 a.m. till 12 noon. They specifically 
demanded action on the chief jailor, Pradeep Kumar Jha and the jailors involved in the 
brutalities. They also demanded proper medical treatment and reiterated their earlier 
demands. They vowed to continue the dharnas until their demands were met. On the 
4th, when P.K.Jha came for inspection he was gheraoed by PW supporters, shouting 
slogans. It was only after a long period the he could sneak away. 

Meanwhile the jail struggle has spread outside, on to the streets of Patna. On March 
Sth over 500 people gathered at Jackson Chowk taking out a rally to the district 
headquarters. The rally was organized by the All India Peoople’s Resistance Forum (AIPRF), 
Struggling Forum for People’s Resistance (SFPR) and the student organization, Democratic 
Student’s Union (DSU). The struggle continues, both inside and outside the jail. 


(From People’s March, Volume 5, No. 4, April 2004) 
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CPI(Maoist) Political Prisoners Speak 


India’s Prevention of Terrorism Act (POTA), part of a wave of repressive legislations 
that swept the world under the pretext of the events of 11September 2001, was repealed 
by the Indian parliament in 2004. Yet under the simultaneously promulgated amendment 
to the Unlawful Activities Prevention Act (UAPA), those being held under POTA charges 
can be tried under the old law, although these cases are to be reviewed over the next 
year. 

As explained in the January 2005 issue of People’s March (www.peoplesmarch.com), 
“The Common Minimum Programme of the UPA government called for the repeal of 
POTA and utilising only the existing laws for fighting so-called terrorism. But, the amended 
UAPA expands the sections on definitions to include terrorist offences, and adds three 
new chapters dealing with punishment for terrorist activities, forfeiture of proceeds of 
terrorism and terrorist organisations. In other words the UPA government has basically 
brought in the same definition of terrorist as the [previous] government. Besides, most 
importantly, all the 32 organisations banned under POTA have also been banned under 
the amended UAPA... In addition the Act repealing POTA does not have any provision to 
prevent the use of confessions taken under POTA for any trial that is to be continued 
under other laws.” 

Twenty-six men and women arrested in the southern Indian states of Madras and 
Tamil Nadu under the POTA in November 2002 are still in prison awaiting trial. They are 
supporters of the Communist Party of India (Maoist). They gave the following statement 
to the Second International Delegation to South Asia, organised by the World People’s 
Resistance Movement (Europe and South Asia), which returned to Europe after travelling 
through India from 10-30 March 2005 together with the delegates from South Asia. The 
statement has been slightly edited. 

We prisoners under POTA have been lodged in the Central Prison, Chennaiand Women’s 
Prison, Vellore, Tamil Nadu, since 24 November 2002. 

We have been arrested and lodged in the prisons under various sections of the Indian 
Penal Code and Prevention of Terrorism Act 2002 (POTA). 

Since we were arrested, the police personnel and judiciary of various courts including 
the Special POTA Court in Poonamallee, Chennai, and Tamil Nadu, India, do not adhere to 
mandatory legal procedures and the Constitution of India. 

In our case, the vulnerable sections of the society, that is young women and two male 
juveniles, have not been spared these violations of human rights and democratic rights. 

When we have repeatedly demanded that the police personnel and judiciary adhere 
to the mandatory legal procedures and the Constitution of India as well as human and 
democratic rights, either we have been treated inhumanly or simply ignored... POTA is a 
draconian and black “act” violating all kinds of conventions and declarations of the UN 
on human rights and the Constitution of India. 
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In fact, the persons who are supposed to adhere more strictly to mandatory legal 
procedures and the Constitution of India than any other citizen, have been functioning in 
the manner of medieval lords... 

In this way they have held six young women and two male juveniles under POTA. Later 
at the intervention of the High Court of Madras, the male juveniles alone were discharged. 

When Prabhakaran, one of the two male juveniles and son of the co-accused Mr. 
Gurusami lodged with us in prison, filed a bail petition in Krishnagiri Sessions Court... at 
that time he was not held under POTA... All of a sudden, he also was detained under 
POTA. 

When he protested in the court of POTA on 3 February 2003 (the day of the first 
appearance in court) that he had been ordered released on bail by the Krishnagiri Sessions 
Court, POTA judge Rajendran did not accept the bai! order and ordered that the remand 
be extended [that he remain in prison]. Only after the intervention of the High Court of 
Madras was he released under bail granted by the Krishnagiri Sessions Court and his case 
and the case of the other juvenile, Bagath Singh, were transferred to the juvenile justice 
board, Salem. 

Earlier, we were produced in the Harur judicial magistrate court on the day after we 
were arrested, some hours after the maximum 24-hour limit. 

Prior to that, we were humiliated and harassed and our clothing was removed. 
Afterwards, we were abused physically, verbally and mentally. Even our parents were 
abused verbally in police custody. 

We were allowed to be interrogated illegally in police custody by the magistrate on 9 
December 2002, even though [we were being held in jail illegally due to the lack of a 
judicial remand]. This is a violation of the Criminal Procedure Code. 

We were not allowed to consult a legal practitioner while we were kept in illegal police 
custody. We were compelled by coercion to give a confession statement. (Under POTA, 
confession given before police is admissible in law before the courts as per the new rules 
of evidence) 

We have been languishing in jail since 24 November 2002 without any trial and bail... 
In order to get bail, we have to prove our innocence even before trial. 

Male political prisoners in Chennai Central Prison: 1. Suresh 2. Madhaiyan 3.Kumar 4. 
Raja 5. Dura 6. Palani 7. Krishnan 8. Ravi 9. Sathishkumar 10. Sakthivel 11. Sekhar 12. 
Muthu 13. Thangapandian 14. Manivasagam 15. Vinayagam 16. Raja 17. Balan 18. 
Duraisingavel 19. Martin 20. Gurusamy 

Women Political Prisoners in the Special Prison for women, Vellore: 1. Padma 2. Reeta 
Mary 3.Amalopavam 4. Reena Joice Mary 5. Deivanai 6. Vijaya. 


From A World to Win News Service, 11 April 2005. 
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Afzal Guru 


During the last week of October 2006, the 
Government of India announced its decision to 
impose the death penalty on Afzal Guru. The 
Supreme Court, in its judgment had stated: “The 
incident, which resulted in heavy casualties, has 
shaken the entire nation and the collective 
conscience of the society will be satisfied if the capital punishment is awarded to the 
offender. The challenge to the unity, integrity.and sovereignty of India by these acts of 
terrorists and conspirators can only be compensated by giving the maximum punishment 
to the person who is proved to be a conspirator in this treacherous act.” 

Once again we were witness to the politics of Islamophobia and the war against terror 
taking precedence over the real issues that are affecting the people of this country. Under 
the garb of ‘national security’, the struggles of the people of Jammu and Kashmir for self- 
determination and dignity are being quashed. 

It is not as if Afzal Guru’s misery starts with him being sentenced to death. Like countless 
other Kashmiris, his has been a life faced with constant threats from Indian security forces 
stationed in Jammuand Kashmir. During the 1980s, many Kashmiri youth were retaliating 
against the military force of the Indian state that sought to impose itself against the 
aspirations of the Kashmiri people. Afzal also resorted to guns and crossed over as a JKLF 
volunteer to get trained in Pakistan. But soon he got disillusioned with the internecine 
conflicts of various groups and decided to quit. He surrendered in front of the State Task 
Force (STF) in Kashmir. He started his new life with a shop, selling medicines and surgical 
instruments. But Afzal was approached by the corrupt STF to work as an informer, which 
he refused. From then on he was time-to-time picked up by the security forces and brutally 
tortured in the STF camps. He was often kept under illegal confinement. Tabassum, Afzal’s 
wife, had to sell her jewellery to pay the bribes to get him released. 

It is in this atmosphere of constant threat and intimidation that Afzal was entrapped 
by the STF. He has clearly stated all this in his letter to Sushil Kumar, Senior Advocate in 
the Supreme Court. When he was told by the STF officers to drop a man to Delhi-and 
arrange accommodation, Afzal was not aware as to what he was being made to do. The 
Special Cell of the Delhi Police which caught Afzal have claimed that he was arrested on 
the way to Kashmir in a truck contrary to Afzal’s statement that he was picked up from 
the Srinagar bus stand. 

While in custody, Afzal was forced to admit that he was behind the Parliament attacks. 
He was also threatened of dire consequences for his family. On his arrest, Afzal was also 
subject to an unjust trial by media. He was already being painted as a ‘terrorist’, before 
the start of a trial. The entire atmosphere was vitiated and even the judiciary was 
prejudiced against Afzal. 
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What further weakened Afzal’s case was an unfair trial. Afzal did not have a lawyer of 
his choice in the lower court where actually the case was properly built up. In fact none 
of the 80 prosecution witnesses were cross-examined on his behalf. Afzal had asked the 
designated POTA court for a lawyer and had even given a list of eight lawyers. However 
the lower court judge was too prejudiced to heed to his requirement. Later, the amicus 
curiae who was appointed by the court was not a criminal lawyer who could handle the 
nuances of the cross-examination with the right expertise. 

Moreover the situation in the aftermath of December 13" was akin to the days of 
post-September 11 in the US wherein nationalist jingoism was at its peak. No one was 
ready to look at the other possible dimensions of the unprecedented attack on the Indian 
Parliament. Till date no one knows who really attacked the Parliament. We remember 
the statement of the then Home Minister LK Advani in the Parliament that “they looked 
like Pakistanis”. It was also difficult to get a lawyer for anyone of the accused as the 
lawyers fear being dubbed as anti-national. 

While the government at the centre has changed from the BJP led NDA during the 
time of the attack, to the Congress led UPA, things have not changed. The Prevention of 
Terrorist Activities Act (POTA) has been repealed but an equally oppressive Unlawful 
Activities Prevention Act (ULPA) has replaced it. The politics of Islamophobia and the 
current war against terror has meant that the Muslim community is coming under 
increasing attack. And this is happening at a global level. 

The problem lies in the fact that Kashmir is seen as a problem concerning ‘national 

security’ rather than it being addressed politically. It is altogether another question if we 
try to interrogate what is this ‘national interest’ or ‘national security’, and who actually 
defines it. In a Joint Resolution of the leaders of Kashmir passed in September 2005 they 
asked, “Why is the coliective conscience of Indians not shaken by the fact that a Kashmiri 
has been sentenced to death without a fair trial, without a chance to represent himself?” 
Afzal Guru has since been incarcerated in the Tihar Central Jail while his mercy petition 
remains pending with the President of India. 
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Dr. Binayak Sen 


On May 14, 2007 Dr. Binayak Sen was 
arrested under the Chhattisgarh Special 
Public Security Act, 2005, and the Unlawful 
Activities (Prevention) Act, 2004. He has 
been implicated in many false cases; 
evidence has been totally distorted and used entirely out of context. 

At the time of his arrest, Binayak Sen was working actively as the Secretary of People’s 
Union for Civil Liberties (PUCL) in Chhattisgarh and also as the Vice President of the same 
organisation at the all-India level. Dr. Binayak Sen had been associated with several 
community health programmes for the last three decddes. His role in the evolution of 
Shaheed Hospital, a hospital started by workers for the workers, under the leadership of 
legendary Shankar Guha Niyogi, has been exemplary and inspiring. He contributed to the 
conceptualisation of a successful community health programme called Mitanin. Lately, 
he was awarded a citation (the Paul Harrison award) by the Christian Medical College, 
Vellore for “a lifetime of work providing medical care in the service of humanity”. 

Binayak Sen’s activism extended beyond spearheading community health programmes 
and helping set up the well-known Shaheed Hospital run by mine workers. It included 
struggle for the betterment of basic social and economic condition of the adivasis which 
is directly connected to the widespread malnutrition, illness and premature death among 
the adivasis. 

Dr. Sen also raised his voice against the systemic exploitation and marginalisation of 
adivasis and their resources by the State as well as profit-seeking capitalist enterprises. 

Of late, Dr. Sen had been vocal against the atrocities committed by the state-sponsored 
Salwa Judum that involves the forced displacement of more than forty thousand adivasis 
from their native land into government-run ‘relief’ camps. It was due to the painstaking 
efforts of Dr. Sen and his comrades that the news of the ‘encounter killings’ of the 12 
adivasis in Santoshpur area in Chhattisgarh in March 2007 first reached the media. Apart 
from the Santoshpur killings, Dr. Sen and others have exposed many such incidents of 
state terror and human rights violation, fake arrests and killings. 

Freedom-loving people from all walks of life as well as organisations of various hues 
across the country and abroad have condemned his arrest, calling for his unconditional 
and immediate release. His arrest has also intensified the demand for the repeal of the 
draconian law under which he was arrested, i.e., Chhattisgarh Special Public Securities 
Act. 

When Dr. Sen’s house was being searched for evidence, his colleagues insisted that 
the same be done only in the presence of independent witnesses. The police only found 
CDs that have been distributed by civil liberties organisations over the years, letters from 
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prisoners (with the stamp of the jail officer indicating that they had been sent with official 
permission), newspaper clippings, booklets and documents of various political parties, 
articles that have been published in journals, and a book on the Salwa Judum published 
by the ‘Committee of Tribals Affected by the Salwa Judum’. If the state thinks that these 
documents are genuinely incriminating, thousands of people all over the country would 
have to empty out their libraries. Should students burn all their books for fear that they 
might be banned material? Should we refuse to accept party publications? Should we go 
through our computer hard drives to see if there is something that might be seen as 
offensive to the state? 

The arrest of Dr. Sen is another incriminating evidence against the fascist nature the 
Indian state, which violates all the basic rights that the Indian Constitution itself guarantees 
to a political prisoner. The Supreme Court however dismissed his bail petition, without 
even assigning any reason for rejecting it. The court uttered only the following five words, 
“the special leave petition is hereby dismissed”. This particular case of unjust detention 
of a people’s doctor and activist has widespread public condemnation all over, and has 
resulted in a sustained protest and demand for his release. His trial is scheduled to begin 
~ on 30" April, 2008. The state is still using all the means that it can to subject Dr. Sen toa 

-longer period of incarceration. 


I wrote for love but love was lost 

I wrote for freedom but it is just a word 

I wrote for dignity but it belongs only to the rich and powerful 
I wrote for God but he was not home 


—Neeli Cherkovski in A PRISON POEM 
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Maulana Mohammad Naseeruddin 


Maulana Mohammad Naseeruddin, son of Mohammad 
Haneefuddin, was born in a poor peasant family of 
Narayankhed village, Andhra Pradesh in 1952. He received his 
basic education in the madrassa of his native village. Due to 
extreme financial constraints, Mohammad Naseeruddin was 
sent to live with his elder sister in Hyderabad at the age of 9 
years. He started working as a mechanic in a cycle repair shop. 
Soon after he started to work as a diesel pump mechanic and 
at the same time continued his studies at night shifts. This way 
he passed the higher secondary examination. Finding a better 
employment opportunity in Chandarpur of Maharashtra, he 
started working and living there. In Chandarpur he came in 
contact with a member of Jameeyat-e-islami-e-Hind and got 
close to the organisation. When he came back to Hyderabad at 

an age of 18 and applied for the membership of Jameeyat, and was accepted as its member. He 
started a workshop named Expert Diesel in partnership. Before long his dedication and expertise 
as a diesel engine mechanic helped him to build up a good business. At the same time he got 
further involved in the activities of Jameeyat. 

In 1975 emergency was imposed and Jameeyat was declared as a banned organisation. Along 
with hundreds of other members of Jameeyat, 25 years old Mohammad Naseeruddin was also 
put behind bars in the Nagpur jail. After a few years in jail he was released, and soon became the 
secretary of the Secunderabad branch of Jameeyat. He became a popular figure among the Muslim 
community of the area as his speeches and lectures at mosques, schools and community gatherings 
were received with high appreciation. 

The demolition of the Babri Masjid on 6" of December came to him as a rude shock. As a mark 
of protest he organised a namaz at Abids in Hyderabad. He was immediately arrested under the 

draconian TADA, and put behind bars for several months. Even though released, the state identified 
him as a ‘trouble maker’ and the police started to harass and intimidate him continuously, putting 
him under observation. He was a man of great integrity and honesty, and earned respect from his 
community even though for the state he remained a suspect. On important occasions such as the 
Independence Day, the Republic Day or on the 6" of December Mohammad Naseeruddin was 
invariably kept under house arrest. In 1998 just because he facilitated the marriage of a Kashmiri 
couple, he was framed and imprisoned by the state. It was only after spending a month in jail he 
was released on bail and finally acquitted by the court in 2002. 

However, just two years later the state alleged that Mohammad Naseeruddin along with others 
conspired to blow up a temple. The Hyderabad police arrested Mohammad Naseeruddin and 
seven others on the midnight of 28"* August 2004 on charges of conspiring to blow up the Ganesh 
Temple in Secunderabad. The police said that they were also planning to kill members of the 
Jewish community located at Guntur District and U.S. citizens at Begumpet airport. After the 
arrest, all of them including Mohammad Naseeruddin were remanded to judicial custody till 10" 
of September by the metropolitan court and sent them to Cherlapally Jail. 

On the very next day of the arrests the people of Hyderabad particularly the women staged a 
protest demonstration in front of the office of the Commissioner of Police and demanded the 
release of Mohammad Naseeruddin. It was widely felt that he was innocent and that the case 
registered by the police on the basis of a fabricated story was totally baseless. Under the pressure 
of spontaneous mass protests by various organisations against the Hyderabad Police, the police 
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finally transferred the case to the Crime Branch of the CID. It was stipulated that within 24 days 
the CB, CID was bound to submit its report to the Chief Minister. Eventually the police confessed 
that Mohammad Naseeruddin was innocent and that there was no truth in the case against him. 

Meanwhile, as reported by the PTI, the ACP, Crime Branch of Ahmadabad City told journalists 
on 1* September 2004 that a team under the guidance of inspector Narender Ameem of City 
Crime Branch Ahmedabad would reach Hyderabad the next day to arrest Mohammad Naseerudin 
who was wanted by the Gujarat police in a “wide conspiracy case” against the Gujarat state. They 
had production warrant too. Subsequently on 3% September 2004 Gujarat police filed a production 
warrant in the court but public prosecutor argued against that warrant because of the fact that 
the CID Crime Branch’s investigation against Mohammad Naseeruddin and others were not 
completed. Hence there was no question of transferring him to a different state. Gujarat police 
thereby failed in its first attempt to take him to Gujarat. 

On 11" October 2004 the High Court at Hyderabad granted bail to Mohammad Naseeruddin 
on medical grounds and on the condition of weekly attendance. The Gujarat Police repeatedly 
visited Hyderabad and tried to take him into custody, but failed. Because of his ill health he was 
admitted to the hospital immediately after release. On the day of his second attendance day in 
the CID office, Gujarat Police arrested him at the CID office premises. Some youth who were 
present there protested his arrest. Muzaheed, one of the protesting youth, was killed on the spot 
in the police firing. Subsequently Mohammad Naseeruddin was taken to Ahmedabad and 
imprisoned in the Sabarmati jail. Initially the Gujarat police tried to implicate him in a high profile 
murder case, but the police failed to produce any evidence to substantiate the allegation. Thereafter 
he was charged with POTA in a broader conspiracy case —equally baseless— whereby he was accused 
of delivering inflammatory speeches on the occasion of 6" December, of propagating and executing 
jihadi ideology, of having links with the Hizb-ul-Muzahideen of Kashmir, and so on. The court 
found it objectionable that his speeches were well appreciated and received among the followers 
of Islam, especially the youth who not only preferred to hear him in person but to hear his cassettes 
and CDs on these issues. He has even been charged for delivering speeches against the US president 
George W. Bush! | 

The Gujarat police even produced a ‘confession statement’ of Maulana Mohammad 
Naseeruddin in the court where it claimed that he had accepted his ‘guilt’. This was reported to 
the newspapers and only through these reports both Mohammad Naseeruddin and his lawyers 
came to know about this document! The frivolous nature of this statement manufactured by the 
police became clear when the he later submitted a written statement in the court declaring that 
no such ‘confessional statement’ has ever béen given by him. Moreover, the police produced this 
confession not during Mohammad Naseeruddin’s police custody and interrogation, but after he 
was sent to jail. 

For the last four years, Maulana Mohammad Naseeruddin has been incarcerated in the 
Sabarmati jail of Anmedabad as an under-trial prisoner. His bail petition has been rejected by the 
POTA court, the high court as well as the supreme court. The TADA court in Ahmedabad refused to 
grant him bail in 2005 stating that prima facie his speeches were reflective of the ideology of a 
person belonging to the Muslim community and following Islam, who would go to any extent to 
commit himself to the said ideology. The high court and the supreme court rejected his bail petition 
in 2006 and 2007 respectively. As communicated by Maulana Mohammad Naseeruddin to his 
lawyers, he expects the judgment of his case to be delivered by June 2008. He is undergoing 
treatment due to ill health, having to live constantly on medicines including steroids. As a result of 
illness precipitated by long years of imprisonment his life is under threat. 


NAGA PEOPLES MOVEMENT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS 


KOHIMA, NAGALAND 
Date 11.02.2008. 


CONDEMNATION 


The Naga Peoples Movement for Human Rights is shocked to learn of the arrest of 
Mr. Lachit Bordoloi at Moran under Sivsagar District of Assam today morning at 9.00 AM. 
The allegation that he was named by an arrested ULFA cadre is never a basis to merit the 
arrest. 

The arrest is nothing short of state terrorism. The act is a sheer violation of 
democratic principles. It is an undermining of human rights and a willful act of war upon 
the people. 

We register our strongest protest against the act of the state police and the government 
of Assam. We also demand his immediate and unconditional release. 


Signed by N.Venuh,Secretary General. 


Lachit Bordoloi 


™ Lachit Bordoloi is a journalist, human rights 
= activist and adviser to the Manab Adhikar 
P Sangram Samiti (MASS), an organisation working 
to defend civil and human rights in the Asom 
region. He is also the convenor of the Peoples 
Committee for Peace Initiatives in Asom (PCPIA) 
and a member of the Peoples Consultative Group 
(PCG), an organisation set up to initiate peace 
discussions between the Indian Government and 
the United Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA). 

On 11" February 2008, at approximately 10.30 
a.m., he was arrested by Dibrugarh District police as he travelled by bus from Tinsukia in 
upper Assam (where he had gone to attend a public meeting) to Guwahati. He was brought 
to Moran police station where Guwahati police personnel drove him back to Chandmari 
police station. Previously, on 9° February 2008, members of the Guwahati police raided 
the rented flat in Guwahati where Bordoloi’s wife and daughter were staying alone while 
he was away in Tinsukia. Police personnel seized a laptop and other materials belonging 
to him without producing a seizure form which is essential in this case. 

On 12" February 2008, he was taken to the Chandmari police station in Guwahati 
where he was remanded to police custody for five days and charged under the Unlawful 
Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA) with “having a role in fund collecting for the United 
Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA)” and under sections 120B and 121 of the Indian Penal 
Code for “waging a war against the State”. On 18" February 2008, the Chief Judicial 
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Magistrate of Kamrup District remanded him for a further two days in police custody in 
Chandmari police station, Guwahati. His arrest was reportedly based on a statement 
given by one of the two alleged ULFA members who were arrested on 8" and 9" February 
2008. Police reported that the two alleged members were in Guwahati to try and hijack 
a plane and that they were being helped out by several prominent persons. When asked 
about the charges against Bordoloi, Guwahati SSP VK Ramisetti said, “In the hijack case, 
we got a statement from an apprehended ULFA militant in which he implicated himself 
and Bordoloi.” It is reported that the police is now investigating the content of Bordoloi’s 
e-mails as they claim that he has maintained relations with the ULFA “beyond permissible 
limits”. 

Bordoloi’s lawyer, Bijan Mahajan trashes the allegation of his client’s involvement in 
the Rangia arms supply case. “The investigating agencies should have picked him up 
immediately if it was true, but they didn’t. It is simply pick and choose politics that the 
State is indulging in,” says Mahajan. 

Lachit Bordoloi was targeted and arrested due to his legitimate work in defence of 
human rights. Since September, 2001 he has experienced repeated harassment by the 
Superintendent of Police (SP) in the Nagaon district of Assam, following the publication 
of an article written by him in the Assamese daily Asomiya Protidin. In that article he had 
highlighted the corrupt practices within the Nagaon Police Department. As a result of the 
article, a high level departmental inquiry was carried out against the SP. Subsequently, 
the SP had been trying to fabricate evidence of a link between Bordoloi and the ULFA. In 
the light of these facts, deep concern is expressed for the physical and psychological well 
being of Bordoloi while in police custody. This concern becomes all the more grave keeping 
in mind that he is currently suffering from spondylytis and malaena. 

Considering the nature of the case and going by the authenticity of the evidence that 
the police has against him, it is very evident that this is nothing but a false case to implicate 
the human rights activist and to arrest the challenge that his work posed to the corrupt 
and fraudulent state administration. Bordoloi’s arrest strikingly violates the provisions of 
not only the UN Deciaration of Human Rights (to which India has consented to be a part) 
but also the basic freedom that the Constitution guarantees and the state is bound to 
uphold and protect. This arrest is a part of the vicious campaign of the state to silence all 
dissent in all forms using whatever means that it can possibly conceive of and concoct. 
His arrest can also be understood as a part of the long-standing diversionary practice of 
the Indian state in the North East region, where the people recognise Borodoloi as one 
who has been fearlessly voicing their common concerns. Bordoloi has also worked tirelessly 
towards strengthening mutual understanding among various nationalities of the North 
East region, particularly among the Nagas and the Assamese. At the same time, he has 
been playing a key role in probing the possibilities of negotiation between the Indian 
government and the ULFA. His calculated arrest is bound to act as a roadblock to a 
negotiated settlement of the armed conflict in Asom, and this is what the Indian state 


possibly wants. In such a circumstance, the demand for his immediate and unconditional 
release becomes all the more pertinent. 
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Sheila: A Leader of the Revolutionary Women’s Struggle 
Presently Detained in the Chaibasa Jail, Juarkhand 


On 7" October, 2006 three persons were 
arrested ostensibly in a combined operation of 
the Central Reserve Police Force and Rourkela 
Police in the Saranda jungle adjoining Lathikata 
block. One of them, better known as Shobha or 
Sheila is Budhini Munda was a member of the 
Centrai Committee of the CPI (Maoist). They 
were produced in tight security “before the 
magistrate” at 9 pm in the night and after that 
the IG and DIG, Rourkela, DIG of Uttaranchal, SP 
of Sundargarh, top CRPF officials all descended 
and teams were interrogating Sheila for more 
than 36 hours continuously. Yet as admitted by the SP of Rourkela, Dheerendra S. Kutte 
in a press conference to the mainstream media at Uditnagar, “Despite all efforts of the 
police Shobha has not revealed anything to the police except her identity” (Navbharat 
Times, 17 October 2006). According to Dainik Jagran, Jamshedpur (9 October, 2006), “In 
interrogating Shobha, considered a leader of the Naxals, for more than 24 hours in various 
different teams, the officials had to sweat it out (paseene chhoot gaye)”. Nothing can be 
a better testimony to the firm proletarian qualities of Budhni Munda. , 

When a team of the Committee against Violence on Women (CAVOW) met Sheila, 
she revealed that at the CRPF camp and later at the Rourkela police camp during the 
period of remand she was slapped below her ears, punched in the stomach, hit on the 
knees with booted feet and beaten on the soles of her feet. She was blindfolded 
continuously and was mentally tortured due to continuous questioning, not even 
permitting her a wink of sleep for six days. Finally when she started vomiting, she was 
allowed to sleep for three hours. She was made to sign papers written in Oriya and English, 
both languages not known to her. While obtaining remand she was handcuffed and 
produced at the door of the magistrate’s court and whisked away in a moment. 

Sheila didi has since been incarcerated in the Chaibasa prison of Jharkhand. Her health 
has been deteriorating and she has been denied medical care. She is not provided with 
any writing material, let alone books or periodicals to read. After she was given bail in all 
the existing cases on 11" July in Orissa, she was arrested again by the Jharkhand Police as 
soon as she came out of prison and many more false cases were foisted against her. 

Sheila comes from a background of poorest of the poor adivasi family of Giridih, 
Jharkhand. This revolutionary leader who had never been to a formal school, rebelled 
against her first oppressive marriage and inspired by the veteran adivasi leader Ravan 
Murmu (Bhakti da) joined in the revolutionary movement like thousands of adivasi women 
fired by the spirit of struggle against exploitation, patriarchy, loot and suppression of the 


adivasi community. In three decades of her hard political life she developed excep 


organizational skills and had risen to the stature of main organizer of the revolutionary 
women’s movement in Jharkhand, Orissa and Chhattisgarh. According to SP Kutte, “she 
was responsible for recruitment of women Naxalites in 4 states.” 

A woman of immense courage and conviction, she was convinced about the need for 
building up a strong women’s movement. She realized that women had to fight every 
step for their rights and freedom, to do away with the customs and traditions that treat 
her as an inferior being; a second class citizen. The founding of Nari Mukti Sangh was the 
result of this realization. Soon this organization developed into a strong women’s 
organization. Thousands of the most deprived women today are an active part of it. This 
organization has been consistently fighting all forms of patriarchy while at the same time 
resisting any kind of exploitation, domination and discrimination. 

Indeed over the past decade, by the government’s own admission, the revolutionary 
women’s movement particularly in the adivasi area represented by the Nari Mukti Sangh 
(Jharkhand), Krantikari Adivasi Mahila Sangh (Dandakaranya) and Mahila Mukti Manch 
(Chhattisgarh) targeting alcoholism, forced marriages, dowry, rape, witch hunting and 
feudal exploitation has grown by leaps and bounds. The media and various fact finding 
groups of eminent citizens have reported that a large number of women - whether activists 
of women organizations, women guerrillas or mothers and wives of activists have also 
been brutally murdered and raped by police, paramilitary and private goons in a bid to 
suppress this upsurge. The latter two organizations were declared illegal under the recently 
enacted “Chhattisgarh Special Public Safety Act”. This Act has been widely criticized, even 
by international human rights organizations like the Amnesty International and the 
Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative, as surpassing even TADA and POTA in draconian 
provisions like long years of punishment, without even a forum of appeal / bail, for mere 
attendance of a meeting; or even any unintentional act of any non-member construed 
by the Collector as ‘assistance’. Almost one year after the ban, the Chhattisgarh 
Government has failed to constitute even the mandatory Advisory Board - the only forum 
for consideration of such a ban. 

In March 2006, the Sangharshrat Adivasi Mahila Manch - a forum of various adivasi 
women’s organizations had held an impressive and well attended conference in Ranchi, 
Jharkhand on the women’s question in an era of increasing imperialist onslaught and 
loot of the resource rich adivasi areas, demonstrating that the movement of toiling women 
can only grow despite state repression. 

Sheila didi and her struggle has been an inspiration for the oppressed masses to fight 
against all forms of exploitation. Women in particular have found in her an able leader 
who has shown the path of challenging feudal-patriarchal oppression. The mercenary 
police of the brutal state will no doubt try its best to unnecessarily obtain repeated 
‘remand’ in order to subject Sheila to inhuman torture and foist all manner of false and 
fabricated cases on her. In these circumstances all justice loving and democratic people 
must stand by the side of this brave revolutionary in ensuring her rights as a political 
prisoner, and at the same time, for her unconditional release. 
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Condemn Arrest, Torture and Police Harassment 
of Revolutionary Women’s Movement Activist, Sheela 


Former President of Nari Mukti Sangh and a leading woman activist of the revolutionary 
movement, Comrade Sheela was arrested by the Orissa police in October. She was mentally 
and physically tortured and charged with false cases. Sheela is currently lodged in Rourkela 
Special Jail. On receiving a statement about her arrest from Nari Mukti Sangh, Bihar, 
which appealed to women’s groups, intellectuals, etc. to condemn her arrest and torture, 
the Committee Against Violence on Women (CAVOW), decided to send a team of lawyers 
and activists to meet Sheela. As such, CAVOW has taken up a campaign on Women Political 
Prisoners, investigating the circumstances of their arrest, the way in which the state and 
administration are dealing with them and to ensure that they are being given adequate 
legal aid for their release. The team that went to meet Sheela was also part of this project. 

The team of CAVOW members, viz. Advocate Sanober Keshwaar (Mumbai), Adv. Sudha 
Bharadwaj (Bilaspur) and Shoma Sen (Nagpur) were accompanied by two women activists 
from Orissa, Adv. Protima Das of Cuttack and Rumita Kundu of Bhuvaneswar. The team 
visited the Special Jail, Rourkela, Orissa, on 11th December and met Sheela. Sheela told 
us that she was arrested at about 7.30 a.m. on 7th October, 2006, near Lathikata village 
on the Orissa-Jharkhand border when she, accompanied by her two nephews, was 
traveling in an auto-rickshaw to buy some provisions for a marriage in the family. In this 
area, the police sometimes stopped auto-rickshaws as part of a routine check in search 
of suspected Naxalites. Sheela’s nephew was carrying some thousands of rupees as he 
was planning to make purchases for his sister’s wedding. However, on suspicion of being 
Maoists, the trio were arrested and taken to the CRPF camp and kept there. The police 
stopped the autorickshaw in which they were traveling and grew suspicious when they 
found a large sum of money on the two young men. The FIR also says that a booklet and 
a couple of pamphlets calling on people to intensify the struggle against the government 
were found on the three. : 

Sheela was not produced before the magistrate within 24 hours of her arrest as is 
mandatory under the Constitution. She was first kept in the CRPF Camp and then taken 
to Rourkela on 8th evening. Police remand was again obtained on 10th evening and they 
were taken to Rourkela police camp and kept there for four days for questioning. At the 
time of the arrest and throughout the four days of police remand later, Sheela was mentally 
and physically tortured. She was slapped below her ears, hit on the stomach with hands, 
on the knees with booted legs and on the soles of her feet with a rod (danda). She reported 
that whenever she was taken from one room to another or from one place to another, 
she was blindfolded. In fact one of the members of the team had seen a picture of her 
blindfolded in the newspaper, Dainik Jagran, Jamshedpur edition. Due to the beating 
below her ears and from being continuously blindfolded, Sheela could not see or hear 
properly at times and was disoriented. Sheela was also mentally tortured due to continuous 
questioning by the police. Police teams from West Bengal, Madhya Pradesh, Andhra 
Pradesh and U.P. came to question her. She was not allowed to sleep at all with the 
continuous questioning. Finally on 15th night she started vomiting and a doctor was 


35 


called. Then she was allowed to sleep for four hours, after which she was woken up and 
the questioning continued for some more time. 

The boys with Sheela were also beaten badly, questioned, blindfolded and taken from 
place to place along with Sheela. They told the team that when they were brought to the 
jail, all three were made to sign certain papers, with matter written in Oriya and English. 
They do not understand both these languages. Since they were blindfolded for a long 
time and asked to sign after suddenly removing the blindfold, they were unable to see 
what they were signing. When they were taken before the magistrate, Sheela was 
handcuffed and the boys were kept in dandaberi (hands and legs in fetters), tied to ropes. 
When asked why she did not complain of police torture to the magistrate, Sheela said 
that they were brought from the police van for a split second, were made to appear far 
away from the magistrate and quickly whisked back. 

At that time, Sheila said that she was suffering from pain in the knees, that she had 
arthritis from before, and pain in the ears, probably from the cold weather and in the | 
eyes. She had not been examined by a doctor, but medicine was being given to her. 

The FIR filed against Sheela and the other two does not allege any act of criminal 
offence whatsoever. Nothing incriminating was found on their person. From a reading of 
the FIR it is apparent that the police have no case against Sheela and the two others. The 
FIR is full of statements how the three are involved in propagating amongst the tribals of 
the area that they should overthrow the government and establish a Maoist type of 
government in its place. In law, it is necessary to gather evidence of actions described as 
crimes under the Indian Penal Code and other substantive criminal laws. Here, there is 
no credible attempt even to charge them with specific criminal acts! But the police have 
charged them under Sections 121A (conspiring to wage war against the government of 
India), 123(concealing a design to wage war against the government of India), 124A 
(sedition) and 17 of the Criminal Law Amendment Act. Sheela’s lawyer in Rourkela also 
informed us that the police have foisted another criminal case on her from Chaibasa 
Police Station in Jharkhand, and were in the process of transferring her to their custody 
for investigation for the same. 

According to activists of Nari Mukti Sangh; Sheela was born ina poor tribal family. She 
was drawn into the revolutionary movement of Bihar (now Jharkhand) and was a founding 
member of Nari Mukti Sangh. At a time when the Marxist Leninist movement in India 
had few women’s organizations, Sheela and others built up a strong women’s organization 
of tribal, rural women. Most of the women in this Organization, like Sheela, learnt to read 
and write, to understand politics and theory after coming into the movement. There 
were no middle class women leading this mass organization. Their booklets and papers 
show that they have a huge following and now there are many units in other states too. 
They have struggled against patriarchy by fighting against dowry, rape, child marriage, 
witch hunting, health issues etc. They have tried to mitigate gender differences within 
activist families, encouraging men to share domestic work and child care, and women to 
be bold, militant and active in decision making. Women activists in CAVOW have had the 
chance to interact with some of these activists during seminars held at Patna and Ranchi 
and therefore got a picture of their work. 
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CAVOW strongly feels that by imprisoning, torturing and foisting false cases on women 
activists like Sheela, the state is wrongly trying to crush a women’s movement that is 
making significant changes in the exploitative and patriarchal social system. CAVOW 
demands that the state stop mentally and physically torturing Sheela and withdraw the 
false cases foisted on her. Sheela is one of those devoted to fighting for social justice and 
must be treated as a political prisoner while in jail. 

CAVOW also condemns the way in which the Fact-Finding team’s visit was video-filmed 
by the Jail authorities. The Jail Superintendent told us that it was a recording to show the 
various activities of the jail, but outside, the photographer told us that he was sent by the 
police. The jailor also sat right next to the team while the interview was carried out. 


Adv K. Sanober, Adv. Sudha Bharadwaj, Shoma Sen,Adv Pratima Das,Rumita Kundu. 
13-12-06. 


We demand that Sheila Didi be released immediately and unconditionally. We urge all 
the democratic minded and progressive individuals and organizations to intervene 
immediately and ensure that she receives proper medical care and relief. We also demand 
that she be treated as a Political Prisoner as she has been arrested and incarcerated for 
her convictions to fight for women’s rights. 


Conditions of Women Prisoners in the Jails of Jharkhand 


An all India women’s team had lately visited various jails of Jnarkhand to study the 
conditions of the women prisoners within it. The team comprised of the following 
members: 


Sheela Ramanathan, Advocate and member, Committee Against Violence On Women, 
Bangalore. 

Vanessa Dougnac, Journalist, France/Delhi 

Banojyotsna, Research Scholar, JNU, Delhi 

Vasantha, Committee Against Violence On Women (CAVOW), Delhi. 

Sumati, Student, JNU, Delhi 

Manisha Rani, Advocate, Ranchi. 

Dr. Rose Kharekatta, Professor, Ranchi. 


Women in our society are in a vulnerable and disadvantaged position because of 
their social status & economic condition. Once they are in prison they are completely 
abandoned. 

Between 18" January and 20" January 2008 the team visited Chaibasa Jail, the Ranchi 
Central Jail and the Hazaribagh jail. Despite prior notification to the higher authorities 
about the visit, we were not allowed to enter the jail in Chaibasa and could only visit the 
inmates in the office of the Superintendent, in her presence. That directly hindered the 
prisoners to have an open talk with us about their problems and difficulties. Obtaining 
permission for the entry in Ranchi and Hazaribagh jail were also not a very smooth 


process. 
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We however observed certain disturbing details in the conditions of the prisons in 
which the inmates, especially the women prisoners are incarcerated. _ 

Firstly, both Chaibasa and Hazaribagh jails are extremely overcrowded. It is housing 
almost three times more than its capacity to hold prisoners. Although we were not allowed 
to go inside, the Superintendent herself confessed the infrastructural lacuna which makes 
life extremely difficult for the prisoners inside it. 

@ One reality with which the women prisoners have to live is an obvious disassociation 
from her family once she is imprisoned, even if they are under trial especially when the 
women are removed from their native district to the central jail, the family members 
refrain from meeting them any more, mostly due to the distance, financial constraints to 
travel and also because of the social stigma that is associated with prisoners. 

@ Children are allowed to stay with their mothers till the age of six. After that they 
are removed from the jail and the children above six years are not allowed to stay with 
the mothers. Both the mother and child, in most cases, are separated completely without 
meeting each other ever. Almost all the women we met, who had children over the age 
of six, are completely clueless about the whereabouts of their children. In some cases we 
met mothers who had children below six years yet they had no idea about the provisions 
to keep along with them in the jail. 

@ There is complete failure of legal aid from the government. Most cases where the 
accused can not afford to have a lawyer (and most people can not), is left alone without 
any proper legal aid from the government. The accused have no idea of their lawyers, 
have rarely met them and hardly receive any concrete help from them. Many people we 
met have been granted bail, but can not proceed further due to lack of proper legal aid. 
Moreover, many women are remaining under-trial for unbelievably long period even for 
petty crimes, due to the lack of legal aid. The legal aid and system that exists within high 
court, as we gathered, is also in terrible state. The advocates rarely visit jails and therefore 
the accused can hardly meet their lawyer before they are produced in the court. 

@ We are told that the production of inmates before the magistrate has been dispensed 
with due to the provision of video conference. This takes away the rights granted to the 
prisoners to complain to the magistrate if there is any violence committed against them 
while in confinement. Also they loose an opportunity to meet their family/children or 
advocate. Rather she is forced to do it in the intimidating supervision of the jailors and 
the police in the jail itself in a secluded manner. Our team would like to appeal to the 
local advocates to consider this subject with utmost seriousness and if possible, file a PIL 
against video conferencing. 
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@ The Ranchi jail was comparatively cleaner and better kept. Although we were not 
allowed to go inside the Chaibasa Jail, we have serigus doubts about the hygienic 
conditions within it. We however did not witness any trace of the ‘vocational training’ 
that superintendents of both the Ranchi and Chaibasa jails claimed to provide to the 
inmates. In Hazaribagh jail however, there is no provision at all for the women to work 
and earn during their period of confinement. The doors of the toilets in Ranchi jail were 
shockingly half exposed while there were no doors at all in the toilets of Hazaribagh jail 
which reflects the insensitivity of the jailors about the privacy of the women inmates. 

@ In Hazaribagh jail, we got to talk to the inmates more freely. They could also express 
more grievances to us. The condition within this jail is perhaps the reality in all the other 
jails as well. No regular classes for the inmates are carried out. Most of the inmates 
within are illiterates. Although the jail authority claimed the presence of a library for the 
inmates, they however informed that books are not made available to them despite 
repeated demands. There was also no provision for recreation, outdoor, indoor games at 
all for the inmates. The visit of the doctor is also shockingly irregular. The jai! also does 
not provide the prisoners with sanitary napkins. Moreover the doctor of the female ward 
is clueless about that! There is a serious problem of safe water within this prison. 


Political Prisoners: 

The jail authorities in Jnarkhand have extremely problematic notions about 
political prisoners. This concept officially does not exist in the Jharkhand jail parlance. 
The Maoists/Naxalite activists for example are all booked under ‘17 Criminal Law Act’ 
and are not seen as ‘political activists’. We apprehend that this soon might be used against 
any other activists seen with other political affiliations too, who seek to rebel against or 
critique the existing exploitation carried on by the state, the society or the powers that 
be. . 
This exposes the blind functioning of the repressive state machinery and its complete 
indignation towards rightful political activities. As per the Superintendent of the Chaibasa 
Jail, the Maoists are no political party as they function on their own ideology! This shows 
her ignorance towards the concepts of both politics and ideology! However, we felt in 
that case the Maoists should be treated as any other ‘criminals’, but the jailor of the 
Chaibasa jail refused to allow us to meet the ones who are booked under 17 CLA, while 
we did meet the other inmates, who were booked under other charges. The jail authority 
of Ranchi denied the presence of any one booked for being a Maoist in the Jail. 

In Ranchi jail however there are special wards for some prisoners called ‘upper male 
wards’ and ‘upper female wards’. These wards from outside looked extremely well kept 
like mini-bungalows. According to the jailor of Ranchi, only ‘economically well-off and 
people with high social status’ can avail those wards. This discrimination within the jail 
was also extremely shocking and revealed the fact that this particular institution of the 
state is by no means removed from the wider social reality of our society. 

Prisons are nowadays said to be a place for so called reforms — but even to do this 
‘reform’ the jail custodians should have the proper perspective and sensitivity themselves. 
In these jails however, there is no scope for even the so-called reform to take place. We 
intend to write an intense report of our visit soon and intensify our campaign against the 
pathetic conditions in which the women inmates are forced to stay and the harassment 
and problems they face in various jails across India. 
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Dr. Ashiq Hussain 


Dr. Ashiq Hussain alias Muhammad Qasim was born in 
November, 1967 at Srinagar. He did his M.A., M.Phil 
(Islamic Studies) and Moulvi Fazil From Kashmir 
University and completed Ph.D. in 2005. Dr. Muhammad 
Qasim is the author of several books including Mas‘la’i 
Kashmir ki Shari’e Hassiyat, Al- Tawheed, Insan ka 
Ta’aruf and Islami Siyastat aur Watniyyat and many 
more. He has written a number of booklets on political 
and religious issues of Kashmir. His articles and papers 
have been published in several newspapers and journals. 
Dr. Muhammad Qasim joined Tahrik-i-Islami in 1989. For 
expressing bold and uncompromising views regarding the 
Kashmir dispute, he was implicated in a false case and 
imprisoned by the government in February 1993 for more 


than six years. Released on bail in March 1999, he was again arrested just after some 
months while returning from London in February 2000 and was imprisoned for three 
months. He founded an organization Muslim Dini Mahaz (Muslim Religious Front) in 
2000. In July 2001 his famous book Mas’la’i Kashmir ki Shari’e Hassiyat was released 
resulting in the cancellation of his bail. He was arrested again in January 2002, two months 
after the supreme court had ordered his release on bail. The state government instead of 
releasing Dr. Qasim booked him under Public Securities Act for two years. In January 
2003 while under detention, the supreme court sentenced him even after he had been 
earlier acquitted by the TADA court at Jammu, solely on the basis of the so- called 
confession statement. Since January 2002, the author is behind bars and on January 31* 


2008 he completed his fourteen years of prison term. 
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Voice from Prison 


Muhammad Rafiq Shah 


“| was brutally tortured, forced to drink my urine and kept 
with a pig in the jail cell,” writes Muhammad Rafiq Shah of 
suburban Alesteng here in his letter from the Tihar jail where 
he is languishing for the past three years without trial. Rafiq 
was a student of Kashmir University when arrested for ‘carrying 
out blasts” on the eve of Diwali in New Delhi on October 29, 
2005. The then vice-chancellor Kashmir University has testified 
Rafiq was in the campus on the day of blasts. The then Delhi 
Police chief, KK Paul, had given Rafiq a clean chit. But its Special 
Cell claims he’s guilty. 

“lam innocent and falsely implicated in the case by the Special Cell of Delhi Police in 
collaboration with Special Task Force of Kashmir Police. | was a regular student of the 
Department of Islamic Studies in Kashmir University where | was pursuing Masters Degree. 
| was picked up by the joint team of Delhi and Kashmir police from my home at midnight”, 
Rafiq states in the letter. 

“| was brought to Delhi where | was brutally tortured, forced to drink urine. | was kept 
naked and forced to suck private parts of co-accused. Rats were let into my trousers and 
when I cried, the police officials laughed and took my pictures with their mobile phones. 
To shake my religious sentiments, my body was touched with a small pig. Later | was kept 
locked with the pig in a single cell. The police officials used to say ‘every Kashmiri is a 
terrorist’. A gun was pointed at my forehead and | was made to sign a bundle of blank 
papers”, he writes. “In 2006, five persons were produced before the print and electronic 
media by the UP Police in which they spilled the beans of the Delhi blasts. | fail to 
understand why | am being victimized when my innocence is crystal clear. | have full faith 
in Almighty Allah and that justice will prevail and the police will get exposed,” the letter 
adds. 

Rafiq’s mother, Mehmooda Akhtar, maintains that her son is innocent. “I can’t bear 
the inhuman treatment of my innocent son by the Delhi Police. Due to torture he has 
developed various disorders. | will hold the chief minister Ghulam Nabi Azad responsible 
for my son’s plight. What happened to his assurance that no Kashmiri will be harassed 
outside the state,” she asked. “We made many representations to ministers and 

bureaucrats. They only gave hollow assurances. | want to see my son free and | will fight 
till my last breath,” she said. 

Even the then vice-chancellor of Kashmir University, Professor Abdul Wahid Qureshi 
had testified that Rafiq was in the Islamic Studies department on the day of Delhi blasts. 
“Rafiq was a regular student. According to teachers and records, on the day of blasts in 
Delhi he was in classroom. The university has played its role by issuing certificate in this 
regard to his parents,” Wahid had told Greater Kashmir in June last year. 
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In its January 21, 2006 issue, The Times of India reported under the headline ‘Truth 
Test doesn’t show Rafiq was 29/10 Bomber’: The claim made by the Special Cell of Delhi 
Police that they have arrested the Govindpuri bomber has fallen flat. The narco-analysis 
test of the accused Muhammad Rafiq Shah was perhaps their last hope. But even that 
has failed to prove that Rafiq was the one who planted: the bomb in the DTC bus at 
Govindpuri on October 29. 

Quoting KK Paul of the Delhi Police, the report adds that Rafiq “does not seem to be 
the Govindpuri bomber; it seems at this stage that all the bombers have fled the country. 
Even in the annual press conference, he (Paul) has refrained from stating Rafiq was the 
actual bomber even when Special Cell had requested for test identification of the accused. 
The Special Cell however insisted that Rafiq was the bomber. As it has now turned out, 
the only reason was that Rafiq’s face resembled with that of the accused in the portrait 
prepared by the cops.” 

The sketch of the bomber was prepared on description provided by one Rajiv Sinha 
who has been made a key witness in the case. The Special Cell had released three portraits 
of the bomber: one with a French beard, thé other with a moustache and the third a 
clean-shaven one. Finally they tracked down Rafiq, whose face resembled with one of 
the portraits, in Srinagar. , 

This clearly shows the way in which the state has gone on to frame an innocent for a 
crime he did not commit. In the process justice, human dignity and truth has become the 
casualties, apart from the victimization of a young individual who have been falsely 
implicated just because he is a Kashmiri Muslim. Unfortunately, Rafig is not the only one 
to languish in various prisons of the country after being framed by the state because of 
their religious identity. The injustice that has been perpetrated on Rafig raises a question 
mark on the fundamentals of our present political system itself, which has proved itself 
over and over again to be based on mass scale violence, coercion, exploitation and 
discrimination. 
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Sushil Roy 


Sushil Roy first came in touch organised left 
movement through the then Communist Party 
of India (CPI) during the India-China border 
clash. In 1961 he got a permanent job in the 
Usha Fan factory in Bansdroni, south Kolkata. 
A strike was called on different demands in the 
factory in 1963. The central government under 
Nehru proclaimed an ordinance banning all | 
strikes in any organization and threatened the clamping of the Indian Security Act. But 
the struggling workers ignored Nehru’s threats. Noticing Roy’s political development and 
active participation during the strike, the workers elected him to the executive committee 
of their union. The president of the union then was Indrajit Gupta, a senior leader of CPI. 
In the meantime the debate of two lines between the Soviet and Chinese party in the 
International Communist Movement influenced this union also. The Indrajit Guptas were 
then in favour of the Soviet party-line led by Dange. Roy and his friends kept their 
confidence on the Chinese party line led by the vice-president Haridas Malakar and 
secretary Bimal Chatterjee. Indrajit Gupta’s group became a minority and was heckled in 
many ways. In a seminar of workers in the Muslim Institute ball he was even attacked by 
the workers by throwing chairs. In the seventh party congress in 1964 when the CPI (M) 
was formed Sushil Roy joined the new party. | 

At the directions of the CPI (M) he joined mass meetings in Dharamtala with 
thousands of workers in procession from Hazra Park of south Kolkata against the bombings 
in Vietnam by the American imperialists, with slogans like ‘your name, my name — Vietnam, 
Vietnam’. During the three-day continuous strike programs in the 1966 food movement 
Roy took a leading role in south Kolkata area. The Congress hooligans and police retaliated 
by unleashing physical assaults mass arrests. In 1968 the workers led by Roy gheraoed the 
‘Trailoko House’ of Dalhousie for three days and three nights against the installation of 
foreign computers in that building. 

Subsequently however, on the issue of CPI (M)’s viewpoint on the Naxalbari movement 
he expressed his disagreements in the union. The party had strongly condemned the 
Naxalbari struggle and termed it as extremism. But in the background of the International 
Communist Movement of that period, Sushil Roy did not think that the Naxalbari peasant 
struggle was a mere peasant struggle. For him the great Naxalbari movement was a political 
line, a path for capturing state power. In a general body meeting in the Thyagraj Hall of 
Ballyguange Roy put up a question opposing the popular CPI (M) slogan “Peoples’ 
democratic revolution is our word of worship”, asking why it is being said that peoples’ 
democratic revolution need to be the word of worship? For him it was very clear that the 
slogan was only for recitation, without any practice accompanying it. He asked, is it that 
the hymns of revolution only be recited and put in practice like China and Vietnam? Should 
one not make any ideological, political, organizational and military preparations for that? 


43 


Indrajit Dasgupta was so annoyed hearing Sushil Roy’s questions that he asked him to 
leave the general body meeting. That discussion, and many other meetings and debates 
before and after that made clear to him that the CPI (M) would never fight for revolution. 
Publicly for show it was supporting the Chinese Communist Party but in reality it will 
follow the parliamentary line of the renegade Khruscheve and Dange. 

The events of the Peasant struggles of Naxalbari, the police firing which killed eleven 
woman peasants including two children, and the anti-democratic and revisionist character 
of the party leadership, made him cut off all relations with CPI (M) in 1968. For the sake 
of revolution he left his permanent job, home, and relatives to work as a professional 
revolutionary in faraway villages. Since 1990 he confined his activities to doing ideological, 
theoretical and political work within the working class in the industrial areas of Kolkata, 
Howrah and Hoogly, from where he was arrested on 21* May, 2005. 


Open letter of Sushil Roy to the Chief Minister of West 
Bengal written from Presidency Jail, Kolkata. 


(Sushil Roy in this letter written in July 2006, translated from the original Bengali, he is 
challenging Buddhadev Bhattacharya to a political-ideological debate.) 


To 
Shri Buddhadeb Bhattacharya, Chief Minister, 
State of West Bengal. 


Please accept my greetings. 


The subject matter of this letter to you is very important and deserves much elaboration. 
However, in view of the value of the time at your disposal | would only briefly draw your 
attention to a few points. The contents of my letter are absolutely political and | bear no 
personal grudge. 

On 17 March 2006, the Jhargram Session Court sentenced me to 5 years’ rigorous 
imprisonment on charges of sedition under the Arms Act and 121-A /122/124 B Indian Penal 
Code. | am 68 years and 6 months now. In 1995 Dr. Sunil Bagchi, the well-known eye surgeon, 
operated on both my eyes for removal of cataract. However, for some reason my left eye was 
completely damaged immediately after the operation. For the last two years | have often 
been suffering from intermittent haemorrhage of the other eye too, because of hypertension. 
So there is a chance of my getting completely blind any time. Moreover, | suffer from Ischemic 
heart disease, enlargement of the prostate glands, piles with regular bleeding, constipation 
etc. | am being treated at the jail hospital for these ailments. 

From the daily Pratidin of 29 June 2006, and later from my lawyer | learned that the State 
Government has appealed to the High Court pleading for my life imprisonment. | have some 
questions and some comments on this role of the present State Government, which | am 
presenting before you through this open letter. Kindly give it a patient reading. 

So far as | know, the Acts and Indian Penal Code of ‘independent’ India are following the 
colonial Acts formulated by the British imperialists. The lawyers also concur with me in this. 
The ‘Independent’ and ‘Sovereign’ Government of India has not formulated any new Act of 
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the IPC. The British imperialists had formulated those Acts to sustain their colonial regime 
and to ruthlessly suppress the Indian people and the Indian revolutionaries fighting against 
their barbarous rule and exploitation. It was on the strength of these Acts that the despotic 
British ruling class had dubbed hundred of great patriotic revolutionaries like Surya Sen, 
Khudiram, Bhagat Singh, Dinesh Gupta as ‘terrorists’ and sent them to the gallows or to life 
imprisonment in horrible prisons like the Andaman, where many of them were pushed to 
death. In the backdrop of this historical perspective, a number of questions naturally arise. 
The ‘independent and sovereign’ democratic Government of India as well as the left democratic 
government of West Bengal are using the same Acts promulgated by British imperialists to 
dub as terrorists’ and ‘extremists’ and suppress those workers, peasants, intellectuals and 
other toiling masses fighting against the exploitative rule and hegemony of the big bourgeoisie 
and big feudal lords of India, who are nothing but the compradors of various imperialist forces 
under the leadership of USA, the chieftain of the neo-imperialist gang. These workers, peasants, 
intellectuals and other toiling masses are being thrown into prison for life. The question is, 
are our independence and sovereignty a hoax, a mere formal announcement made to 
hoodwink the people? Are our democracy, our law and judiciary still a legacy of British 
colonialism? Are they still being forced to follow the footsteps of the British and other 
imperialist foreign masters by being dependent on and committed to the laws and the judicial 
system instituted by them? The parliament, the law, the judicial system, the administration, 
the jails of a sovereign independent nation .... are all these under foreign tutelage? Have the 
MP’s and MLA’s of the left-democratic government of West Bengal ever raised their voice 
against this in the parliament and in the assembly? | am really eager to know this. The British 
government had even charged Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose with sedition and arranged for 
his death sentence. And yet, the people of India have being paying their homage to Subhash 
Bose and other revolutionaries of the Fiery Age as great patriotic revolutionaries. Thus, the 
ruling class and the ruling parties do not have a monopoly in defining who is a patriot and 
who is a traitor. It is the people’s verdict that determines the true definition. As the ruling 
party you are branding certain people as traitors and terrorists. But you are not doing so as a 
citizen of an independent and sovereign country. Your evolution is based on the fact that you 
are a part of the puppet ruling clique bound by the foreign neo-colonial chain. According to a 
Marxist evaluation, in a class-divided society all ruling parties, irrespective of whether they 
call themselves ‘communists’ or ‘social democrats’ or ‘leftists’, are guarding the interests of 
native and foreign exploitative classes. Has the left front government of West Bengal in its 
active politics and practical policies been able to take any position different from those of the 
Congress, BJP and other rightist parties? None of the two ‘communist’ parties, CP! and CPI 
(M) appear to have taken the slightest interest in adopting a different position in this matter. 
In this context it will be proper that | should briefly inform you about my identity. 

In 1961 | got a permanent job at Usha Fan Factory at Banshdroni. During the India-China 
conflict in 1962 | got in touch with the then CPI. In 1963 a strike began in our factory on 
various demands. On the plea of the India - China context the Nehru government had passed 
an ordinance to the effect that the Defence of India Rules would be applicable to any strike in 
a factory and the strike be termed illegal. The valiant workers, however, defied the threat of 
the Nehru government, continued with the strike for six months and eventually won. In 
recognition of my active and leading role in the strike, the workers elected me to the executive 
committee. At that time Indrajit Gupta of the CPI was the President of our union. Meanwhile, 
in 1963-64 the international communist debate on the Soviet versus the Chinese line had 
influenced our union too. Indrajit babu and his followers went to the camp headed by Dange. 
We reposed our faith in the Chinese line under the leadership of Bimal Chatterjee, the secretary 
and Haridas Malakar, the vice-president. Within the union we conducted debates on many 
issues and reduced the Indrajit Gupta faction to a minority. Indrajit babu himself was heckled 
in various ways. At a workers’ meeting at the Muslim Institute Hall, we attacked Indrajit babu 
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et al and threw chairs at them. When the CPI (M) was formed at the Seventh Congress in 
1964, | joined it. At the party’s instructions we mobilized thousands of workers in South Kolkata 
against US imperialists’ bombing of Vietnam and marched with them at the head of a long 
procession from Hajra Park to the Dharamtala meeting. | had then seen your faces too at the 
procession. Together we had raised the reverberating slogan: ‘Tomar nam, amar nam, Vietnam, 
Vietnam’ In 1966, on the occasion of the 72 hour Bangla Bandh programme during the all 
Bengal food movement, we had been at the forefront in South Kolkata. At that time | was 
beaten up by the police and the Congress hoodlums and courted arrest temporarily. We had 
shed sweat and laboured hard for the coming up of the First United Front Government in 
1967. Instructed by the party, we had gheraoed ‘Troilokya House’ at Dalhousie Square for 72 
hours at a stretch along with the workers, so as to prevent the owners from installing foreign 
computers. The owners could not enter the premises, nor could they install computers. In 
those days, party instruction was that the CMDA was an imperialist institution and we should 
not allow any imperialist institution to operate in West Bengal. So, under instruction from the 
party we, along with the workers would picket at the spots where CMDA was carrying on 
digging and stall the work. It was also at the behest of the party that we had set fire to buses 
and trams during movements. We had committed many such illegal acts at the instruction of 
the party. One need not give a list of such acts here. Later, within our union | had differences 
with the party regarding the interpretation of the Naxalbari peasant movement. The party 
vehemently condemned that movement as adventurist. On the other hand, from the 
perspective of the international communist debate between the two lines, | did not see the 
Naxalbari struggle as merely a peasant movement. To me, the great Naxalbari represented a 
political line of capturing power; it represented a destination, a future. At that time | had 
personally conducted debates on the political and organizational line of the party with many 
leaders like Kesto Ghosh, Niranjan Sen, Satya Sen (Ranjan), Prasanta Sur, Bhola Bose, including 
the state secretary Pramod Dasgupta. At a G.B. meeting at the Thyagraj Hall at Ballyganj | 
opposed.a popular party slogan raised by Comrade Pramod Dasgupta: 

“Janganatantra, amader mantra” (Peoples’ democracy is our mantra). My query was: a 
mantra is something to be chanted orally, it has got nothing to do with practical application. 
Does it then imply that we would continue to chant the mantra of revolution without ever 
applying it in practice, as did China and Vietnam? Shall we never carry out ideological, political, 
organizational and military preparation for the revolution? 

Comrade Dasgupta was so inflamed by my question that he ordered me to get out of the 
G.B. meeting. From that meeting and from many other conferences and debates it became 
clear to me that the CPI(M) would never carry out the revolution. While apparently it would 
support the Chinese party, actually it would toe the same parliamentary line followed by 
Khrushchev-Dange renegades. 

The Naxalbari peasant struggle, the firing by the United Front government and the death 
of 11 peasant women, including two children, revealed the true social-democratic and 
revisionist nature of the party leadership. So | left all connections with the party and urged, by 
the revolutionary vision, in 1968 | went away to a remote rural place to work as a professional 
revolutionary leaving behind my permanent job, my home and my close ones. Since 1990, | 
had been engaged in doing ideological, theoretical and political work among workers exclusively 
in the Kolkata-Howrah-Hoogli belt. . 

On 22 May 2005, at about 7 p.m. | was coming out of a workers’ ghetto, (No. 4, Madrari 
Gate) near Konnagar station and boarding a rickshaw, when 4/5 plainclothes policemen jumped 
upon me and forced me to get into a private car waiting nearby. They blindfolded me and 
took away a handkerchief, a comb and a money bag from my pocket. | did not have anything 
else. After driving nightiong, they took me to a pucca two storey house in a jungle area. That 
was actually a BSF camp, housing 150 BSF men. There on 22nd and 23rd May two police 
officers interrogated me day and night. On the 24th at 8 a.m., | was taken to Belpahari police 
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ap wy Pepeyced at the SUIS On the same day at 10 a.m. They had my face covered with 
esting Bh anion: add + qi 4 report showed that | was arrested while conducting a 

ay at Tamajuri village under Belpahari P.S. and that they had 
confiscated from me a small torch and a handbag. Never in my life had | been to Belpahari, 
nor heard of Tamajuri, Why this falsehood? When | asked Mr Shyam Singh, a DSP officer (it is 
he who had interrogated me most), he said, ‘This is a part of our tactics.’ Later somehow the 
police could know about my rank in the party. The DSP said, ‘You are not divulging anything, 
only telling stories. We will involve you in such a case that you will have to rot your whole life 
in jail and die there.’ | believe the police conspired with the state government and involved 
me in a serious case. With that end in view they produced a seizure list before the court, 
which showed that explosives, cartridges, computers, cassettes, photos, money, ornaments, 
Marxist literature, and documents have been seized from a house in Hind Motors. On the 
basis of these they started a case of sedition against me under the said sections of the IPC. Yet 
again | was surprised, for | have never been to that house in Hind Motors. The police dragged 
me in the net of those seized items and started a false case against me. Later | came to know 
that the police had arrested some Nepali Maoists in India and seized some items from Maoist 
workers and sympathizers in West Bengal before and after my arrest, on the basis of which 
they prepared the seizure list against me. This skulduggery of the democratic police of West 
Bengal has left me dumbstruck. 

In the area where | do my political work, there is no case against me. Nor is there any 
reason why there should be any case against me, given the nature of my work. The Special 
Force team from West Medinipur has literally kidnapped me and involved me in a false case 
at Belpahari. There are some more cases against me, in various other police stations in West 
Medinipur. The local police station, even the district S.P. himself does not know anything 
either about my arrest or about the items produced in the court as having been seized from 
the said Konnagar house. They told me so when they interrogated me. 

My question is, whose interest are the police upholding by thus framing false cases against 
me? Does this add glory to the Police Department, the judiciary or the state government? 
Moreover, the police are arresting Maoist workers and sympathizers from various districts, 
framing them in false cases and keeping them in jail. In the left democratic regime the police 
are resorting to the same physical and mental torture on the workers (beating up, burning 
with cigarettes, not giving drinking water, not allowing the use of toilets) as they did in the 
reactionary Congress regime. Arrests, beating up, transfers, breaking roof tiles, ovens and 
other utilities with rifle buts, pouring kerosene or sand in cooked rice and curry, mixing up 
rice and dal, addressing old men and mothers in awfully abusive language, kicking them down, 
violating the modesty of young women - all these brutal tortures are going on unabated in the 
militant areas on the people for supporting the Maoists. CRP personnel from outside and 
local CPI (M) men take the lead in these matters. | know that the reports of these evil practices 
of the police and the para-military forces do not reach you. 

After my arrest, apart from West Medinipur, many high-ranking police officers from various 
states (CID IG/DIG/SP/DSP, Andhra Pradesh, Orissa, Jharkhand, Delhi, Kolkata) have interrogated 
me. During interrogation | was subjected to various kinds of mental torture and many a time 
| fell ill. However, | will not deny that nobody tortured me physically. Probably that was due to 
the appeal made by the progressive intelligentsia of West Bengal to you after my arrest so 
that | am not subjected to physical torture. Time and again you have declared that you will 
tackle the Maoist movement politically. And yet, in the militant Maoist areas you have no 
political activity. The Maoists are fighting against the repression of the reactionaries and for 
just demands. More and more oppressed people of the area are joining them in their 
programme and your party is losing its foothold. In this situation, in order to break up their 
struggle and their organization, the local leadership and the cadre of your party, instead of 
tackling them politically, are terrorizing the people of those areas by resorting to torture, 


47 


arrests and oppression with the help of hoodilums and the police, just like reactionary feudal 
lords. The local leadership and cadres have taken up the role of social police and the Communist 
Party (?) workers are acting as police spies. In the past hundreds of workers and masses of 
your glorious party have defied police firing and the pains of incarceration and set shining 
examples of selfless and all-sacrificing struggle by remaining loyal to the great party ideology. 
Can you imagine how much the leaders and cadre of your party have been corrupted by 
power, so that to maintain a consumerist luxurious life they have been reduced to police spies 
of a state which, according to your own characterization, is a “bourgeois-landlord” one? Alas, 
Marx. 

It may sound harsh, but | must say the leaders and the cadres are not to blame for this 
decline. The real culprit is the basic political line of the CPI (M). In a communist party it is the 
line that determines everything. The seed of this decline was present in the Seventh Party 
Congress document itself in 1964 when the CPI (M) was born. Point No. 111 of that document 
clearly says that the ‘CPI (M) tries for peaceful transition to socialism.’ 

Needless to say, revolutionaries had long ago disdainfully rejected this poisonous weed- 
like line, originally propounded by the renegade Khruschev in the international communist 
movement. In India the traitor Dange was its chief proponent. 

Right from the moment of birth, your party has been working along this line. Suffering 
from a petit bourgeois mentality typical of the middle class, the leaders and cadres have 
confined themselves to a secure lifestyle. Thus, they limited all their struggles to “secure some 
benefit’ and to press only for those ‘realisable’ demands that are ‘acceptable’ to the ruling 
and exploiting classes. That is why, after the party came to power, in keeping with the inexorable 
class character of the petit bourgeoisie the leaders and the party workers fixed their eyes 
solely on winning elections. Naturally they have veered 180 degree from the path of the mass 
revolution - psychologically, politically and organizationally. They are now steeped in personal 
and group corruption, mud-slinging and murderous activities in order to remain in power by 
grabbing lucrative ministries. The local offices of the party are no longer centres of studies in 
Marxist books and Marxism-Leninism. Factional quarrels and murders for grabbing 
promotorship and contractorship by getting hold of the lucrative departments are 
commonplace there. At the local, zonal and district level committees the contradictions and 
debates are no longer on party line or the road to revolution, but on who would lord it over in 
the area, mafia fashion. 

Although you, Biman babu and a few others in the party have an honest and clean image, 
the entire party apparatus has been captured by corrupt people who appease the owners and 
act as power-middlemen. To get rid of this you may conduct as many rectification campaigns 
as you wish, but nothing would avail. For the seed that you have sown at the birth of the party 
was bitter, how can you expect a sweet mango from it now? | 

You must not have forgotten what the great Comrade Stalin taught: ‘If the socialists join 
the ministries in those countries where the old machinery exists intact (i.e. military, police, 
bureaucracy, law, judiciary, and jails), then however honest and popular they may be, actually 
they would be able to do nothing save serving the interests of the imperialists and the 
bourgeoisie against the interests of the oppressed people.’ After remaining in power for thirty 
years, do you feel Comrade Stalin was wrong there? In actual politics have you not in effect 
been serving the forces of imperialism, capitalism and reaction for remaining in power for the 
last thirty years? Comrade Lenin had harshly admonished the French socialist Millerand for 
joining the bourgeois ministry. 

Currently, you are citing the fall of the Soviet Union and globalization to justify your policy 
of abandoning principles and being a realist. But this has been your only line of sticking to 
power for a pretty long time. 

We know, according to Marxist laws the real policy of the party is determined by the party’s 
basic line. Real policies are formulated under the basic line. The basic line of a Marxist party is 
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‘to capture state power through revolution’. If the real policy of the party deviates from this 
basic line, then that is nothing but rank revisionism. : 

You must have taken lessons from the tragic ends of the Communist Party of Indonesia in 
1965 and Chile in 1973. The Indonesian party leader Aidit and the Chilean party leader Allende 
had come to power through parliamentary means. In order to acquire experience they made 
some experiments. They introduced bills in parliament to confiscate the oil companies owned 
by the US imperialists and to nationalize land. Before the bills could be passed as laws, US 
imperialism carried out a military coup via the CIA and brutally killed 300,000 communist 
workers, including the leaders of the two countries, and thousands of progressive people. 
They had relied on the old military, police and bureaucracy. The communist workers also 
were absolutely unarmed and the US imperialists took advantage of that. 

From this terrible history the only lesson you have learnt is if you come to power through 
parliamentary means and try to sustain that power by opposing US and other imperialists 
and their agents, the big capitalists and big landlords, then you will have to die. So let revolution 
and the revolutionary party go to the dogs. For giving some benefits to the masses and to go 
on winning elections forever, it would be enough to keep the imperialists, capitalists and 
vested interests in good humour. Looking back, one can see that in 1963 when President 
Johnson (after the assassination of John Kennedy) came to visit India, the then finance minister 
Morarji Desai (later known to be a CIA agent) of the Nehru ministry went overboard and told 
him, “We are opening our (motherland’s) womb before the foreign capitalists.” His idea was 
to woo Johnson so that he would invest US capital in India. Needless to point out, by harping 
on globalization you are now carrying that flag of Morarji’s. 

The party has adopted reformism and the economist politics of ‘giving benefits’ as a mode 
of remaining in power. Naturally, it has forsaken self-denial and self-sacrifice and become 
bogged down into the mire of anti-struggle compromise, corruption and opportunism. So in 
its dictatorial mood of despotism it is not prepared to tolerate when other parties protest and 
fight. When struggle develops not under your banner, but under the leadership of some other 
parties and organizations, that causes fissures in your happy family. Since you cannot tackle 
them politically, you label them as ‘anti-socials’, ‘secessionists’, and ‘terrorists’ in a haughty 
zamindar-like manner and brutally suppress them with the help of the police and para-military 
forces of the “bourgeois-landlord” state. This is the counter-revolutionary method you stick 
to. Steeped in the halo of power you have forgotten that the great Marxism-Leninism is the 
basis of your party. Of course ideology becomes unimportant when you run a “bourgeois- 
landlord state”. It can easily be thrown away as obsolete and that is exactly what you have 
done. But then, why continue with the Marxist signboard unnecessarily? 

| would not deny that in the past communist revolutionaries, while reposing faith in the 
correct basic line, had committed some mistakes in its application. Extreme hatred for 
revisionism, revolutionary emotion and inexperience had led them to make some serious 
mistakes. Because of their dedication to and eagerness for the revolution they had tried to 
hasten things and paid the price with their own lives. Our homage to their mothers too, who 
had reared them with their breast milk. As a result of the mistakes committed by these 
revolutionaries, the party became divided and the revisionists, who serve the vested 
reactionary interests, took advantage of that. It is while walking on that blood-soaked path 
that the revolutionaries are learning their lessons anew. They are determinedly raising the 
revolutionary flag to new heights. 

Fighting with weak resources against a powerful state machine, some mistakes are still 
being made. But these are being quickly rectified. They are not doing anything against people's 
interests. If you come across any such activity, you are welcome to offer scathing political 
criticism of that. At the same time, do allow the Maoists to openly offer political criticism of 
your mistakes and anti-people acts. In the war theatre, let a hundred flowers bloom, let a 
hundred ideas contend. What’s there to fear? 
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Neither the Communist Party of India (Maoist), nor any mass organization sympathetic to 
it or under its leadership is banned in West Bengal. And yet, when they publicly try to simply 
paste some posters in support of a movement, police arrest them as Maoist terrorists and 
send them to prison on concocted charges of sedition. Where do we live, Buddha babu - in 
Bengal or in the jungle? | | 

When these things happen in a state run by the Congress or the BJP, such actions are 
understandable. But when a left democratic government led by a ‘communist party’ indulges 
in such reactionary and despotic behaviour, then what do we make out of it? Is it not sheer 
two-faced hypocrisy under the veil of leftist phrases? 

In the BJP-run state of Chhattisgarh you have very rightly protested against the barbaric 
activities of the ‘salwa-judum’, led by the Opposition Congress leader Mahendra Karma and 
constructed underHitler’s Gestapo model. The BJP and the Congress have both in many ways 
enticed the poor tribals through this campaign and held up 50,000 families illegally in 
concentration camps. The police have formed a spy gang comprising chosen members from 
among them and have given them military training. By thus dividing the tribal community so 
that they may hand over or kill Maoists, the police has created a war-like situation in the 
Maoist-influenced tribal zone. The CPI (M) Polit Bureau has severely condemned this and 
demanded immediate banning of ‘salwa judum’, undoubtedly a step deserving congratulation. 
But what do we find here in West Bengal? Here campaigns such as ‘Sankalp schools’, 
dispensaries, tree planting, football matches are being undertaken at the behest of the Police 
Super, West Medinipur, on the plea of developing public relations. The first point is, the police 
then agree that they are alienated from the people and that the people hate them. Point two: 
Are these the duties of the Police Department or the local Panchayat? Here too, the police are 
organizing small scale ‘salwa judum’ and enticing the poor tribals in many ways so as to form 
secret spy-squads who spread hatred of the Maoists among the tribals and hand them over 
to the police. Thus the police are pitting communists against communities and splitting the 
tribals (because they support Maoists). Why is the CPI(M) Polit Bureau a silent spectator in 
the case of West Bengal? 

West Bengal government has deployed thousands of police and para military forces armed 
with modern weapons in the militant Maoist areas. They have asked for another 12 companies 
of para-military forces from the Centre. They are spending lakhs of rupees to bolster the 
police forces by providing advanced training by army authorities. We fail to understand what 
political work this force, which has been organized to suppress the just struggle of the people, 
will do. Surely, nobody would expect flowers instead of bullets will emerge from their gun 
barrels. Why is the West Bengal government shy of admitting that they have failed to contain 
the Maoists politically and have started a civil war? The entire responsibility for this rests with 
them alone. 

If you really intend to politically tackle the Maoists, then why are you sending thousands 
upon thousands of armed forces there? You claim that in West Bengal alone your party has 
250,000 party workers. Let them go and raise political debates. Let them alienate the Maoists 
from the masses by campaigning for the just demands. At the same time give the Maoists the 
opportunity to raise public debates in the villages and cities. Instead of arresting them at 
sight, give them the opportunity to agitate with their programmes. You are saying that they 
are carrying arms? Can you tell me which parliamentary party in India does not stock dangerous 
weapons? There’s none. Each of these parties uses weapons to murderous ends. 

The problem with you is that you do not have political workers educated in Marxism- 
Leninism. For the long spell of thirty years your party workers have been steeped in 
opportunistic pursuits. They have managed their own affairs, have become corrupt, apolitical 
and haughty. They are content with spying for the police, which for them is the noblest 
revolutionary work. Their sole political activity is confined to raising the slogan: ‘People’s 
Democracy is our mantra’ in meetings and processions. 
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The great comrade Mao Tsetung had said: ‘A revolution is not a dinner party, nor a painting 
or a piece of embroidery. A revolution cannot be so soft, so modest and so courteous. 
Revolution means rebellion, through which one class overturns another’ 

Asa result of the political line followed by your party, revolution has been confined to the 
secure lifestyle of the petit bourgeois middle class who happily enjoy the warmth of 
revolutionary excitement. In an attempt to whitewash this opportunism you invite the 
statesmen of those countries who have captured state power through armed struggle, like 
China, Vietnam, Cuba etc. and pose hand in hand with these leaders in photographs so as to 
hoodwink the masses and your workers by saying, ‘Look, our party is still on the revolutionary 
road.’ Any comment is superfluous! 

The state government under your leadership has demanded my life imprisonment. Had 
the Congress or the BJP been in power, they would have demanded the same. This will 
encourage the native and foreign reactionary forces - above all, Bush, the Yankee mafia boss. 
He would be encouraged to reward such a ‘good boy’ government with more capital. | wish to 
know, will the left democratic government of West Bengal follow the same path trodden by 
other governments looking after the profits of the reactionary vested interests, particularly 
when the nephew of the revolutionary poet Sukanto himself is the Chief Minister? 

When an old dilapidated ship goes under, thousands of new ones take the voyage. When 
an old banyan tree dies, in no time thousands of new shoots spring up. Revolutionaries can 
be killed, incarcerated in prisons, but revolution cannot be killed nor incarcerated in prison. 

Let the revolutionary ministers of your ‘Left and Democratic’ government carry on their 
internecine fight over lucrative departments so as to live happily ever after in security. Let 
them discharge their ‘revolutionary’ duty by deploying thousands of armed forces on the 
struggling masses in the name of safeguarding the holy ‘bourgeois-landlord’ state by defending 
its Constitution and democracy. | shall end this letter by wishing you a healthy long life so that 
you can lead the above task. But | have a small request to you. | hope you will not refuse. As 
long as |am in prison, and as long as my eyesight permits, please allow me the opportunity to 
carry out political and ideological debates. Please so arrange that | can get access to the 
relevant Marxist literature available in the market and the paper and writing material from 
my family. Do not deprive me of the right to carry out theoretical, political and ideological 
debates from my imprisoned life. Give journalists the right to publish my writings in Ganashakti 
and other dailies. 

At the end, let me state that as the nephew of the great revolutionary Dinesh Gupta, as 
one bearing his legacy, | am committed to carry ahead that unfinished work. Sol still continue - 
to sing: 

Let a hundred flowers blossom. Away with all pests. 

We are the revolutionary early morning sun. We will usher in spring on earth. 

Thanking you, 

Yours truly, 

Sushil Roy/4300A Prisoner convicted of sedition, Presidency Jail, Kolkata 700029. 

Dated 10 July, 2006 

P.S. | write this letter to you with an open mind and ill health. Hope this will be published 
in Ganashakti along with your reply. 7 

(The same Medinipur court simultaneously sentenced Central Committee Member and 
West Bengal State Secretary Patit Pawan Haldar (Tapas) and also Santosh Devnath to life 
imprisonment. Patit Pawan Haldar hails from a lower middle class family and became deeply 
involved in the revolutionary agrarian movement at a young age. The name of Santosh Devnath 
is exemplary for his iron discipline and personal simplicity. He refused to falsely implicate any 
other activists, even when subjected to inhuman torture.) 
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Narayan Sanyal 


In October 1979, Anustup, a well-known Bengali 
magazine carried a short story titled ‘Pratirodh” 
® (Resistance). It was the story of the death defying 
courage of three young men in the face of brutal 
» torture and threat to life. This moving story is true; 
= based on the struggle of Narayan Sanyal and two of 
his comrades in police custody in Ranchi in June 1971. 

Now 68 years old and in very bad health, Narayan 
Sanyal is in custody again. He was picked up by the Andhra Pradesh police from Raipur in 
Chhattisgarh on December 28, 2005, kept in illegal detention and subjected to mental 
torture. PUCL, Chhattisgarh and PUDR, Delhi publicised his illegal detention. His brother 
filed a Habeas Corpus petition in the High Court regarding the same. Under pressure, the 
police falsely claimed that he has been arrested from Bhadrachalam in Khammam, Andhra 
Pradesh on January 3, 2006. Fictitious charges under various sections of Arms Act were 
filed against him. The remand report lodged by the AP police charged him on 21 counts, 
including attack on Chandrababu Naidu in Andhra Pradesh in 2003, attack on Koraput 
police headquarters in Orissa during 2004, killings in different parts of Chhattisgarh and 
Jehanabad jail break during 2005 in Bihar. Going by the police version, it would seem 
that the old and infirm Narayan Sanyal were an omnipotent superman directly leading 
armed operations in distant corners of this vast country! 

Right after he was released on bail in the Arms act case in AP, he found himself 
implicated in a murder case in Chhattisgarh and one in Jharkhand. It is evident that these 
cases are false. In the Chhattisgarh case, for instance, the murder he is accused of was 
committed over a year before he was detained in the matter. The original charge sheet, 
filed by the police against 12 accused does not mention his name at all. Of the 
eyewitnesses examined shortly after the incident, not one has named Sanyal. After his 
arrest, some new ‘witnesses’ were produced by the police. They allegedly mentioned his 
name. Two among these ‘witnesses’ were living in a Salwa Judum camp under police 
control at the time. Evidently the police either coaxed/coerced them to mention his name 
more than a year after the incident or just fabricated such statements from ‘witnesses’ 
without their knowledge. The Jharkhand case is also of a similar nature. There are enough 
reasons to apprehend that once proper legal defence is arranged in these cases, Sanyal 
would be implicated in other false cases in an attempt to ensure that he rots in prison for 
the rest of his life. 

There is, of course, no denying that Sanyal is a veteran leader of the Indian communist 
movement starting from the united CPI days. Born in a middle class family that settled in 
Kolkata after migrating from Baguda district of undivided Bengal, Sanyal came under 
communist influence while studying in Ashutosh collage in the early sixties and became 
an important leader of communist-led youth organisation in his collage area. Old-timers 
of the movement in Bhowanipur area still fondly recall the stellar role played by Narayan 
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Sanyal in the ideological struggle leading to the formation of CPI (M) in 1964. He took up 
a job in the United Bank of India after doing his intermediate and was posted in North 
Bengal. Later he graduated while in service. He was active in the Bank Em ployee Movement 
but left his job to become a whole-time political worker in the communist movement in 
1968 under the influence of Naxalbari uprising. And ever since, he remained a devoted 
political activist to pursue the revolutionary goal he believes to be true. A bachelor living 
a Spartan life, he has been a very popular leader in Bihar, amongst other states, where he 
spent most of his political life. Narayan Sanyal headed the state leading team of CPI (ML) 
in Bihar after the split with Satyanarayan Singh. However, he was soon arrested at Ranchi 
from a meeting but refused to budge despite extreme police repression. Only a part of 
that cruel police torture has been captured by the short story mentioned at the beginning 
of this fact sheet. He came out of jail in 1977 after the lifting of the “Emergency” only to 
rejoin the underground political movement of his choice. As the erstwhile CPI (ML) had 
by then got divided into many factions, he led one faction called CPI-ML (Party Unity) 
which eventually merged with the CPI-ML (People’s War). We now learn from the ‘People’s 
March’ that at the time of his arrest Narayan Sanyal was a member of the CP! (Maoist) 
Central Committee and its Polit Bureau. 

At the age of 68, the hardships of imprisonment and an unparalleled long underground 
life have taken its toll on Sanyal’s health. He is suffering from a number of ailments including 
a right palm disfigurement that has partially disabled him from using his right hand. He 
urgently needs to be operated at a special hospital to save his right hand from irreversible 
permanent disability. The jail authorities and the judiciary have not shown any 
consideration whatsoever towards his health problems and his advanced age. His bail 
petitions in the lower court as well as the High Court in Chhattisgarh have been rejected. 
It is being apprehended that the Chhattisgarh government has conspired to conduct a 
farcical trial at a fast track court in Salwa Judum affected Dantewada district where even 
renowned academics and media personalities are being harassed and attacked by the 
state-sponsored Salwa Judum mob even in police presence. There is little hope for a fair 
trial for Narayan Sanyal in a remote Dantewada court where the police and para-military 
forces along with so-called Salwa Judum mob have virtually hijacked all organs of the 
state. A petition seeking the transfer of his case from Dantewada court on security grounds 
has also been rejected 

We may agree or disagree with the ideological-political orientation of Narayan Sanyal 
but cannot question his dedication to his ideological-political cause and the price he has 
paid to uphold his principles. Nor can we deny that Naxalism or Maoism is an important 
political stream of the Indian communist movement that sprang from a revolutionary 
desire to put an end to the profound injustices in our society and ruthless exploitation of 
our people. Narayan Sanyai is one of those who best epitomise that revolutionary desire 
for a better society. We also believe that to ensure that law takes its own course, a fair 
trial must be guaranteed to him. It is also important that he be properly protected from 
unruly Salwa Judum mobs because there is a real threat to his life at Dantewada whenever 
he goes there in connection with his case. At the same time he should be recognised as a 
political prisoner with all the attending rights. 
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A Letter by Narayan Sanyal (Bijoy) from Raipur Central Jail 


Horrid experience regarding my treatment 
(operation to remove contracture in both of my hands) 


On 28/1/2006 a Medical Committee led by the CMO examined me and advised operation 
in Nizam Hospital in Hyderabad, while I. was in Warangal (AP) Jail. Immediately I was 
transferred to Hyderabad Jail but the matter did not proceed much further. In the first week of 
April I was transferred to Chhattisgarh with a new false case of district Dantewada and kept 
in Raipur jail which is some 400 kilometres away from the trial court. 

Immediately I reported my problem to the jail doctors and gave a copy (attested) of the 
Medical Committee to them but they refused proper treatment of my problem, other than 
administering some pain killers. 

After long persuasion they called up specialist doctors in the month of July. Dr. Shah, 
plastic surgeon ignored the Medical Board recommendation and prescribed some injections. 
Knowing well this is bad treatment, I had no choice but to agree. The doctor said he would 
come after one month and examine the developments. He came after two months and there 
was no improvement in my hand. After much delay, finally, he recommended operation and 
admission in the hospital on 2"! October 2006. I gave my consent letter on 4" October. Finally 
after much persuasion I was taken to hospital on 28" of October for admission. But when | 
was taken before Dr Shah for admission, the police guards said that they had not come for 
admission but only for examination. Then Dr. Shah said that guards are needed for admission. 
So he again wrote categorically to bring me on 30/10/06 for admission for 7/8 days. On 30" 
again I was taken to hospital, but this time I was not produced before Dr. Shah. After waiting 
for 2 hours one doctor came out and told me that examination (clinical) would be done without 
admitting me in hospital and thereafter the operation would be performed. Then next day | 
saw an item in the newspaper “Navbharat” that the Superintendent of the hospital Dr. 
Chowdhury had given a statement that I would not be admitted in the hospital at all for 
operation as if it would just be an outdoor procedure. The Superintendent’s version smacks of 
a statement of the police. So without considering clinical examinations, my age etc. etc. they 
(the police and Superintendant Dr. Chowdhury) have decided this and have even issued a 
statement in the newspaper. 

This shows the bureaucratic attitude of the authorities to my treatment. It is about one year 
that my operation is not being done owing to which my hands are getting more and more 
crippled and the pain is also severe. 

1) This is being decided by the political and police (repressive) authorities. 

2) The doctors’ decisions are not implemented. 

3) [am imprisoned in concocted cases. 

4) If by chance one gets bail in one case, immediately another new false and concocted 
case is lodged in a different state. | 

For example - in my case or Sushil Roy’s (Barun’s) case. 

5) The policy is either kill in false encounters, or through some heinous conspiratorial 
means make them languish in jail. 

6) The State has become the most authoritarian agency, the greatest conspirator, the 
most corrupt and the greatest exploiter today serving only a few rich big money bags. 

7) _ Prisoners (even undertrials) are refused information they ask for which is their right, 
even when they apply under the Right to Information Act (R.T.I.)_ 


(Finally, after strong protests from Com. Sanyal and his brother and sister. he was operated 
for contracture in the left hand in the month of December 2006, and hurriedly brought back 
to the jail hospital despite the risks of infection and lack of proper emergency facilities. He 
has yet to be operated for contracture in the right hand.) 
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Malla Raji Reddy 


CPI (Maoist) Central Committee 
Member Malla Raji Reddy also known & 
as Sattenna, was arrested along with Same 
Suguna, a tribal woman, by a special ! 
police team from Andhra Pradesh near & 
Little Flower Hospital, Angamaly, Kerala , 
on December 18. A native of] 
Shastrulapalli village in Andhra Pradesh, 
the 57-year-old senior Maoist leader carried a reward of Rs 12 lakh on his head. Sattenna 
hails from Shastrulapally village of Manthani mandal ‘in Karimnagar district of Andhra 
Pradesh and was in charge of the revolutionary movement in the southwest regional 
bureau of the Maoists, which includes Kerala, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu and 
Gujarat. “I came to Kerala on December 14 with the aim of taking the revolution forward,” 
he told presspersons on the court premises. Raji Reddy was working among the migrant 
labourers when he was arrested. 

They were produced before the First Class Judicial Magistrate of Metpally amid tight 
security. The magistrate remanded him to 14 days judicial custody and refused to send 
him to police custody. Asked by the magistrate if he had anything to say, Sattenna said 
that all cases against him were false. “We stand for revolution and revolution is the only 
way to serve public. The State will have to be replaced using revolution,” he told the 
court. The magistrate issued transit warrant after the Andhra Pradesh police told the . 
court that the accused would be LS tababaher before Manthani Court in Karimnagar district 
by December 22, 2007. 

Raji Reddy, who studied up to intermediate, was attracted to the movement and joined 
the Andhra Pradesh Radical Students Union (APRSU) in 1975 and attended the second 
district conference two years later. He participated in the military camp in the forest area 
of Tadicherla prior to December 1999 where another senior leader Nalla Adi Reddy alias 
Shyam, Erram Reddy, Santhosh Reddy, Sheelam Naresh and PWG member Singam Lachi 
Rajam were killed in an encounter. He was arrested by the Dharmapuri police in 1977 
and went underground after release. He worked as dalam member and leader in Mathani, 
Mahadevpur areas between 1977 and 1981. He also worked in Maharashtra forest division 
and Bastar area in Madhya Pradesh (now Chhattisgarh) till 1996 and was elevated as 
Central Organising committee of PWG in 1997. 

The top Maoist leader, who has been implicated by the Andhra Pradesh police in 21 
cases was not allowed to talk to media and only his daughter Latha and his advocate 
were permitted to talk to him. Malla Raji Reddy is still incarcerated in Andhra Pradesh 


awaiting trial. 
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Perarivaalan 


It was on 11" June, 1991 at 10.30pm, A.G.Perarivaalan, an engineering student, known 
as arivu (meaning knowledge) was picked up by CBI at Periyar Thidal, Chennai. Later, he 
was convicted and sentenced to death along with 25 others by the TADA designated court 
in Chennai in the Rajiv Gandhi assassination case. He was nineteen years old when he 
was arrested, now he is 37 years old and this is the 17‘ year of his incarceration. His 
arrest was based on the single charge of buying two nine-volt battery cells, which were, 
according to CBI, used to make the bomb that killed Rajiv Gandhi. 

Later, the Supreme Court pronounced a judgment that set free nineteen of the twenty- 
six accused in the case while confirming the conviction of the remaining seven. Out of 
which three were given life sentence and for the rest four, namely Nalini, her husband 
Murugan, Santhan and Perarivalan, the Supreme Court confirmed both the conviction 
and pronounced death sentence. However, the same Supreme Court judgment says that 
the killing of Rajiv Gandhi was not an act of terrorism as defined in law, and so the TADA 
act, under which he was arrested, interrogated and convicted, cannot be applied to this 
particular case! But the apex court could not think it fit to quash the sentence given by 
the designated court on the basis of evidence collected under TADA and atrial that went 
on under the same court. . 

This fact makes it evident that the police had invented many conspiracy theories 
whereby some innocents were awarded death sentence. If one reads the judgments and 
the related (rather extracted) statements, one can easily find the serious inconsistency 
and hollowness of the police claims. It needs to be stressed here that this method of 
extracting statements from the accused in police custody was inadmissible even in the 
British colonial rule on the ground that torture by the police is widespread, routine and 
uncontrollable. Moreover, in almost all the cases, TADA and POTA have been proved as 
being draconian, irrational and unjust laws. Rather than preventing terrorism, these laws 
have terrorized and traumatized several innocent lives. 

Perarivaalan had to undergo humanly unbelievable experiences of torture in police 
custody. Entirely unlawful methods were used to gather evidence against him. He was 
forced to sign a statement based on which he was convicted and given death sentence. 
His aged parents have been trying endlessly and tirelessly to secure his release. Their 
mental and physical agony also needs to be accounted for. While in jail, he has made 
attempts at gaining educational qualification too. It needs to be kept in mind that to 
remain in the shadows of the gallows for such an endlessly long period of time is itself a 
punishment. Even life prisonment in normal practice does not entail so many years of 
imprisonment. Living in these conditions for so long should be treated as a harsher 
punishment than death itself and is definitely one of the worst kinds of violation of human 
rights. In the wake of the above mentioned facts and arguments, Perarivaalan’s humble 
request to stop his death penalty and securing his unconditional release at the earliest 
must be respected by every rational and democratic minded individual and organisation. 
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Inteview with 


Afzal Guru 


Vinod K. Jose 


A rusted table, and behind it stood a well built man in uniform holding a spoon in his hand. 
Visitors, all of them looked habituated, queued up to open their plastic bags containing food, allowing 
it to be smelt, sometimes even tasted. The security man’s spoon paved its way through the thick 
grease floating curries—Malai Kofta, Shahi Paneer, Aalu Bengan, and Mixed Vegetables. As the 
visitors opened tiny bags of curries the spoon separated each piece of vegetable from the other, 
quite mechanically. ‘Frisking’ the food of a middle aged woman the spoon took a dip at the water in 
the steel bowl nearby. It then moved to the plastic bags of the next in the queue, an early teenage 
boy. By now water in the steel bowl has all kinds of colours. The floating oil gave it a vibgyor effect 
when light hit at it on the winter afternoon. Around 4.30 my turn came. The man left the spoon on 
the table and frisked my body top to bottom, thrice thoroughly. And when the metal detector made 
noise | had to remove my belt, steel watch, and keys. The man on duty bearing the badge of Tamilnadu 
Special Police (TSP) looked satisfied. | am allowed to enter now. This is the fourth security drill | had 
to go through to get into the ‘High Risk Ward’ of Prison No 3 in Tihar Central Prison. |!am on my way 
to meet Mohammad Afzal, one of the most talked-about men in contemporary times. 

A room with many tiny cubicles. Visitor and inmate were separated by a thick glass, and iron 
grills. Both were connected through a mike and a speaker fixed on the wall. Poorly audible, people 
at both sides of the glass strained their ears, touching the wall to listen to each other. Mohammad 
Afzal was already at the other side of the cubicle. His face gave me an impression of unfathomable 
dignity and calmness. A little short man in his mid thirties wearing white kurta paijama had a Reynolds 
pen in his pocket. A very clear voice welcomed me with the best of all mannerisms. 

“How are you sir?” . 

| said, I'm fine. Am | to return the same question to a man on the deathrow, was apprehensive 
for a second, but | did. | 

“Very fine. Thank you sir” he answered with warmth. 

The conversation went on for close to an hour, and continued a fortnight later with a second 
Mulakat (meeting). Both of us were in a hurry to answer and ask whatever one could in the time. | 
went on scribbling in my tiny pocket book. He seemed to be a person who wanted to tell a lot of 
things to the world, but repeated his helplessness to reach people from the current stature of 
‘condemned for life’. Excerpts of the interview. 


There are so many contradicting images of Afzal. Which Afzal am | meeting? 
Is it? But as far as I’m concerned there is only one Afzal. That is me. 


Who is that Afzal? 

(A moments’ silence) 

Afzal as a young, enthusiastic, intelligent, idealistic young man, Afzal a Kashmiri influenced like 
many thousands in the Kashmir Valley in the political climate of early 1990s, who was a JKLF member 
and crossed over to the other side of Kashmir, but in a matter of weeks got disillusioned and came 
back and tried to live a normal life, but was never allowed to do so by the security agencies who at 
inordinate times picked me up, tortured the pulp out of me, electrified, frozen in cold water, dipped 
in petrol, smoked in chilies you name it, and falsely implicated in a case, with no lawyer, no fair trial, 
finally condemned to death. The lies the police told was propagated by you in media. And that 
perhaps created what the Supreme Court referred to as “collective conscience of the nation”. And 
to satisfy that “collective conscience” I’m condemned to death. That is the Mohammad Afzal you 


are meeting. w 


After a moments’ silence, he continued. 

But | wonder whether the outside world knows anything about this Afzal. | ask you, did | get a 
chance to tell my story? Do you think justice is done? Would you like to hang a person without 
giving him a lawyer? Without a fair trial? Without listening to what he had to go through in life? 
Democracy doesn’t mean all this, does it? 


Can we begin with your life? Your life before the case... 

It was a turbulent political period in Kashmir when | was growing up. Maqbul Bhatt was hanged. 
The situation was volatile. The people of Kashmir decided to fight an electoral battle once again to 
resolve the Kashmir issue through peaceful means. Muslim United Front (MUF) was formed to 
represent the sentiments of Kashmiri Muslims for the final settlement of the Kashmir issue. 
Administration at Delhi was alarmed by the kind of support that MUF was gaining and in the 
consequence we saw rigging in the election on an unprecedented scale. And the leaders, who took 
part in the election and won with huge majority, were arrested, humiliated and put behind bars. It 
is only after this that the same leaders gave call for armed resistance. In response thousands of 
youth took to armed revolt. | dropped out from my MBBS studies in Jnelum Valley Medical College, 
Srinagar. | was also one of those who crossed to the other side of Kashmir as aJKLF member, but was 
disillusioned after seeing Pakistani politicians acting the same as the Indian politicians in dealing 
with Kashmiris. | returned after few weeks. | surrendered to the security force, and you know, | was 
even given a BSF certificate as surrendered militant. | began to start life anew. | could not become a 
doctor but | became a dealer of medicines and surgical instruments on commission basis (laughs). 

With the meager income | even bought a scooter and also got married. But never a day passed 
by without the scare of Rashtriya Rifles and STF men harassing me. If there was a militant attack 
somewhere in Kashmir they would round up civilians, torture them to pulp. The situation was even 
worse for a surrendered militant like me. They detained us for several weeks, and threatened to 
implicate in false cases and were let free only if we paid huge bribes. Many times | had to go through 
this. Major Ram Mohan Roy of 22 Rashtriya Rifles gave electric shock to my private parts. Many 
times | was made to clean their toilets and sweep their camps. Once | had to bribe the security men 
with all that | had to escape from the Humhama STF torture camp. D.S.P. Vinay Gupta and D.S.P. 
Davinder Singh supervised the torture. One of their torture experts, Inspector Shanty Singh, electrified 
me for three hours until | agreed to pay one lakh rupees as bribe. My wife sold her jewelry and for 
the remaining amount they sold my scooter. | left the camp broken both financially and mentally. 
For six months | could not go outside home because my body was in such a bad shape. | could not 
even share the bed with my wife as my penile organ had been electrified. | had to take medical 
treatment to regain potency... 

Afzal narrated the torture details with a disturbing calmness on his face. He seemed to have lot 
of details to tell me about the torture he faced. But unable to hear the horror stories of security 
forces that operate with my tax money, | cut him short and asked: 


If you could come to the Case..., what were the incidents that led to the Parliament attack Case? 
After all the lessons | learned in STF camps, which is either you and your family members get 
harassed constantly for resisting or cooperate with the STF blindly, | had hardly any options left, 
when D.S.P. Davinder Singh asked me to do a small job for him. That is what he told, “a small job”. He 
told me that | had to take one man to Delhi. | was supposed to find a rented house for him in Delhi. 
| was seeing the man first time, but since he did not speak Kashmiri | suspected he was an outsider. 
He told his name was Mohammad [Mohammad is identified by the police as the man who led the 5 
gunmen who attacked the Parliament. All of them were killed by the security men in the attack]. 
When we were in Delhi Mohammad and me used to get phone calls from Davinder Singh. | had 
also noticed that Mohammad used to visit many people in Delhi. After he purchased a car he told 
me now | could go back and gave me 35,000 rupees saying it was a gift. And | left to Kashmir for Eid. 
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When I was about to leave for Sopore from Srinagar bus stand | was arrested and taken to 
Parimpora police station. They tortured me and took me to STF headquarters and from there brought 
me to Delhi. In the torture chamber of Delhi Police Special Cell! told them everything | knew about 
Mohammad. But they insisted that | should say that my cousin Showkat, his wife Navjot, S.A.R. 
Geelani and | were the people behind the Parliament attack. They wanted me to say this convincingly 
in front of media. | resisted. But | had no option than to yield when they told me my family was in. 
their custody and threatened to kill them. | was made to sign many blank pages and was forced to 
talk to the media and claim responsibility for the attack by repeating what the police told me to say. 
When a journalist asked me about the role of S.A.R. Geelani | told him Geelani was innocent. A.C.P. 
Rajbeer Singh shouted at me in the full media glare for talking beyond what they tutored. They were 
really upset when | deviated from their story and Rajbeer Singh requested the journalists not to 
broadcast that part where | spoke of Geelani’s innocence. 

Rajbeer Singh allowed me to talk to my wife the next day. After the call he told me if | wanted to 
see them alive | had to cooperate. Accepting the charges was the only option in front of me if | 
wanted to see the family alive and the Special Cell officers promised they would make my case weak 
so | would be released after sometime. Then they took me to various places and showed me the 
markets where Mohammad had purchased different things. Thus they made the evidence for the 
case. 

Police made me a scapegoat in order to mask their failure to find out the mastermind of 
Parliament attack. They have fooled the people. People still don’t know whose idea it was to attack 
the Parliament. | was entrapped into the case by Special Task Force (STF) of Kashmir and implicated 
by Delhi Police Special Cell. | 

The media constantly played the tape. The police officers received awards. And! was condemned 
to death. 


Why didn’t you find legal defence? 

| had no one to turn to. | did not even see my family until six months into the trial. And when | 
saw them it was only for a short time in the Patiala House Court. There was no one to arrange a 
lawyer for me. As legal aid is a fundamental right in this country | named four lawyers whom | 
wished to have defended me. But the judge S.N. Dhingra, said all four refused to do the case. The 
lawyer whom the Court chose for me began by admitting some of the most crucial documents 
without even asking me what the truth of the matter was. She was not doing the job properly and 
finally she moved to defend another fellow accused. Then the Court appointed an amicus curiae, 
not to defend me, but to assist court in the matter. He never met me. And he was very hostile and 
communal. That is my case, completely unrepresented at the crucial trial stage. The fact of the 
matter is that | did not have a lawyer and in a case like this, what does not having a lawyer mean 
everyone can understand. If you wanted to put me to death what was the need for such a long legal 
process which to me was totally meaningless? 


Do you want to make any appeal to the world? 

| have no specific appeals to make. | have said whatever | wanted to say in my petition to the 
President of India. My simple, appeal is that do not allow blind nationalism and mistaken perceptions 
to lead you to deny even the most fundamental rights of your fellow citizens. Let me repeat what 
S.A.R. Geelani said after he was awarded death sentence at the trial court, he said, peace comes 
with justice. If there is no justice, there is no peace. | think that is what | want to say now. If you want 
to hang me, go ahead with it but remember it would be a black spot on the judicial and political 


system of India. 
What is the condition in jail? 
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I’m lodged in solitary confinement in the high risk cell. I’m taken out from my cell only for a short 
period during noon. No radio, no television. Even the newspaper | subscribe reaches me torn. If 
there is a news item about me, they tear that portion apart and give me the rest. 


Apart from the uncertainty about your future, what else concerns you the most? 

Yes, a lot of things concern me. There are hundreds of Kashmiris languishing in different jails, 
without lawyers, without trial, without any rights. The situation of civilians in the streets of Kashmir 
is not any different. The valley itself is an open prison. These days the news of fake encounters is 
coming out. But that is only the tip of a big iceberg. Kashmir has everything that you don’t want to 
see ina civilized nation. They breathe torture. Inhale injustice. 

(He paused for a moment) 

Also, there are so many thoughts that come into my mind; farmers who get displaced, merchants 
whose shops are sealed in Delhi and so on. So many faces of injustice you can see and identify, can’t 
you? Have you thought how many thousands of people get affected by all this, their livelihood, 
family...? All these things too, worry me. 

(Again a longer pause) 

Also global developments. | took to the news of the execution of Saddham Hussain with utmost 
sadness. Injustice so openly and shamelessly done. Iraq, the land of Mesopotamia, world’s richest 
civilization, that taught us mathematics, use a 60 minute clock, 24 hour day, 360 degree circle, is 
thrashed to dust by the Americans. Americans are destroying all other civilizations and value systems. 
Now the so called War against Terrorism is only good in spreading hatred and causing destruction. | 
can go on saying what worries me. 


Which books are you reading now? | 

| finished reading Arundhati Roy. Now I’m reading Sartre’s work on existentialism. You see, itisa 
poor library in the jail. So | will have to request the visiting Society for the Protection of Detainees 
and Prisoners Rights (SPDPR) members for books. 


There is a campaign in defence for you... 

| am really moved and obliged by the thousands of people who came forward saying injustice is 
done to me. The lawyers, students, writers, intellectuals, and all those people are doing something 
great by speaking against injustice. 

The situation was such at the beginning, in 2001 and initial days of the case that it was impossible 
for justice loving people to come forward. When the High Court acquitted SAR Geelani people 
started questioning the police theory. And when more and more people became aware of the case 
details and facts and started seeing things beyond the lies, they began speaking up. It is natural that 
justice loving people speak up and say, injustice is done to Afzal. Because that is the truth. 


Members of your family have conflicting opinion on your case? 

My wife has been consistently saying that | was wrongly framed. She has seen how the STF 
tortured me and did not allow me to live a normal life. She also knew how they implicated me in the 
case. She wants me to see our son Ghalib growing up. | have also an elder brother who apparently 
is speaking against me under duress from the STF. It is unfortunate what he does, that’s what | can 
Say. 

See, it is a reality in Kashmir now, what you call the counter insurgency operations take any dirty 
shape—that they field brother against brother, neighbor against neighbor. You are breaking a society 
with your dirty tricks. 

As far as the campaign is concerned | had requested and authorized Society for the Protection of 
Detainees and Prisoners Society (SPDPR) run by Geelani and group of activists to do the campaign. 
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What comes to your mind when you think of your wife Tabassum and Son Ghalib? 

This year is the tenth anniversary of our wedding. Over half that period | spent in jail. And prior 
to that, many a times | was detained and tortured by Indian security forces in Kashmir. Tabassum 
witnessed both my physical and mental wounds. Many times | returned from the torture camp 
unable to stand, all kinds of torture including electric shock to my penis, she gave me hope to 


live...We did not have a day of peaceful living. It is the story of many Kashmiri couples. Constant fear 
is the dominant feeling in all Kashmiri households. 


We were so happy when a child was born. We named our son after the legendary poet Mirza 
Ghalib. We had a dream to see our son Ghalib grow up. | could spend very little time with him. After 
his second birthday | was implicated in the case. 


What do you want him to grow up as? 

Professionally, if you are asking, a doctor. Because that is my incomplete dream. 

But most importantly, | want him to grow without fear. | want him to speak against injustice. 
That | am sure he will be. Who else know the story of injustice better than my wife and son? 

[While Afzal continued talking about his wife and son, | could not stop recollecting what Tabassum 
told me when | met her outside Supreme Court in 2005 during the case’s appeal stage. When Afzal’s 
family members remained in Kashmir Tabassum dared to come to Delhi with her son Ghalib to 
organize defence for Afzal. Outside the Supreme Court New Lawyers chamber, at the tiny tea stall 
on the roadside, she chatted in detail about Afzal. While sipping and complaining the tea for excess 
sugar she told about how Afzal enjoyed cooking. One picture she painted stuck me deep—one of 
those dear private moments in their lives, he would not allow her to enter kitchen, make her seated 
on the chair nearby and Afzal would cook, holding one book in his hand, aladle in the other and read 
out stories for her...] 


If i may ask you about Kashmir issue...how do you think it can be solved? 

First let the government be sincere to the people of Kashmir. And let them initiate talk with the 
real representatives of Kashmir. Trust me, the real representatives of Kashmir can solve the problem. 
But if the government consider peace process as a tactics of counter insurgency, then the issue is 
not going to be solved. It is time some sincerity is shown. 


Who are the real people? 

Find out from the sentiments of the people of Kashmir . | am not going to name x, y Or z. 

And | have an appeal to Indian media; stop acting as a propaganda tool. Let them report the 
truth. With their smartly worded and politically loaded news reports, they distort facts, make 
incomplete reports, build hardliners, terrorists et al. They easily fall for the games of the intelligence 
agencies. By doing insincere journalism you are adding to the problem. Disinformation on Kashmir 
should stop first. Allow Indians to know the complete history of the conflict, let them know the 
ground realities. True democrats cannot turn down the facts. If Indian government is not taking into 
account the wishes of Kashmiri people, then they can’t solve the problem. It will continue to be a 
conflict zone. ? 

Also you tell me how are you going to develop real trust among Kashmiris when you send out 
the message that India has a justice system that hang people without giving a lawyer, without a fair 
trial? Tell me, when hundreds of Kashmiris are lodged in jails most of them with no lawyer, no hope 
for justice, are you not further escalating the distrust on Indian government among Kashmiris? Do 
you think if you don’t address the core issues and do a cosmetic effort, you can solve Kashmir 
conflict? No, you can’t. Let the democratic institutions of both India and Pakistan start showing 
some sincerity, their politicians, Parliament, justice system, media, intellectuals... 
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Security men were killed in the Parliament attack. What is that you have to tell their relatives? 

In fact | share the pain of the family members who lost their dear ones in the attack. But | feel sad 
that they are misled to believe that hanging an innocent person like me would satisfy them. They 
are used as pawns in a completely distorted cause of nationalism. | appeal them to come out of it 
and see through things. 


What do you see is your achievement in life? 

My biggest achievement perhaps is that through my case and the campaign on the injustice 
done to me, the horror of STF has been brought to light. | am happy that now people are discussing 
security forces’ atrocities on civilians, encounter killings, disappearances, torture camps, etc...These 
are the realities that a Kashmiri grows up with. People outside Kashmir have no clue what Indian 
security forces are up to in Kashmir. 

Even if they kill me for no crime of mine, it would be because they cannot stand the truth. They 
cannot face the questions arise out of hanging a Kashmiri with no lawyer. 


An ear-splitting electric bell rang. | could hear hurried up conversations from the neighbor cubicles. 
This was my last question to Afzal. 


What do you want to be known as? 

He thought for a minute, and answered: As Afzal, as Mohmammad Afzal. iam Afzal for Kashmiris, 
and | am Afzal for Indians as well, but the two groups have an entirely conflicting perception of my 
being. | would naturally trust the judgment of Kashmiri people not only because | am one among 
them but also because they are well aware of the reality | have been through and they cannot be 
misled into believing any distorted version of either a history or an incident. 

| was confused with this last statement of Mohammad Afzal, but on further reflection | began to 
understand what he meant. History of Kashmir and narration of an incident by a Kashmiri is always 
a big shock for an Indian whose sources of knowledge on Kashmir happen to be confined only to the 
text books and media reports. Afzal did just that to me. 

Two more bells. Time to end Mulakat. But people were still busy conversing. Mike put off. Speaker 
stopped. But if you strained your ear, and watched the lip movement, you could still hear him. The 
guards made rough round-ups, asking to leave. As they found visitors not leaving, they put the lights 
off, mulakat room turned dark. 

In the long stretch of walk out from the Jail No 3 of Tihar jail com pound to the main road | found 
myself in the company of clusters of twos and threes, moving out silently—either a cluster of mother, 
wife and daughter; or brother, sister and wife; or friend and brother; or someone else. Every cluster 
had two things in common. They carried an empty cotton bag back with them. Those bags had 
stains of Malai Kofta, Shahi Paneer and Mixed Vegetables, often spilled over by the rash frisking of 
the TSP man’s spoon. The second, | observed, they all wore inexpensive winter clothes, torn shoes, 
and outside Gate No 3 they waited for Bus No 588, Tilak Nagar-Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium bus, that 
perhaps took them to Dhaulakuan main junction—they are the poor citizens of this country. | 
remembered President Abdul Kalam’s musing how poor people were the awardees of capital 
punishments. My interviewee is also one. When | asked him how much ‘tokens’ (the form of currency 
allowed in the jail) he had, he said “enough to survive”. 


Vinod K. Jose is a foreign correspondent attached with Radio Pacifica Network, USA. He is based in 
New Delhi. 
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Govindan Kutty 


On December 19th the Kerala Police, under the orders of ! 
Ernakulum Police Commissioner, raided the room of Govindan 
Kutty, 61, the editor and publisher of Peoples March which is 
not a banned publication and confiscated all his literature and 
computer hard disk. Govindan Kutty was arrested under the 
charges of spreading sedition and indulging in unlawful 
activities and was remanded in judicial custody by a lower 
court at Aluva in Kerala. He was implicated ina fabricated case, p 
under a number of clauses like section 134 A and 163B off 
Indian Penal Code and 13 of (1) b of Unlawful Activities 
Prevention Act and sent to Aluva prison. 

The Left Democratic Front (LDF) government in the State under the close instructions 
of UPA Governmentat the Centre resorted to this crackdown onthe popular revolutionary 
magazine. Govindan Kutty, according to his lawyers, was harassed and psychologically 
tortured for a day in the name of interrogation before being sent to judicial custody. Ever 
since he was arrested he was on hunger strike protesting against the trampling down of 
his right to freedom of speech and Freedom of Press. 

He continued his protest within the four walls of the prison demanding his 
unconditional release. His lawyer who met him a couple of the days after the arrest said 
that his health condition was serious given his age and chronic ailments with which has 
been suffering. His life is in a serious threat. Finally he was given bail.The arrest of Govindan 
Kutty and the police crackdown on the office of the publication was an attack on the 
freedom of press. 

As hundreds of thousands of people from all corners of the world know, the People’s 
March supports all revolutionary movements including the Maoist movements in India, 
Nepal and elsewhere. It is a fully legal publication registered with Indian registrar of 
Newspapers of the Government of India with the RNI number KER ENG/2000/2051 and 
the postal registration number: KL/EKM/614/2007-09. The magazine has been coming 
out for over 7 years (since 1998) meeting all the legal requirements. The magazine has 
been freely available not only in bookstalls all over India, but also in prominent libraries 
in New Delhi and other major cities in India and abroad. The People’s March publishes 
news reports and interviews of Maoists, both from India and abroad like all other hundreds 
of magazines and newspapers in India. It is People’s March today which is under attack, 
tomorrow all other media will face the same threat if we don’t raise our voice against 
this attack on freedom of press. 
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Political Prisoners from Punjab Facing the Gallows 


Bhai Jagtar Singh Hawara, Bhai Balwant Singh and 3 other 
Sikh Nationalists were convicted by the CBI court on July 27, 2007 
for assassinating former Punjab chief minister way back on 31 
August 1996 outside Punjab secretariat, Chandigarh. On 31 July 
2007 the court handed over death sentence to Jagtar Singh and 
Balwant Singh while Shamsher Singh, Gurmeet Singh and 
Lakhwinder Singh were given life imprisonment. The fate of sixth 
____ accused in the same case Paramjit Singh Bheora is still undecided 
" » Presently, all are detained in Burail jail, Chandigarh. 
Se Bhai Jagtar Singh and Bhai Balwant 
Singh, who are on death row hails from Ropar and Ludhiana district 
respectively. The verdict left no one doubt that the Indian state 
through its executive and judiciary is continuing its policy of hate 
and retribution started by late Indira Gandhi since she took the 
reins of power. 

Beant Singh who had a criminal bent of mind was responsible 7 = 
for the genocide of the Sikh Nation. He came to power by securing © ¥e 
only 6 per cent of the votes and functioned as a despot. His tenure 
was a black period for democracy. In his regime, killings of Sikh 
youth were order of the day. His assassination was last resort to 
restore Sikh human rights. 

The TADA court of Delhi handed over death sentence to Prof Devinderpal Singh 
Bhullar in connection with the bomb blast aimed to kill Maninder Singh Bitta-a stooge of 
the Indian government and former president of the All India Youth Congress on 11 
September 1993 at Raisina Road, Delhi. Presently, he is lodged in Tihar jail His father 
Sardar Balwant Singh was also killed extra-judicially by the then SSP, Chandigarh after 
he was picked up from his residence on 13 December 1991. Prof Devinderpal Singh was 
lecturer before he joined the struggle. He left the country and reached Germany in 1995, 
where he applied for political asylum but was deported back to India. His deportation, as 
was subsequently recognised and confirmed by court ruling, should never have taken 
place, since the German authority carrying out the deportation had committed grave 
procedural errors. 

Subsequent to his deportation, Professor Bhullar was sentenced to death in India on 

po “2 August 2001 for his alleged involvement in a bomb attack. His appeal 
at the Supreme Court of India in March 2002 was also unsuccessful. 
In his case, there was a split verdict. He was convicted for 
conspiracy on a confession extracted under duress by the police. 
Whilst two of the three judges upheld the death sentence, the 
presiding judge at the Supreme Court submitted a dissenting 
' a ~=—STt—‘(C;é inion; é—pileading for an acquittal, citing a lack of corroborative 

tr 4@ ig evidence for Professor Singh Bhullar’s “confession”. 

cf 2 Note- They all are political prisoners as they were part and 
ie ud parcel of the Sikh struggle for right to self-determination. The Sikh 
~~ = "= Nation held all of them in high esteem. 
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-Patitpavan Haldar 


Maoist leader Patitpavan, also known as Tapas was arrested by the Indian intelligence 
agencies and West Bengal Police on 15'" May 2005. He was arrested from Konenagar 
railway station in Hooghly district along with Sushil Roy, another revolutionary leader. 
Tapas was a central committee member of the CP! (Maoist) and the secretary of the 
party’s West Bengal State committee. 

Tapas was illegally detained and subjected to physical and psychological torture by 
the West Bengal police under the supervision of the leaders of CPI (Marxist), a leading 
partner of the ruling left-front coalition government in West Bengal and a junior ruling 
coalition partner in the central government in New Delhi. He was produced in a court of 
law on 24" May in Belpahari in West Midnapur following strong popular protests that 
erupted apprehending his murder by the police through a staged encounter. He has been 
denied the status of a political prisoner though he is a member of the CPI (Maoist) and 
are in leading position of the party. He has gone through torture and humiliation by the 
prison authorities. They are being kept as ordinary prisoners along with criminal prisoners. 

Tapas has been implicated in a number of fabricated criminal cases and are at present 
incarcerated in a jail of West Midnapur. The arrest of him and other senior leaders of the 
CP! (Maoist) were made within a few weeks after the UPA Government at the centre 
formulated a major policy decision about internal security as the main issue of the country. 
CPI- (Marxist) is a major partner along with the. Congress Party in framing this policy of . 
cold-blooded murders and witch--hunting of the revolutionaries in India. 

Tapas hails from a lower middle class family and became deeply involved in the 
revolutionary agrarian movement at a young age. Tapas associated himself with the MCC 
since the days or his childhood. He always stood firm in the ideological debates that 
arose in each phase of the movement, to take it forward. In India, the Maoists are generally 
murdered in cold blood after inhuman and brutal torture, when captured by the state 
forces. In rare cases they are produced in courts of law. Even in such a context, there are 
several thousand Maoist leaders, cadres of different levels and revolutionary masses 
today incarcerated in several high security prisons in India. Invariably, all these 
revolutionaries have been kept in prisons under various draconian laws for years primarily 
for their political conviction and opposition to the ruling classes. 

In West Bengal alone there are more than 2800 prisoners who have been arrested for 
their political opposition to the ruling left front government while 1200 of ,them belong 
to the CPI (Maoist). In Orissa about 1000 people are facing cases at present in connection 
Maoist activities and 400 of then are languishing in various prisons of the state. Similarly, 
In Andhra Pradesh several hundred Maoists are in prisons. Same is the case in Bihar, 
Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh. Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra and Haryana. 

In Kashmir and North East too, there are several hundreds of people who have been 
imprisoned for their political opinion and conviction. Again in Gujarat and various other 
states as well there are several hundred Muslims who have been implicated in false 
cases including under the draconian POTA for the only reason that they are Muslims and 
they have asserted their religious identity. 

In these circumstances the need of the hour is to voice and uphold the rights of these 
political prisoners. The release of all political prisoners in the country is a necessity, for 
they continue to be incarcerated for their political convictions and social commitment. 
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Prashant Rahi 


Prashant Rahi is a senior journalist of Uttarakhand who 
has been arrested by the state police on 15" December 2007 
in Dehradun on the alleged charge of being a Maoist 
commander. The police secretly confined him for five days 
after which he was shown arrested from the forests of 
Hanspur Khatta on 21* December. The media too reproduced 
the version stated by the police. 

During the next three days of his arrest, Prashant was held |_ 
at the Provincial Armed Constabulary Camp at Hardwar 
where he was kept blindfolded, confined to a small room 
and reportedly tortured with daily beatings of his body, 
lasting for three to four hours at a stretch, after which a doctor | 
came to examine him. He was similarly tortured for two more days at another unknown 
location in Udhamsingh Nagar before being taken to the Khatima magistrate’s court on 23" 
December. Prashant Rahi has been charged under the Indian Penal Code (IPC) with criminal 
conspiracy (Section 120B), waging or attempting to wage war or abetting waging of war 
against the state (Section 121), conspiracy to commit offences (Section 121A), sedition 
(Section 124A) and permitting unlawful assembly in one’s land (Section 153B). He has also 
been charged under the UAPA with being a member of an unlawful organisation (Section 
10) and being a member of a banned ora terrorist organisation (Section 20). He is currently 
being held at the Dehra Dun central prison and his petition for bail is pending before court. 

Prashant Rahi had been working in close association with the local people’s struggles in 
Uttarakhand for the last 17 years. He has been a journalist by profession. Starting journalism 
as a profession from Himachal Times, he moved on to The Statesman and worked many 
years covering people’s issues. He is a native of Maharashtra and pursued his education 
from Banaras Hindu University. 

This incident is in continuance of the trend set by many innocent arrests in the last few 
months including that of Binayak Sen and some journalists in Kerala and Andhra Pradesh of 
targeting pro-people intelligentsia. The trend has become increasingly apparent in those 
parts of the country where people’s movement is strong. This state action is clearly a part 
of the efforts being carried out by the various state governments to secure hefty amount of 
funds from the central government in the name of combating Naxalism. For this, it becomes 
imperative for them to prove that the state is inflicted with this insurgency. 

Article 14 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), to which 
India is a signatory, stipulates that “everyone shall be entitled to a fair and public hearing 
by a competent, independent and impartial tribunal established by law”. This includes access 
to prosecutorial evidence before the trial, in order to have adequate time and facilities to 
prepare a defence, and the right to examine witnesses against them. These rights of the 
prisoner must be respected while in state’s custody. An impartial investigation into the 
circumstances under which Prashant Rahi was arrested must be conducted. The allegations 
of torture and cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment during his detention must be probed 
into by an independent judicial enquiry. Moreover, the government must withdraw all the 
false charges against Prashant and release him unconditionally without any delay. 
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Rajanna 


Rajanna, also known as Kura Rajaiah who is 59 years of age, the central 
committee member and secretary of CPI (ML) Janshakti, was arrested along with 
four other state committee leaders of Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra and Uttar 
Pradesh from a bus stand in Barabanki district of Uttar Pradesh. He is a native of 
Boinwada in Vemulawada of Andhra Pradesh. He is an engineering graduate from 
Osmania University. After graduating, he joined the Naxalite movement in 1974 
and later founded the Rajanna faction of CPI (ML) Janashakti. He had been living 
an underground revolutionary life for the past three decades. During this period, 
Rajanna could never be arrested by the police. His wife however died in an 
‘encounter’ in 1999. 

The police later produced the arrested Naxalite leaders at Metpalli court in 
Andhra Pradesh. The magistrate remanded them to judicial custody. The police 
shifted them to Jagtial sub-jail at night. The police announced the arrests ending 
nearly 36 hours of suspense after a habeas corpus petition was filed in the Andhra 
Pradesh high court by A. Savithri, a relative of Rajanna. The petitioner contended 
that there was a threat to the life of Rajanna and others since the police might kill 
them on their way from Uttar Pradesh to Andhra Pradesh on the pretext of self- 
defense. The petitioner sought a direction to the police to produce him before 
the court. 

A division bench had earlier directed the state police to respond to the allegation 
that Rajanna was in police custody. The case was adjourned, asking the police to 
file the response by then. The same day, a delegation of civil rights activists 
including revolutionary balladeer Gaddar, revolutionary poet Varavara Rao, former 
Andhra Pradesh Civil Liberties Committee (APCLC) president M Ratnamala and 
Janashakti leader Chandranna met Home Minister K Jana Reddy and sought the 
details of the whereabouts of Rajanna and other Janashakti leaders. Jana Reddy 
initially denied having any information on the arrest of the Naxalite leaders. He 
however directed the Additional DGP (Intelligence) to verify with his subordinates 
and the UP police whether the Naxalite leaders were in police custody. Presently 
Rajanna and his comrades are incarcerated in the Warangal prison undergoing 
trial. 
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Chintan 


Born ina rich peasant family in the East Champaran district of Bihar, Narendra Kumar 
Singh, was an outstanding student. He obtained an Engineering degree from the Benaras 
Hindu University and did a PhD. in Sociology from the Jawaharlal Nehru University, based 
on field work on the life of adivasis in the Hazaribagh district of Bihar. While studying there 
he decided to devote himself to the cause of the upliftment of the people. Giving up all his 
wordly possessions, he went to settle in Harnataar, Bagha, which is a remote area surrounded 
by hills and mountains and inhabited mostly by tribal people. Here he became well known 
as Dr. Oshe. 

While working as an Engineer in Delhi, he became a trade unionist. He used to bring out 
a magazine called “Mazdoor Hastaskshep” (Workers Intervention). He quit his job because 
he could not tolerate the high handedness of his bosses, and that was the end of his short 
stint in formal employment. He then devoted himself completely to his social activities. 

During his Harnataar stay, he had formed an abiding friendship with a student Krishna 
Oraon (later known as Shyam). Together they laboured to set up a school in Sundarpur 
village, which became so popular, that within a few months hundreds of children from the 
nearby villages flocked there. Gradually Narendra Kumar Singh, better known as Chintan, 
began five schools in the adivasi areas of Champaran. Not only was the education of a good 
quality, but these schools were also ushering in a new awakening amongst the adivasi 
people. In these schools, rather than “Prayer” (Prarthana), a song of “Inspiration” (Prerana) 
would be sung. In the annual day programmes, whole villages would attend, enjoy a variety 
of cultural programmes and feast on rice collected by the children. 

Chintan thus integrated himself with the adivasi people, but, restless to improve their 
miserable socio-economic conditions, he was searching for a revolutionary organisation to 
lead him. -Finally, he joined the Maoist Communist Centre, and under his leadership, 
revolutionary work in the Champaran district started to grow by leaps and bounds. 

As the-revolutionary mass organisations of the MCC were growing, the government 
closed down Dr. Oshe’s schools and warrants were issued against the teachers. A large 
number of students and teachers joined the ranks of the revolutionary organisation. Dr. 
Oshe would always living with the people, teaching them and fighting with them. 

Once when he was travelling from one village to another on a bicycle, he was spotted 
by a spy (dalal) and arrested by the Loukaria police. He was taken from one thana (police 
Station) to another, and subjected to unbearable torture. Yet he did not break down. The 
news of his arrest spread like wild fire and people of many villages started demonstrations 
and attacks on the thanas. The lands and properties of many spies and landlords were 
seized by the Revolutionary Peasants Committee. The police was forced to demonstrate to 
the people that Chintan was alive, before they could send him to jail. 

After his release, he worked with redoubled vigour and became Secretary of the North 
Bihar-Uttar Pradesh-Uttaranchal Special Area Committee in the united CPI (Maoist). Arrested 


by the Special Task Force on 18th October, 2006, he has remained staunch despite brutal 
torture. 
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Torture in the US Prisons 


Alfred W. McCoy 


In April 2004, Americans were stunned when the news channel CBS broadcast those now- 
notorious photographs from Iraq’s Abu Ghraib prison, showing hooded Iraqis stripped naked 
while U.S. soldiers stood by smiling. As this scandal grabbed headlines around the globe, 
Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld insisted that the abuses were “perpetrated by a small 
number of U.S. military,” whom New York Times’ columnist William Safire soon branded 
“creeps”, a line that few in the press had reason to challenge. 

When | looked at these photos, | did not see snapshots of simple brutality or a breakdown 
in military discipline. After more than a decade of studying the Philippine military’s torture 
techniques for a monograph published by Yale back 1999, | could see the tell-tale signs of the 
CIA’s psychological methods. For example, that iconic photo of a hooded lraqi with fake 
electrical wires hanging from his extended arms shows, not the sadism of a few “creeps,” but 
instead the two key trademark’s of the CIA’s psychological torture. The hood was for sensory 
disorientation. The arms were extended for self-inflicted pain. It was that simple; it was that 
obvious. 

After making that argument in an op-ed for the Boston Globe two weeks after CBS 
published the photos, | began exploring the historical continuity, the connections, between 
the CIA torture research back in the 1950s and Abu Ghraib in 2004. By using the past to 
interrogate the present, | published a book titled A Question of Torture last January that 
tracks the trail of an extraordinary historical and institutional continuity through countless 
pages of declassified documents. The findings are disturbing and bear directly upon the 
ongoing bitter debate over torture that culminated in the enactment of the Military 
Commissions law just last October. 

From 1950 to 1962, the CIA led a secret research effort to crack the code of human 
consciousness, a veritable Manhattan project of the mind with costs that reached a billion 
dollars a year. Many have heard about the most outlandish and least successful aspect of this 
research — the testing of LSD on unsuspecting subjects and the tragic death of a CIA employee, 
Dr. Frank Olson, who jumped to his death from a New York hotel after a dose of this drug. 
This Agency drug testing, the focus of countless sensational press accounts and a half-dozen 
major books, led nowhere. 

But obscure ClA-funded behavioral experiments, outsourced to the country’s leading 
universities, produced two key findings, both duly and dully reported in scientific journals, 
that contributed to the discovery of a distinctly American form of torture: psychological torture. 
With funding from Canada’s Defense Research Board, famed Canadian psychologist Dr. Donald 
O. Hebb found that he could induce a state akin to psychosis in just 48 hours. What had the 
doctor done—drugs, hypnosis, electroshock? No, none of the above. 

For two days, student volunteers at McGill University, where Dr. Hebb was chair of 
Psychology, simply sat in comfortable cubicles deprived of sensory stimulation by goggles, 
gloves, and ear muffs. One of Hebb’s subjects, University of California-Berkeley English 
professor Peter Dale Scott, has described the impact of this experience in his 1992 epic poem, 


“Listening to the Candle”: 
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Nothing in those weeks added up 

yet the very aimlessness 

preconditioning my mind... 

of sensory deprivation 

as a paid volunteer 

in the McGill experiment 

for the US Air Force 

(two CIA reps at the meeting) 

my ears sore from their earphones’ 
amniotic hum my eyes 

under two bulging halves of ping pong balls 
arms covered to the tips with cardboard tubes 
those familiar hallucination 

| was the first to report 

as for example the string 

of cut-out paper men 

emerging from a manhole 

in the side of a snow-white hill 

distinctly two-dimensional... 


Dr. Hebb himself reported that after just two to three days of such isolation “the subject’s 
very identity had begun to disintegrate.” If you compare a drawing of Dr. Hebb’s student 
volunteers published in “Scientific American” with later photos of soe aaah detainees, 
the similarity is, for good reason, striking. 

During the 1950s as well, two eminent neurologists at Cornell watt Center working for 
the CIA found that the KGB’s most devastating torture technique involved, not crude physical 
beatings, but simply forcing the victim to stand for days at time—while the legs swelled, the 
skin erupted in suppurating lesions, the kidneys shut down, hallucinations began. Again, it 
you look at those hundreds of photos from Abu Ghraib you will see repeated use of this 
method, now called “stress positions.” 

After codification in its 1963 KUBARK manual, the CIA spent the next thirty years 
propagating these torture techniques within the US intelligence community and among anti- 
communist allies across Asia and Latin America. 

Although the Agency trained military interrogators from across Latin America, our 
knowledge of the actual torture techniques comes from a single handbook for a Honduran 
training session, the CIA’s “Human Resources Exploitation Manual — 1983.” To establish control 
at the outset the questioner should, the CIA instructor tells his Honduran trainees, “manipulate 
the subject’s environment, to create unpleasant or intolerable situations, to disrupt patterns 
of time, space, and sensory perception.” To effect this psychological disruption, this 1983 
handbook specified techniques that seem strikingly similar to those outlined 20 years earlier 
in the Kubark Manual and those that would be used 20 years later at Abu Ghraib. 

After the Cold War: When the Cold War came to a close, Washington resumed its advocacy 
of human rights, ratifying the UN Convention Against Torture in 1994 that banned the infliction 
of “severe” psychological and physical pain. On the surface, the United States had apparently 
resolved the tension between its anti-torture principles and its torture practices. 

Yet when President William Clinton sent this UN Convention to Congress for ratification in 
1994, he included language drafted six years earlier by the Reagan administration—with four 
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detailed diplomatic “reservations” focused on just one word in the convention’s 26-printed 
pages. That word was “mental.” 

Significantly, these intricately-constructed diplomatic feservations re-defined torture, as 
interpreted by the United States, to exclude sensory deprivation and self-inflicted pain—the 
very techniques the CIA had refined at such great cost. Of equal import, this definition was 
reproduced verbatim in domestic legislation enacted to give legal force to the UN Convention— 
first in Section 2340 of the US Federal Code and then in the War Crimes Act of 1996. 

Remember that obscure number—Section 2340—for, as we will see, it is the key to 
unlocking the meaning of the controversial Military Commissions Law enacted by the US 
Congress just last September. 

In effect, Washington had split the UN Convention down the middle, banning physical 
torture but exempting psychological abuse. By failing to repudiate the CIA's use of torture, 
while adopting a UN convention that condemned its practice, the United States left this 
contradiction buried like a political land mine ready to detonate with such phenomenal force, 
just 10 years later, in the Abu Ghraib scandal. 

War on Terror: Right after his public address to a shaken nation on September 11, 2001, 
President Bush gave his White House staff wide secret orders, saying, “| don’t care what the 
international lawyers say, we are going to kick some ass.” 

In the months that followed, Administration attorneys translated their president’s 
otherwise unlawful orders into U.S. policy into three controversial, neo-conservative legal 
doctrines: (1.) the president is above the law, (2.) torture is legally acceptable, and (3.) the US 
Navy base at Guantanamo Bay is not US territory. 

To focus on the single doctrine most germane to the history of psychological torture, 
Assistant Attorney General Jay Bybee found grounds, in his now notorious August 2002 memo, 
for exculpating any CIA interrogators who tortured, but later claimed their intention was 
information instead of pain. Moreover, by parsing the UN and US definitions of torture as 
“severe” physical or mental pain, Bybee concluded that pain equivalent to “organ failure” 
was legal—effectively allowing torture right up to the point of death. 

Less visibly, the administration began building a global gulag for torture at Abu Ghraib, 
Bagram, Guantanamo, and a half-dozen additional sites worldwide. In February 2002, the 
White House assured the CIA that the administration’s public pledge to abide by spirit of the 
Geneva Conventions did not apply to its operatives, and significantly, it allowed the Agency 
ten “enhanced” interrogation methods designed by Agency psychologists that included “water 
boarding”. 

Water boarding: Over the past three years, this term “water boarding” has surfaced 
periodically in press accounts of CIA interrogation without any real understanding of 
psychologically devastating impact of this seemingly benign method. It has a venerable lineage, | 
first appearing in a 1541 French judicial handbook, where it was called “Torturae Gallicae 
Ordinariae” or “Standard Gallic Torture”. But it would now become, under the War on Terror, 
what CIA director Porter Goss called, in March 2005 congressional testimony, a “professional 
interrogation technique.” 

There are several methods for achieving water boarding’s perverse effect of drowning in 
open air: most frequently, by making the victim lie prone and then constricting breathing 
with a wet cloth, a technique favored by both the French Inquisition and the CIA; or, 
alternatively, by forcing water directly and deeply into the lungs, as French paratroopers did 
during the Algerian War. 3G 

After French soldiers used the technique on Henri Alleg during the Battle for Algiers in 
1957, this journalist wrote a moving description that turned the French people against a 


torture and the Algerian War. “I tried,” Alleg wrote, “by contracting my throat, to take in as 
little water as possible and to resist suffocation by keeping air in my lungs for as long as i 
could. But | couldn’t hold on for more than a few moments. | had the impression of drowning, 
and a terrible agony, that of death itself, took possession of me.” 

Let us think about the deeper meaning of Alleg’s sparse words—"a terrible agony, that of 
death itself.” As the water blocks air to the lungs, the human organism’s powerful mammalian 
diving reflex kicks in, and the brain is wracked by horrifically painful panic signals—death, 
death, death. After a few endless minutes, the victim vomits out the water, the lungs suck air, | 
and panic subsides. And then it happens again, and again, and again—each time inscribing 
the searing trauma of near death in human memory. 

Guantanamo: In late 2002, Defense Secretary Rumsfeld appointed General Geoffrey Miller 
to command Guantanamo with wide latitude for interrogation, making this prison an ad hoc 
behavioral laboratory. Moving beyond the CIA’s original attack on sensory receptors universal 
to all humans, Guantanamo’s interrogators stiffened the psychological assault by exploring 
Arab “cultural sensitivity” to sexuality, gender identity, and fear of dogs. General Miller also 
formed Behavioral Science Consultation teams of military psychologists who probed each 
detainee for individual phobias, such as fear of dark or attachment to mother. 

Through this total three-phase attack on sensory receptors, cultural identity, and individual 
psyche, Guantanamo perfected the CIA’s psychological paradigm. Significantly, after regular 
inspections of Guantanamo from 2002 the 2004, the Red Cross reported: “The construction 
of such a system...cannot be considered other than an intentional system of cruel, unusual 
and degrading treatment and a form of torture.” 

Abu Ghraib: These enhanced interrogation policies, originally used only against top Al 
Qaeda operatives, soon proliferated to involve thousands of ordinary Iraqis when Baghdad 
erupted in a wave of terror bombings during mid-2003 that launched the resistance to the 
US occupation. After a visit from the Guantanamo chief General Miller in September 2003, 
the U.S. commander for Iraq, General Ricardo Sanchez, issued orders for sophisticated 
psychological torture. 

As you read the following extract from those orders, please look for the defining attributes 
of psychological torture: specifically, sensory disorientation, self-inflicted pain, and that recent 
innovation, attacks on Arab cultural sensitivities. 

U. Environmental Manipulation: Altering the environment to create moderate discomfort 
(e.g. adjusting temperatures or introducing an unpleasant smell)... | 

V. Sleep Adjustment: Adjusting the sleeping times of the detainee (e.g. reversing the 
sleeping cycles from night to day). 

X. Isolation: Isolating the detainee from other detainees ... [for] 30 days. 

Y. Presence of Military Working Dogs: Exploits Arab fear of dogs while maintaining security 
during interrogations... 

AA. Yelling, Loud Music, and Light Control: Used to create fear, disorient detainee and 
prolong capture shock... 

CC. Stress Positions: Use of physical posturing (sitting, standing, kneeling, prone, etc. 

Indeed, my review of the hundreds of still-classified photos taken by soldiers at Abu Ghraib 
reveals, not random, idiosyncratic acts from separate, sadistic minds, but just three 
psychological torture techniques repeated over and over ad nauseum: hooding for sensory 
deprivation; short shackling, long shackling, and enforced standing for self inflicted pain; and 
dogs, total nudity, and sexual humiliation for that recent innovation, exploitation of Arab 
cultural sensitivity. It is no accident that Private Lynndie England was photographed leading 
an Iraqi detainee leashed like a dog. 
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After Abu Ghraib: Let’s look at the aftermath of the Abu Ghraib scandal, seeing how 
America moved by degrees to legalization of these CIA psychological torture techniques. 
Confronted by public anger over detainee abuse at Abu Ghraib, the Bush White House has 
fought back by defending torture as a presidential prerogative. By contrast, an ad hoc civil 
society coalition of courts, press, and human rights groups has mobilized to stop the abuse. 

In a dramatic denouement of June 2006, the US Supreme Court decided in Hamdan vs. 
Rumsfeld that Bush’s military commissions were illegal because they did not meet the 
requirement, under common Article 3 of the Geneva Conventions, that Guantanamo detainees 
be tried with “all the judicial guarantees...recognized as indispensable by civilized peoples.” 

Then on September 6, in a dramatic bid to legalize his now-illegal policies in the aftermath 
of the Hamdan decision, President Bush announced he was transferring fourteen top Al Qaeda 
captives from secret CIA prisons to Guantanamo Bay. At once both repudiating and legitimating 
past abuses, Bush denied that he had authorized “torture” while simultaneously defending 
the CIA’s use of a tough “alternative set of procedures” to extract “vital information.” To 
allow what he called the “CIA program” to go forward, President Bush announced that he 
was sending legislation to Congress that would legalize the same presidential prerogatives in 
treating detainees that had been challenged by the Supreme Court. 

At first, Bush’s bill seemed to arouse strong opposition by three Republican veterans on 
the Senate Armed Services Committee—Senators Graham, McCain, and Warner. But after 
tense, daylong negotiations inside Vice President Cheney’s Senate office on September 21, 
these Republican partisans reached a compromise that sailed through Congress within a week, 
and without any amendments, to become the Military Commissions Law 2006. 

_ Among its many objectionable features, this law strips detainees of their habeas corpus 
rights, sanctions endless detention without trial, and allows the use of tortured testimony 
before Guantanamo’s Military Commissions. Most significantly, this law allows future CIA 
interrogators ample latitude for use of psychological torture by using, verbatim, the narrow 
definition of “severe mental pain” the U.S. first adopted back in 1994 when it ratified the UN 
Convention Against Torture and enacted a complementary Federal law, Section 2340 of the 
US code, to give force to this treaty. 

The current law’s elusive definition of “severe mental pain” is concealed under Para. 950 
V, Part B, Sub-Section B on page 70 of the 96-page “Military Commissions Law 2006” that 
reads: “Severe Mental Pain or Suffering Defined: In this section, this term ‘severe mental 
pain...’ has the meaning given that term in Sect. 2340 (2) of Title 18 [of the Federal code}.” 

And what is that definition in section 2340? This is, of course, the same highly limiting 
definition the US first adopted back in 1994-95 when it ratified the UN Anti-Torture Convention. 
Simply put,-this legislation’s highly restricted standard for severe mental suffering does not 
prohibit any aspect of the sophisticated torture techniques that the CIA has refined, over the 
past half-century, into a total assault on the human psyche. 

To make this point clear, let us compare the law’s.very narrow, four-part standard for 
“severe mental suffering” with the CIA’s psychological techniques to see which, if any, of the 
agency’s actual methods are banned. Under this law, Section 2340, there are only four practices 
that constitute, in any way, “severe mental pain,” including: drug injection; death threats; 
threats against another; and extreme physical pain. 

In actual practice, this definition does not ban any of the dozens. of CIA psychological 
methods developed over five decades, which include: 

First, self-inflicted pain, via enforced standing and so-called “stress positions” which are 


cruel contortions enforced by shackling. 
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Second, sensory disorientation through temporal and environmental manipulation 
exemplified sleep deprivation, protracted isolation, and extremes of heat and cold, light and 
dark, noise and silence, isolation and intensive interrogation. 

Third, attacks on cultural identity through sexual humiliation and use of dogs. 

Fourth, attacks on individual psyche by exploiting fears and phobias. 

Fifth, hybrid methods such as water boarding. 

Sixth and most importantly, creative combinations of all these methods which otherwise 
might seem, individually, banal if not benign. 

lf you wish an analogy to make the curious exclusionary logic of this legislation perfectly 
clear, it would be as if US homicide law had taken a leaf from the popular board game “Clue” 
and defined murder as only those killings “done by Mrs. White, in the Conservatory, with the 
Candlestick” —thus, by its omissions, legalizing all murders done by more conventional means 
such as poison, pistols, rifles, knives, ropes, clubs, or bombs. 

To test my critical, perhaps overly cynical assessment of this new law, let us ask whether 

this new law bans the most extreme of the CIA’s “enhanced” methods—water boarding. 
While the White House has refused comment, Vice President Cheney stated recently that 
using “a dunk in water” to extract information was “a no-brainer for me.” As the 
administration’s leader on interrogation policy, Cheney’s words make clear, despite White 
House denials, that water boarding is legal under the new law. 
_ By its omissions, this legislation has effectively legalized the CIA’s right to use methods 
that the international community, embodied in the Red Cross and the UN Human Rights 
Committee, considers psychological torture. For the first time in the 200 years since 1791 
when United States ratified the Fifth Amendment banning self-incrimination, Congress has 
passed a law allowing coerced testimony into US courts. 

The implications of this Military Commissions Law are profound and will most certainly 
face legal challenge. Indeed, just a few weeks ago seven retired Federal judges challenged 
this law before the US Court of Appeals in Washington, DC, saying that it has “one specific 
and fundamental flaw”: i.e., it allows the military tribunals to accept evidence obtained by 
torture. But when this case reaches the Supreme Court, we cannot expect that a more - 
conservative Roberts court will overturn this law with the same ringing rhetoric that we have 
seen in two recent landmark decisions, Rasul vs. Bush and Hamdan vs. Rumsfeld. 

Conclusion: If this law stands, with its provisions for torture and drumhead justice, then 
the United States will suffer continuing damage to its moral leadership in the international 
community. Looking through a glass darkly into the future, Washington may try to return to 
that convenient contradiction that marked US policy during the Cold War: public compliance 
with human rights treaties and secret torture in contravention of those same diplomatic 
conventions. | 

Yet the world is no longer blind to these once-clandestine CIA methods and this attempt 
at secrecy will likely produce another scandal similar to Abu Ghraib. But next time our 
protestations of innocence will ring hollow and the damage to US prestige will be even greater. 


From http://hnn.us/articles/32497.html, 12 April 2006. 


Mr. McCoy is JRW Smail Professor of History at the University of Wisconsin Madison and 
the author of A Question of Torture: CIA Interrogation, from the Cold War to the War on 
Terror (New York: Metropolitan Books, 2006). 
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Courageous Prison Resistance in Turkey 


The following article has been taken from the ‘Revolutionary Worker’ (#1102, May 13, 2001), 
that speaks of the atrocities unleashed by the Turkish State upon its political prisoners and the 
resistance that was put up by the prisoners and their supporters outside the jail, during that 
period. 

Revolutionary political prisoners in Turkey are continuing their courageous life-and-death 
Struggle against the imperialist-backed Turkish government. Several hundred political prisoners, 
along with family members and supporters, are currently on a hunger strike against the new 
prisons with isolation cells, known as F type prisons. As of 28 April 2001, 20 hunger strikers have 
died, and many others are reportedly close to death. 

The hunger strike began last October. In addition to abolition of the F type prisons, the strikers 
are also demanding an end to oppression of the Kurdish people; the state security courts, which 
are used to railroad political prisoners; and the “economic reforms” ordered by the International 
Monetary Fund, which are causing tremendous hardships for the masses. 

Most of the political prisoners have been imprisoned under Turkey’s fascist “anti-terrorism” 
law, which allows the Turkish state to put revolutionaries behind bars for many years for nothing 
more than accusation of membership in any one of the many banned organizations. The “proof” 
for such membership can be mere possession of a leaflet. Torture, physical assaults on women, 
and other brutality by the prison authorities are rampant—and documented by human rights 
organizations. 

The struggle of the prisoners and their supporters has put a focus on the reactionary Turkish 
regime's brutal treatment of political prisoners. Several of the hunger strikers, including former 
political prisoners, are together in a house in an Istanbul shantytown. One striker, a 22-year-old 
woman who has had only a mixture of sugar, salt, and lemon juice for almost 170 days, told 
reporters, “I joined the strike so that the whole world could see. We want them to stop taking 
away the prisoners’ rights, isolating them.” | | 

On 19 December 2000, government security forces stormed 20 prisons across the country in 
a bloody move to force prisoners into the F type cells. At least 30 prisoners were killed and 
hundreds were wounded. The government has put a tight lid on information from inside the 
prisons. But in a report issued last month, Amnesty International said it had documented many 
of the claims by prisoners’ families and supporters about beatings and extreme isolation in the 
new prisons. Amnesty reported that many prisoners had gone without any human contact for 
days, “apart from roll-calls, which are said to be frequently accompanied by violence.” A doctor 
who was part of a group which was able to meet some prisoners, including hunger strikers, said, 
“We saw people who had been burnt, beaten—the bruises and scars were covering their faces. 
We were not allowed to conduct any forensic examinations though, so we could not file any 


reports of torture.” 


The Fight Against the Isolation Cells | 
The prisons have long been a powerful arena of struggle against Turkey’s dictatorial rulers. 


The political prisoners draw support from the oppressed people throughout Turkey—and, in 
turn, the resistance within the prisons strengthens the overall struggle in that country. Maoist 
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revolutionaries of the Communist Party of Turkey (Marxist-Leninist) (TKP(ML)) are among those 
in the front ranks of the struggle in the prisons. As the revolutionaries in the clutches of the 
enemy continue their fight behind bars, their comrades among the peasants in the countryside 
continue to wage a revolutionary armed struggle against the Turkish state. The TKP (ML) is a 
participating party in the Revolutionary Internationalist Movement (RIM). 

The Turkish government has repeatedly tried to crush the resistance and revolutionary spirit 
of the political prisoners—and it has repeatedly failed. Since the early 1990s, the government has 
been moving to transfer the prisoners from ward-style prisons, where groups of prisoners are 
held together, into the F type prisons with small isolation cells. 

The political prisoners and their supporters call the F type prisons “death cells.” The Committee 
to Stop the Repression of Political Prisoners, based in London, described the F type isolation cells: 
“The cells are small and have just enough room for bunks and a table, and the prisoners have to 
take showers while sitting on the toilet. Some cells have television sets, but these can only be 
operated by the prison authorities through a central control panel. The prisoners, in other words, 
have no control over what they watch and when they can watch it. There are no facilities for 
exercise or sport, and no access to a library or canteen. Photographs confirm that these prisons 
have few if any external windows and there is no natural light in the cells. The prisoners will, 
therefore, be kept in artificial light, which will also be controlled by the authorities. Each cell has a 
door that leads to its own courtyard that has high walls and estimated area of 16 square meters. 
According to the government, the prisoners will have no more than one hour a day access to this 
so-called courtyard. In practice, however, access will only be granted at the discretion of the prison 
authorities. The cell doors will be kept closed night and day, and meals will be delivered under or 
through these doors.” | 

In 1991 the prisoners fought the government’s plans with mass resistance. At least 17 prisoners 
lost their lives in this struggle, but the defiance of the prisoners inspired mass support, and the 
government was forced to back down. In 1996 another attempt by the government was met with 
an upsurge of resistance in the prisons, including a hunger strike, and the government was forced 
to back off again. 

Confrontations intensified through the year 2000. In July, government forces attacked Burdur 
prison with smoke bombs, tear gas, and nerve gas and used bulldozers to break down walls. In 
October, hundreds of prisoners across Turkey began the hunger strike which continues to this day. 


Government’s Deadly Assault on Prisoners 

On 19 December 2000, the Turkish police, army, and the notorious “Special Team” security 
forces carried out a vicious—and cowardly—attack on political prisoners in 20 prisons. The regime 
used overwhelming force in their military operation against the prisoners. Bulldozers tore holes in 
the prison wall so that security forces could rush in and fire without warning. 

The political prisoners fought back fiercely and heroically. In some prisons, the resistance against 
the heavily armed security forces lasted for several days. A woman prisoner who survived the 
attack said, “They saw us stand up and they started firing at us. After the shooting they started to 
bombard us with all kinds of bombs. They threw smoke bombs, sound bombs, nerve gas and 
pepper gas. We constantly answered them with slogans and insults. They kept shouting, ‘Surrender 
or we will kill all of you.’ We said, ‘Come and kill us all if you like, but we will never surrender:” 

The Committee to Stop the Repression of Political Prisoners in Turkey reported: “The prisoners 
erected barricades and fought back with simple, homemade weapons. They devised gas masks 
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from soda pop bottles, improvised slingshots and created Molotov-style cocktails from cooking 
gas. Despite their overwhelming superiority, and their use of Sikorsky helicopters that blocked all 
communications between the prisoners and the outside world, the security forces suffered the 
loss of several members and were repeatedly repulsed.” . 

The Turkish government attempted to justify their murderous operation with lies and 
disinformation. They called their assault “Operation Restore Life” —claiming they wanted to “save 
the life” of the prisoners! They denied that most of the prisoners who died were killed by the 
security forces—and accused the prisoners of setting themselves on fire. 

Citing eyewitness accounts, the Committee to Stop the Repression of Political Prisoners in 
Turkey reported on some of what really happened: “It was they [the security forces] who went to 
the top of the Bayrampasa Prison in Istanbul, cut a hole in the roof directly above the dormitory of 
the women prisoners (Ward 4, Block C) and poured petrol through the hole onto the women 
below. A woman prisoner carried out on a stretcher told how six women prisoners were burned 
alive by the security forces, a fact that was confirmed by nurses in the hospital treating the injured. 

The security forces had names and photos of certain prisoners whom they singled out for 
execution.” 

A prisoner who was in the women’s ward at Bayrampasa during the assault said, “The fire 
quickly spread all over the dormitory. Beds and furniture began to catch fire. The people could not 
breathe because of the gas bombs and the smoke. It was like being in an oven. Our hair began to 
catch fire, and because we had barred the door we were unable to get out. We forced the door 
open...and those who were still able to stand up had to drag us out. [The soldiers] had water 

~ cannons. If they had wanted to they could have put the fire out. All they did was watch.” | 

Another prisoner, who was at the Gebze prison in the city of Izmit during the assault, said, “We 
demanded that the injured be taken to hospitals, but they did not let anybody out before the 
operation ended.... At the end of the ten-hour operation, the soldiers began hitting us with 
everything they had in their hands.” 


The Struggle Continues 

Through the December 19 military operation, the Turkish government forcibly moved hundreds 
of political prisoners into the F type prisons. But if the Turkish rulers thought they could break the 
will of the revolutionary prisoners, they were mistaken once again. The prisoners are persevering 
in their heroic resistance in the face of cruel isolation, beatings, and torture. 

The current struggle of the political prisoners is taking place at a time when Turkey’s reactionary 
rulers are facing major crisis. The government is being rocked by corruption scandals and a major 
downturn in the economy—further exposing the rottenness of the current ruling system. The 
government has had to seek “rescue packages” of billions of dollars from the IMF and other 
institutions in order to avoid an economic collapse; these loans will only lead to the tightening of 
the imperialist domination of Turkey. 

The political prisoners’ struggle has inspired hunger strikes, protest marches and other 
expressions of support in Turkey and other countries. On this May Day, support for the political 
prisoners on hunger strike was taken up by over 20,000 people marching through the streets of 
istanbul in defiance of the police. Some of the marchers raised slogans in support of the Maoist 
TKP (ML). 

After the December 19 clash, the Committee to Stop the Repression of Political Prisoners in 


Turkey reported, “Street protests against the government's vicious attack erupted into violent 
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confrontations with the police and the Grey Wolf fascists in Ankara, Istanbul, Adana, Izmir, and 
several other cities. Youth and members of the prisoners’ families played a key part in inspiring 
many others to join in attacking the police armored cars with stones and Molotov cocktails. In 
Istanbul’s Taksim Square, 2000 people fought a pitched battle lasting an hour and a half... The 
head of the police in Istanbul is reporting that the Workers and Peasants Liberation Army of Turkey, 
led by the Communist Party of Turkey (Marxist-Leninist) has carried out another ambush on the 
Turkish security forces. On December 20, in Okmeydani, an Istanbul shantytown, the guerrilla 
forces trapped a police car and wounded two policemen. A local office of the notorious Grey 
Wolves was also attacked, with one fascist killed and two seriously wounded.” 

In Europe, protesters occupied the offices of the European Parliament in Berne, Switzerland, 
and the European Commission offices in London. In London, protesters from Turkey also brought 
the London Eye—a giant Ferris wheel that is a major tourist attraction—to a standstill for several 
hours. In the U.S., residents of the Cabrini Green housing project in Chicago recently signed a 
banner of support for the political prisoners. The banner read: “From Cabrini to Turkey, Long Live 
Proletarian Internationalism! Red Salute to the Memory of the Fallen Comrades!” 

A message dated December 28, 2000, from the Committee of the RIM to the revolutionary 
political prisoners of Turkey said in part: “The ruling classes of Turkey with the assistance of their 
imperialist masters want to consolidate their state and crush the revolutionary sentiments and 
struggles of the oppressed masses.... But you turned this dream into a nightmare for the 
reactionaries and capitulators. This righteous battle brought fresh air to the masses. It inspired 
tens of thousands of the young generation who are stepping into revolutionary life. This struggle 
has served People’s War in Turkey and advanced the cause of overthrowing the reactionaries and 
imperialists. Internationally it has had the effect of raising the flag of resistance, which so urgently 
needs to become more visible in many part of the world. 

“RIM is especially proud of this struggle because one of its participating parties, the TKP (ML), 
played a key and central role in staging and leading this struggle with a correct line and with 
revolutionary perseverance.... Comrades: Your struggle has handed the enemy a political and 
ideological defeat. The bombs, helicopters and assault rifles of the Turkish State failed. Audacious 
revolutionary struggle and unwavering confidence in the masses and our communist cause was 
advanced. We are confident that you will continue to fight to turn Turkey’s prisons into shining 
trenches of combat. The revolutionary masses and their Maoist vanguard parties and ors 
around the world draw inspiration from your fight and stand shoulder to shoulder with you.” 
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The Glorious Prison Struggle in Andhra Pradesh 


M T Khan 


‘Four walls do not a prison make’ is an old adage. And it is particularly true in the case 
of people who are detained in gaols for their attempts to democratise and bring about a 
revolutionary change in society, or even for raising their voice against social injustice. 
Such people are never cowed down by the height of prison walls or the iron gates or the 
naked wires with high-tension current passing through them over the walls. Sardar Bhagat 
Singh and his comrades, even when their death at the gallows was staring in their eyes, 
did not allow the idea of prison or bondage overawe them. They never panicked or got 
nervous, even when they were proudly, holding their heads high walked towards the 
gallows. Such is the steel revolutionaries of the world are made of. 

The revolutionary saga of many peoples and nationalities of the world is, in a 
microscopic way, recorded in the jail diaries of Julius Fucik, Gramci, in the poetry of Faiz 
Ahmed Faiz and Makhdoom Mohiuddin and Cherabanda Raju and Ken Saro Wiva. They 
are the people who had totally rejected the very idea of prison. 

During the days of Nizam’s monarchy in erstwhile state of Hyderabad, there was a 
mean practice of beating up mercilessly each and every one who was brought to jail for 
imprisonment as soon as he or she doubled up and entered through the small opening of 

_the imposing prison gate. The prison authorities adopted this inhuman practice simply to 
create a kind of terror of prison in their minds and to break them up psychologically. 
Similarly, the doors in the barracks inside the jail were so low that every time one had to 
enter into, he/she had to bend down head downwards. Invariably many of them often 
hit their heads with the iron door frames and received bleeding head injuries. But these 
cheap methods adopted by prison authorities did not deter revolutionaries from carrying 
on their political struggles even inside the prison. In order to prevent political prisoners 
from their activities, the jail authorities would shut them in solitary cells and sometimes 
with both hands and feet chained together. Even this kind of harshest treatment failed to 
extinguish the fire of revolutionary fervour in thousands upon thousands of revolutionaries 
who have undergone short or long of imprisonment. The real fighters continued their 
struggle, whether inside the gaol or outside it. 

Here | must make a personal confession. In the early days of my imprisonment in 
Musheerabad jail in mid seventies, | did not support the idea of my comrades who wanted 
to continue our struggle in whatever manner possible from inside the jail. But then, after 
introspection, | came round to realise that there was no sense in spending the jail life 
doing nothing. It struck to me that spending the life in prison doing nothing for the ongoing 
struggle outside the jail, would be the success of the jail authorities who by way of 
confining us, wish to make us not only immobile physically, but to sap our political spirit 
as well. Soon after this realisation, | joined my other comrades in our struggle from inside 
the jail. 

The Naxalite prisoners in various prisons in Andhra Pradesh fought heroic struggle in 
recent times. In a way it was in the tradition of the glorious struggle that was waged by 
communist prisoners detained here during the saga of the Telangana Armed struggle 
and later. They had fought and succeeded in bringing about some major changes in jail 
conditions. For example, the small and narrow doors of the prison wards were altered 
and now one need not bow down to enter the ward and get hurt. Similarly they had 
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forced the jail authorities to house all the political prisoners in one barrack or enclosure. 
Also many concessions were extracted by way of securing separate kitchen, supply of 
newspapers and books. That was way back in mid sixties when the CPI had split and many 
communists were imprisoned. 

But by the seventies the situation had changed and the jail authorities once again 
reverted to their repressive ways. With the spreading of naxalite movement in Andhra 
Pradesh from the early seventies, the government repression was unleashed in an 
unprecedented manner. Hundreds of activists of CPI-ML groups were killed by the police 
in fake encounters while thousands were put behind bars for periods ranging between a 
few months to years together. These young revolutionaries, in the footprints of Sardar 
Bhagat Singh, went on fasts for long periods in order to get their demands accepted by 
the Government. The jail authorities had stopped the supply of newspapers and books. 
Or these were supplied after applying black ink or by removing items that the jail 
authorities decided should not be read by these prisoners. One of their main demands 
was to recognise them as political prisoners. 

An important aspect of the struggle launched by the revolutionary prisoners in various 
jails in Andhra Pradesh in December 1994 and January 1995 was that they had also 
included the demands of all other prisoners in their charter of demands. One of the main 
demands of common prisoners, including life convicts, was the removal of restrictions 
on interviews with their families. Interviews with families were difficult for political 
prisoners as the police intelligence personnel would be invariably present at the time of 
the interview. The other demands included keeping of all political prisoners in one barrack 
or one enclosure, provision of separate kitchen, supply of a TV set in each barrack, supply 
of uncensored newspapers and all books, including revolutionary literature which is not 
proscribed by the government, improvement of medical facilities, etc. The hunger strike 
by these political prisoners spread from one prison to another in the entire state and at 
one stage even the non-political prisoners evoked support outside the prison walls. A 
Committee —Joint Action Committee for Democratic Rights (JACDR)— was set up which 
included representatives from various mass organisations democratic organisations and 
individuals. On behalf of the Committee a relay hunger strike programme was set up 
near the state secretariat. Prominent writers, poets, university teachers and students, 
lawyers, women and others participated in the relay hunger strike and expressed their 
solidarity with the struggle of the prisoners. Ultimately the government came down and 
negotiated with the prisoners on indefinite hunger strike and the representatives of the 
Joint Action Committee and conceded some important demands. This struggle of political 
prisoners, common prisoners and life convicts for improvement of jail conditions was 
unique in the recent past. This had evoked sympathy and interest on the national scale 
and was reported prominently in the press and electronic media as well. We hope that 
the struggle in Andhra Pradesh will inspire waves of ever more struggles for the 
improvement of jail conditions all over the country and in the scrapping of the old jail 
manuals. 


M T Khan was the then President of Andhra Pradesh Civil Liberties Committee. From the original 
Foreword written on 6 February 1996 for The Historical Prison Struggle in Andhra Pradesh, 26 
December 1994 — 2] February 1995: A Report published by the All India Peoples Resistance Forum, 
Andhra Pradesh 
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The Historical Prison Struggle in Andhra Pradesh 
(26 December 1994 - 21 February 1995) 


The first problem that the Telugu Desham Government faced, after it came back to power in 
1994 Assembly elections with a thumping majority, was from the prisons. The prisoners from all 
over the state Started an intensified struggle. The reason behind this historic struggle was the 
terrible condition of prisons in Andhra Pradesh. It is common for the jail officials, like those in any 
state, not to follow the jail manual and stamp out democratic rights which the prisoners have 
achieved in many a struggle in the last few decades. Taking lessons from the previous struggles, 
with an aim for a permanent resolution of their just demands, the political prisoners in various 
jails of Andhra Pradesh went on the agitation. 

With 11 political demands and 43 demands relating to the callous conditions of the jails, the 
political prisoners gave a call for an indefinite hunger strike on 26th December, 1994. This struggle 
took different turns and ended in two phases between 26th December 1994 and 21st February 
1995. The general prisoners including lifers (convicts) soon joined the political prisoners. Different 
sections of people “outside the four walls of Jails” supported the struggling prisoners. Various 
mass organizations, freedom fighters, writers, artists, students and workers expressed their 
solidarity with the prisoners on strike and became part of their agitation through different forms 
of struggles. A broad based front of different mass organizations, civil rights organizations and 
writers, artists and individuals was formed to agitate outside the jails in support of the prisoners’ 
Strike. 

This great struggle began with the launching of an indefinite hunger strike on 26th December, 
1994 by about 200 prisoners imprisoned in various jails of Andhra Pradesh, under the leadership 
of political prisoners who languishing in prisons for years together. The “world outside” the jail, 
where also several sections of people are imprisoned in different ways in their daily life, 
unanimously expressed their solidarity with the prisoners. Both the struggles inside and outside 
the jails reached a logical end by bringing the Government to the negotiating table and getting it 
to concede to the demands. 

The historical victory achieved in this struggle by the political prisoners as well as life convicts 
is a unique one and it deserves a place in the history of the struggles of prisoners in the Indian 
subcontinent. Keeping the different creative forms of the Andhra Pradesh jail struggle of 1994-95 
in mind, we present a brief report of the struggle in the way of acknowledging the general resistance 
of struggling masses for their right to life and other democratic rights. 

In Andhra Pradesh the central jails are located in Rajahmundry, Hyderabad, Secunderabad, 
Visakhapatnam, Warangal and Cuddapah. In Hyderabad and Rajahmundry there are two special 
jails for women. Apart from these, there are many other jails and sub-jails across the state. 
Thousands of general prisoners are imprisoned in all the jails on sundry grounds, while the political 
prisoners, a term that is widely accepted for under trials (there are hardly any convicts) belonging 
to various revolutionary parties functioning in the state are imprisoned only in Central jails and at 
times in some district jails. All these jails are centres of exploitation and oppression. 

The prisoners are not treated as human beings, let alone the guarantee of minimum human 
rights to them. If a prisoner dares to open his/her mouth, the prison authorities play havoc with 
him/her. For any crime of questioning the authorities, the prisoner’s hands and legs will be chained 
and they will be confined to solitary cells. While these are the realities of the conditions of jails of 
Andhra Pradesh, the government boastfully declares the jails as ‘Correctional Services’. The concept 
of “Correctional Institution” is nowhere in the minds of either the authorities or the government. 

The functioning of the jails shows no signs of this happening. Over years the jail officials have 
grown inhuman and have become crude animals, sucking the blood of prisoners who land in jails 
due to trifle misdeeds, while the real criminals happily roam in and around the corridors of power. 

The prison officials have no respect for the rights of the prisoners. They don't even recognise 
that prisoners have all other rights ensured by the Constitution except the right to move freely. 
The jails have become centres of corruption and criminal activities of the jail officials. 
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The prisoners have to live amidst the corrupt and criminal activities of jail officials. The jails 
have not become ‘correctional services’ in any sense, but rather ‘Corruptional Services’. Quite 
often prisoners die of malnutrition (because the rations sanctioned for prisoners are taken away 
by the officials), ill-health (no medical services) and physical ill-treatment (including torture). Such 
inhuman conditions may be common in many jails in India but what is unique to the jails of 
Andhra Pradesh is the history of the prison struggles waged under the leadership of political 
prisoners in the last four decades or so. | 

There are instances when general prisoners fought bravely against the repression and atrocities 
of jail officials; there are also instances when many prisoners remained silent believing that there 
would be no support from others and that they could do nothing in solitary confinements. There 
are also many prisoners who are ready to fight till the end if someone is ready to support them. As 
the general prisoners coming from various walks of life are not normally united even when the 
oppressive conditions go beyond limits. The oppressive system and the atrocities on prisoners are 
not known to the outside world. 

Many activists and leaders of various revolutionary political parties functioning in the state 
are arrested and lodged in the jails. They are called political prisoners. The normal practice in 
Andhra Pradesh today is that the police do not try to catch a revolutionary alive. The police in 
normal circumstances kill (murder) a revolutionary if he/she is identified by the police in the 
name of an ‘encounter’. Only in extraordinary circumstances are the revolutionaries arrested and 
jailed. There were about 200 such revolutionaries in various jails of Andhra Pradesh at the time of 
this struggle. 

It has become a tradition in Andes Pradesh jails that those who have been struggling for 
social change, when jailed, also protest against the inhuman jail conditions and the oppression of 
jail authorities. In the past the political prisoners were treated as “criminals” in the jails and were 
treated on par with the general “criminal prisoners”. The political consciousness and moral courage 
with which political prisoners fight for social change is sought to be killed during the period of jail 
life. In this context, when social activists lands in jail they have to protect their moral/psychic 
condition to keep alive the zeal for radical social change and to make the general prisoner’s 
conscious of their rights and self-dignity. A conscious activist has to wage a relentless fight in jails 
too. 

The leaders and activists of the Communist Parties of India who fought against the Nizam in 
the Telangana Peasant Armed struggle (1946-51) were the first to begin valiant prison struggles in 
Telangana jails. The Telangana jails witnessed glorious jail struggles in which leaders of the 
Communist Party sacrificed their lives fighting against dictatorial jail authorities. Again during the 
time of Srikakulam Tribal Armed struggle which broke out in the wake of Naxalbari Peasant 
Revolutionary Struggle, many leaders, cadre and people were imprisoned and tortured in jails. 
During this period many political prisoners also fought against the jail officials and in the process 
gave up their lives. The decade from 1970-80 saw the Srikakulam uprising and the Emergency 
during which peasant workers, leaders, writers, artists, intellectuals and civil liberty activists were 
hurled into jails and tortured. The writers and intellectuals fought against a jail Superintendent 
called Kapadia who ill-treated political prisoners. After the set back of Naxalbari and Srikakulam 
struggles, Jagitial and Ciricilla struggles in Telangana burst out. From 1980, anti-feudal struggles 
~ in all the districts of Telangana broke out. Hundreds of revolutionaries were arrested between 
1980 and 1985 and were kept in Warangal central prison and Karimnagar district prison. The 
prison officers let loose severe repression on political prisoners. The political prisoners were kept 
in different barracks and were not allowed to meet one another. They were denied proper food, 
literature and forced to do work of all kinds, thus violating the rights provided in the jail manual. 

The jail authorities have the history of torturing the political prisoners in Karimnagar and 
Warangal prisons severely whenever the latter agitated for their rights. 

Many isolated hunger strikers were crushed down with an iron foot. During 1982-83, the political 
prisoners in Warangal and Karimanagar districts, taking lessons from their earlier failures, went 
on an indefinite hunger strike en mass, though lodged in separate barracks. Revolutionary activists 
and leaders of different views and colours participated in that agitation. Their demands include, 
among others, the release of all political prisoners; recognising the jailed activists of revolutionary 
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parties as political prisoners; keeping all political prisoners in one barrack; providing them a separate 
kitchen; judicial probe into “encounter” killings; providing all prisoners a medical diet; providing 
them with fans, TV sets; regular escort facility for all dates posted to appear in courts; food allowance 
to be raised from Rs.2 to Rs.6 for those who were to attend court cases, and providing each 
prisoner with a copy of the court judgement. They went on a hunger strike for a just resolution of 
these demands. This struggle received immense Support from students, youth and intellectuals of 
Warangal city. However the Government was stubborn and did not respond to the struggle. Even 
after ten days of the indefinite hunger strike, the Government took a rigid stand and wanted to 
crush the hunger strike by transferring the leaders spearheading the struggle to Rajahmundry 
and Vishakhapatnam central jails. But the escort personnel refused to cooperate in the transferring 
of the leaders of the prisoners. The escort personnel argued that the leaders who were to be 
transferred to different jails were weak and there was a possibility of their death on the way. They 
said that they were not ready to take such a risk. 

Meanwhile the Andhra Pradesh Civil Liberties Committee (APCLC) filed a writ petition in the 
High Court asking the court to intervene in the stalemate between the political prisoners and the 
State Government. The High Court ordered the Government to resolve the political prisoners’ 
demands immediately and to protect their lives. The widespread propaganda in support of the 
political prisoners’ struggle and their relentless struggle despite deteriorating health, forced the 
Government and jail officials to bow down and concede to their demands. This was an organised 
and successful jail struggle since the time of the Telangana Armed Struggle. It was also the period 
in which peoples’ resistance in the most underdeveloped regions of Telangana was growing into 
an organised struggle. 

After this prison struggle the political prisoners won for themselves a separate barrack and a 
separate kitchen. These provisions were achieved by the political prisoners in other jails also. In 
Warangal central jail there used to be mulakats (interviews) with the prisoners inside the jail 
itself. On the pretext of security reasons, the jail officials introduced mesh (jali) mulakat or iron 
curtained interviews with the kith and kin of the prisoners. In protest the political prisoners as 
well as the general prisoners went on a “fast unto death strike”. About 200 political prisoners 
participated in the struggle and more general prisoners joined the struggle. The Government was 
able to suppress this movement by later transferring 150 political prisoners to Rajahmundry and 
Vishakhapatnam central jails. | 

Fearing that if there were great numbers in these two jails, the political prisoners would goon 
strike and agitation, many were transferred to Rajahmundry and Vishakhapatnam jails for many 
years. But later on, there were only a few political prisoners in Rajahmundry and Vishakahapatnam 
jails who were sent there after being locally arrested. From 1985 onwards many revolutionaries 
arrested in the districts of Nalgonda, Mahaboobnagar and Medak were imprisoned in the 
Musheerabad and Chanchalguda jails. After 1987, activists of revolutionary movement arrested 
in coastal districts of Andhra Pradesh were kept in Rajahmundry and Vishakhapatnam Jails. 

From 1978 to 1984, the peoples’ movements increased and took a strong anti-feudal stand. 
During this time the political prisoners achieved many rights and facilities in Warangal and 
Karimnagar jails. From 1985 the Central and State government started a controlled assault to 
destroy the revolutionary movement in Andhra Pradesh. The CRPF and other armed forces were 
deployed in the villages of Telangana, virtually converting them into concentration camps. 
‘Encounters’ were used as a weapon to wipe out the revolutionary leaders and the movement. In 
1985, the NTR government imposed undeclared restrictions on people’s speech, song and dance. 
When civil rights activists such as Dr. Ramanandhan and Jafa Laxama Reddy raised their voices 
against this fascist onslaught, the police eliminated them by shooting them down. Simultaneously, 
the state repression also increased inside the jails. The Superintendant of Warangal Central Prison, 
M.R. Ahmed violated the already achieved rights of the prisoners. He sought to do away with the 
special kitchen. When this cruel act was decried, the Superintendant ordered a lathicharge on the 
agitating political prisoners in April 1986. Heads were broken in tens and the entire barrack turned 
into a sea of blood. Many political prisoners, including 9 leaders were locked up in solitary 
confinement, and he let loose a reign of terror on the other activists. 
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From 1986-87, the Superintendant of Vishakhapatnam Central Jail, Narasimha Reddy, was 
equally inhuman in exercising violence on political prisoners, confining them to solitary cells to 
break their collective strength. They were denied newspapers and power supply. Government 
and police (intelligence) control increased over the jails. At the end of 1985, Inspector General, 
Prisons, issued a circular banning 26 magazines. Among these were Kranthi, Srujana Arunathara, 
Swetcha, Economic and Political Weekly, Frontier and such others. All these magazines are 
registered. They are published and distributed legally. The political prisoners in Warangal jail were 
threatened by intelligence officials. They were restricted from raising any slogans while going to 
court or coming back to jail. When they defiantly raised slogans, the police threatened them with 
revolvers in front of the court. When released on bail or otherwise, they were arrested within the 
gates of the jail. Such was the police action in those days. 

Jail Superintendant M.R. Ahmed who was transferred from Warangal to Musheerabad jail 
continued his repressive measures from 1987 to 1990. When resentment was expressed in jails 
against ‘fake independence day’, or if May Day was observed, or when the prisoners sang songs, 
he imposed all kinds of restrictions and punishments on them. M.R. Ahmed and Narasimha Reddy 
tried to eliminate the victories the political prisoners had achieved during their intense struggles 
and hunger strikes from 1980 to 1985. Some jails abolished these hard-fought victories. Outside 
the jail, those who wanted to interview political prisoners were faced with threats and repression; 
or those who showed some concern for the prisoners or filed bail petitions for them. In such a 
situation, the terrible conditions inside jails never came to light. Even when such news went outside 
the jail, civil rights activists and intellectuals were not in a position to build movements in favour 
of political prisoners. 

In jails, the intelligence was interfering with the lives of political prisoners and tried to discourage 
the leaders and the cadre from the revolutionary movement. But the political prisoners opposed 
these efforts by protecting their own views through continuous struggle even amidst confinement. 

The N.T. Rama Rao government’s onslaught (1985-89) on people’s movements’ once again 
threw a large number of activists into jails. In 1989 assembly elections the Telugu Desham 
Government was defeated and the Chama Reddy Government came to power. Depending on the 
political situation prevailing then, the Congress government relaxed its repression for some time. 
The political prisoners were released on bail. From the end of 1990, the Government once again 
started its repressive measures on the revolutionary movement. 

Between 1990 and 1993, many sympathisers and revolutionary political activists at the village 
level were arrested. Jail officials continued their repression on them as usual. The authorities in 
Warangal jail tried very hard to do away with the political prisoners’ “commune” (barrack) and to 
remove their decade old library housed in it, and attempted to burn the books. However, they 
failed to do so. In Musheerabad jail the then jail Superintendent Narasimha Reddy opted for the 
“divide and rule” policy planning 5-10 peasant activists and sympathisers in each barrack. Even 
the slightest protest was not allowed, and he abused political prisoners and subjected them to 
torture. He instigated goons among prisoners against political prisoners and saw to it that the 
political prisoners were beaten up by the rowdies in the jail. Meanwhile, many leaders were arrested 
and brought to jails as the second phase of Vijayabaskar Reddy’s Congress Government intensified 
its repression. Anumber of activists were brought into all jails such as Rajahmundry, Musheerabad, 
Chanchalguda, Visakhapatnam, Cuddapah and Nellore. In all the prisons there were problems; 
repression was unleashed over the political prisoners. The general prisoners were lathicharged on 
the slightest resistance of any kind. They were dumped into solitary cells without being given any 
reasons. In 1993 itself prisoners in Musheerabad, Chanchalguda and Visakhapatnam jails went on 
an indefinite hunger strike twice, each time stretching over a period of more than 10 days, 
demanding better conditions and the agitation was successful to a great extent. This forced the 
authorities to stop torturing and harassing political prisoners. But these achievements were nullified 
soon. 

In different jails, keeping Naxalite prisoners in different barracks, withdrawing special kitchen 
facility, banning lawfully published revolutionary literature in jails and delaying mail in the name 
of censor, allowing only mesh interviews, and permitting the interference of intelligence personne! 
during interviews, threatering people who are coming for interviews - all these had become 
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common practices of the day. The political prisoners in Chanchalguda jail wrote two letters to the 
Government asking for a just resolution of their jail and political demands. These letters reached 
prisoners of other jails too, and increased their awareness about their problems. The political 
prisoners from Musheerabad jail gave a call to observe June 21st as a protest day all over in the 
state demanding lifting the ban on CPI (ML) (People’s War). In protest against “encounter killings” 
too a protest day was observed in all jails throughout the state. The call given by the political 
prisoners who were imprisoned in the state capital brought an awareness among the prisoners, 
that their problems cannot be solved at the local level and prepared them mentally for a state 
level struggle; the time being ripe for the political prisoners to launch a state level hunger strike at 
once in all the jails all over the state. 

The inhuman Congress Government was defeated in elections. The Telugu Desam Government 
came to power with a thumping majority. Within 15 days of its coming to power, the political 
prisoners gave a call for a hunger strike. With an open letter to the Chief Minister asking for an 
immediate resolution of 43 jail demands and 11 political demands they gave a call to the inmates 
of all jails in Andhra Pradesh to go on an indefinite hunger strike from 26 December 1994. Some 
of the demands out of the 43 jail demands include: housing, political prisoners in one barrack, 
not allowing intelligence personnel at interviews, inside interviews should be introduced abolishing 
mesh interviews, providing special kitchen for political prisoners, putting an end to the jail official’s 
assault on prisoners, improving educational, medical and sports facilities in jails, restoring Advisory 
Boards for the release of life-convicts, implementing 7 years of sentence as life imprisonment, and 
release of life convicts who complete ten years in jail. The political demands were: lifting of the 
ban on CPI (ML) (Peoples’ War) and MCC, recognising Naxalite prisoners as political prisoners, 
lifting of conspiracy cases and release of political prisoners, appointing a judicial probe into 
“encounter” killings, and abolishing death sentence by hanging. They placed these demands before 
the Government and demanded its policy decision on them. 

The intensity with which they began their struggle showed that the political prisoners had 
prepared well for a long-term struggle. The moment a call for struggle was given by the leaders of 
the political prisoners imprisoned in Hyderabad jails their comrades in other jails raised the banner 
of struggle. AH the political prisoners lodged in Musheerabad, Chanchalguda, Rajahmundry, 
Warangal, Visakhapatnam, Cudappah, Nellore and Kirimanagar jails went on an indefinite hunger 
strike from 26th December 1994. Except in Musheerabad and Chanchalguda jails where the 
leadership was imprisoned, in every jail there was repression and coercion on the political prisoners. 
The newspaper facility was withdrawn, sympathisers were threatened. Though they were suffering 
from serious illness, women political prisoners continued their hunger strike with great 
determination. The authorities tried in vain to disrupt the strike by forcefully administering saline 
to the struggling prisoners. 

The legitimate jail and political demands, and the democratic form of struggle for releasing 
them received a wholehearted response from all sections of people. The press supported the 
political and general prisoners in this struggle. The political prisoners’ open letter was sent to all 
organisations and intellectuals throughout the country. Everyone who read this open Set 
expressed his/her solidarity for the striking prisoners and demanded the government to ne 
solutions to their problems. The government’s adamant attitude, despite the deteriorating healt 
condition of prisoners exposed the real nature of the TDP Government. On December 31st a 
Solidarity Committee with many organisations was formed to support the ongoing prisoners 
struggle. M.T. Khan (President, APCLC) and Pawan (who was elected as the convener of ie spe 
Solidarity Committee) informed that the Solidarity Committee would undertake a relay sia 
strike in support of the striking prisoners. The vast propaganda that the prisoners pein cab 
and the relay hunger strike in their support from 4th January by the Solidarity Committee p 
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the demands. In these deliberations, out of 43 demands, they did not reach an agreement on 3 
demands. On the other 40 demands, an agreement was finalised. The three demands which jail 
officials did not agree upon were (1) special kitchen facility (2) doing away with the mesh interview 
and (3) the compulsion of convicted political prisoners to wear jail dress. The officials informed 
that the government would spell out its policy on other 11 political demands in a short while after 
a Cabinet meeting. At the same time, the government invited the leaders of the Solidarity 
Committee for talks. As per the wishes of political prisoners, the Solidarity Committee leaders had 
talks with government on three unresolved jail demands and other 11 political demands. In these 
talks, the Home Minister, Home Secretary IG (prisons), and Varavara Rao (Secretary, AIRC), 
Kannabiran (President, PUCL) and M.T. Khan (President, APCLC) - all leaders of Solidarity Committee 
participated. In these talks, except the demand that the convicted political prisoners need not 
wear jail dress, all other demands were accepted. Regarding political demands, the Home Minister 
informed that it would be discussed in the Cabinet and the decision would be announced in the 
Assembly. The discussions were mainly centred around the lifting of the ban on CPI (ML) (Peoples’ 
War) and the release of political prisoners. The Solidarity Committee leaders categorically told 
the government that they would call off of the strike only after informing the striking prisoners 
about the Agreement and after the government’s declaration on the agreement reached the press. 
Likewise on January Sth only after the government’s declaration of the Agreement in the press 
did the leaders of the Solidarity Committee meet, and informed the leaders of the hunger strike in 
the jails. Subsequently the hunger strike was called: off. In the deliberations, the government 
informed that |.G. prisons would issue a circular with regard to jail demands. Since the government 
agreed on resolving jail demands, the political prisoners requested the Solidarity Committee to 
take up the responsibility of building up a movement outside jails for the resolution of political 
demands and the Solidarity Committee leaders accepted the proposal willingly. 

There was delay in the issue of the circular by I.G. prisons. The accepted demands were not 
implemented in jails linking them with the issue of the circular. Before the IG issued a circular, the 
government made false announcements on the agreements reached. One of the main demands, 
with regard to life convicts was immediate restoration of ‘Advisory Boards’ to look into the release 
of lifers and the release of life convicts who served 10 years’ sentence and reduction of life 
imprisonment period to seven years (as it was so before 1978). On this demand, the Chief Minister 
and Home Minister made categorical announcements in the press, T.V. and radio, agreeing to 
release all those life convicts who served 10 years of imprisonment. The government also declared 
that it would restore Advisory Board to jails and appeal to the Central Government with regard to 
reducing life imprisonment to 7 years. But in practice the government released only those convicts 
who served 10 years of imprisonment along with the clause of completion of 14 years with 
remission. This was highly distressing news for the life convicts. The parents who thronged the jail 
premises hoping for the release of their sons were disappointed. The government’s dubious 
announcement was bitterly negated by the life convicts. 12 life convicts with the support of Peoples’ 
War political prisoners, went on a ‘Fast onto death’, demanding the release of all those life convicts 
who served 10 years of life imprisonment. For this demand, there was solidarity from all jails. The 
government’s deception of life convicts was condemned by one and all outside the jail. In support 
of the life convicts on hunger strike, on 25 January, 1000 prisoners in Chenchalguda jail conducted 
a ‘Jail Bandh’. On 26th January 1995 the prisoners wore black badges and observed the day as 
black day. The political prisoners started relay hunger strike expressing their solidarity with the 
striking prisoners. The life convicts continued their hunger strike with great determination despite 
the authorities forcefully administering saline. 

With regard to other jail demands, on January 20th, IG prisons issued a circular. Leaving 26 
agreed demands to the winds, he addressed only 17 demands. It did not contain any mention of 
either the political prisoners’ struggle or the subsequent deliberations. Even on these 17 demands 
nothing was concrete. Its implementation was left to the mercy of the jail superintendents. It 
provided power to superintendents to withdraw it at any moment they liked. Though days passed 
after the circular was issued, no jail came forward to implement even one demand. 

Even after several days of the issue of this circular, no jail implemented any of the conceded 
demands. There were no signs of response either from the jail authorities or from the government 
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regarding the rest of the demands which were agreed upon in the talks with the political prisoners 
and the leaders of the Solidarity Committee for Prisoners Struggle. Protesting against the callous 
and indifferent attitude of the Government in implementing the conceded demands, the political 
Prisoners wrote another open letter to the Chief Minister in which they demanded for a written 
agreement and for the issue of a government circular on the conceded demands. They also gave 
a call for hunger strike from 1st February 1995 to all the prisoners in Andhra Pradesh jails. 

Once again, responding to this call, political prisoners including women prisoners in all jails of 
Andhra Pradesh went on a hunger strike and cornered the state government. This strike exposed 
the true nature of the government once again to the people. The jail authorities and the 
government itself were responsible for the second phase of the intensified prisoners’ ‘strike in 
which general life convicts went on an indefinite hunger strike in all jails of Andhra Pradesh. 

In fact, jail officers like M.R. Ahmed and Narasimha Reddy had been suppressing the political 
prisoners in Andhra Pradesh jails in all respects during the previous decade or so. These jail officers 
physically assaulted the political prisoners many times in the past. The feudal mentality of these 
officials did not allow them to respect the rights that had been achieved by the political prisoners 
by means of their struggle for rights enshrined in the jail manual and guaranteed by the constitution 
itself. 

A separate kitchen for political prisoners, stopping the intelligence from interfering at the 
time of interviews, allowing legal magazines like Anmatara or Swetha to the prisoners or housing 
all political prisoners in the same barrack were the demands accepted by the government even in 
the past but in course of time the jail officials did not implement them, as they didn’t like these 
facilities to be given to the political prisoners. They wanted to see the prisoners as their slaves. 

The Government along with the jail authorities decided to go back on the agreement. Why 
should the government release those lifers who completed 14 years of imprisonment with remission 
instead of 10 years of jail life including remissions? The government completely depended on the 
jails officials like DIG Narasimha Reddy, M.R. Ahmed who ruled in jails as their private estates. The 
prisoners who worked in the factories attached to jails, normally got two to three months of 
remission every year. This remission method made prisoners all the more subjugated to the officials. 
They did not question all the unjust and cruel ways of the officials. They were afraid that any of 
their questioning might influence the remissions. 

Demanding a fresh agreement and exposing the deception of the Government, the political 
prisoners restarted their struggle. Different sections of people immediately joined and raised their 
voice along with the political prisoners. While the Solidarity Committee was formed in the first 
phase of the struggle of the political prisoners, in the second phase a Joint Action Committee for 
Democratic Rights (JACDR) was formed with 31 mass organisations, civil liberties organisations 
and democratic intellectuals on 10th January, 1995. 

JACDR organized a ‘Chalo Assembly’ rally on 17th of January, demanding government response 
to the political demands put forward by the political prisoners. Anumber of prominent intellectuals, 
writers and artists along with the leaders of mass organisations were arrested. Expressing solidarity, 
the JACDR began a relay hunger strike camp on 2nd February in front of the state secretariat 
when the general and political prisoners resumed their indefinite hunger strike in the jails for the 
second time. The determination of the prisoners in their struggle impressed many people. The 
relay hunger strike camp at Buddha Purnima Project successfully exposed the government's 
deceptive tricks on the issue of the prisoners and shaped the public opinion in support of the 
prisoners. Every day the camp was like a public meeting. ie ; i 

A number of new forms of struggle emerged in the second phase of the political prisoners 
struggle which lasted 21 days. A number of struggles were taken up by the political and ale 
prisoners along with lifers and Muslim minority prisoners. Total Jail Bandh was observed three 
times in Chanchalguda Central Prison under the leadership of political prisoners. More than oa 
prisoners participated in the Bandh Programme. The factories attached to jails were closed. Dai y 
functions of the jails were stalled. About 1,000 prisoners went on hunger strike, = ~ as 
prisoners started hunger strike in each barrack for a day. All the general prisoners showed their 
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The political prisoners had been supporting the general prisoners over the previous 2-3 years 
in Musheerabad and Chanchalguda Central Prisons. They helped the general prisoners in fighting 
against the oppressive and torturous methods used against the prisoners by the jail official. The 
political prisoners had the strong support and sympathy of the general prisoners. In Musheerabad 
Prison the political prisoners stood by the side of Muslim prisoners booked under TADA. The 
Muslim prisoners were not allowed to offer prayers (namaz), while the Hindu prisoners were 
allowed to build a temple inside the premises of the jail. The Muslim prisoners held under TADA 
participated in the first phase (26th December 1994 to 5th January 1995) of the struggle and were 
successful in achieving their right to offer namaz. 

The police attacked the relay hunger strike camp of the JACDR on 4th February, 1995. A number 
of prominent persons and activists of JACDR were arrested. Protesting against these arrests the 
political prisoners of Musheerabad and Hyderabad Central Jails rejected daily medical checkups 
immediately. The government and jail officials were indifferent to the prisoners’ struggle, though 
the strike reached its twentieth day. The jail officials and the Home Minister issued dubious 
statements about the strike. The people did not believe the false propaganda of the government. 
The IG Prisons called for a press conference and declared that there was no Bandh observed in 
Chanchalguda Jail. But the press turned a blind eye to this false statement. All the higher officials 
of jails tried to spread false propaganda that political prisoners were taking glucose and fruit 
juice. This false propaganda was countered by the JACDR. When the striking prisoners’ health was 
deteriorating, the family members of political prisoners went to the Chief Minister N.T. Rama Rao 
and asked him to resolve the problem. They demanded that the Chief Minister immediately fulfil 
the demands of the political prisoners and save their lives. Glucose was injected forcefully to 
political prisoners in all jails except in Musheerabad and Chanchalguda jails where the jail officials 
failed to inject glucose to the leaders of the strike. , 

The solidarity struggle outside the jails spread from towns to villages. The Telangana peasants 
took a rally of torches in many villages. Meetings in support of the striking prisoners were conducted 
in many villages. CPI (ML) (Peoples’ War) called for a state wide Bandh on 15th February in support 
of the ongoing prison struggle. Except BJP, Congress and Telugu Desam Parties, all other political 
parties and organisations supported this Bandh. Different sections of people pressurised the 
government to solve the problems of the prisoners. Bowing down to all these pressures the 
government invited the representatives of JACDR for talks on 20th of February. This time the 
deliberations took place between the government and representatives of JACDR on 43 jail demands 
and arrived at a written agreement. The Home Minister, the Secretary of Home Department, and 
IG Prisons participated in the discussions on the side of the government, while M.T. Khan, 
Kannabiran, Varavara Rao and other representatives of JACDR participated on the side of the 
political prisoners. The discussions lasted for five hours, taking a written Agreement on every 
demand. The Home Secretary finalised the minutes of the discussions. 

The Agreement was reached on 40 demands. Three demands were not conceded. They are: 
1. Exempting convicted political prisoners from wearing jail uniform. 

2. Releasing an under trial prisoner if the escort does not turn up 3 times successively. 

3. Shifting of the political prisoners from Secunderabad Central Jail to Hyderabad Central Jail. 

A final agreement was signed with the conceded demands. On the next day (21 February 1995) 

the representatives of JACDR met the political prisoners in Chanchalguda and Musheerabad Jails 

and informed the political prisoners about the Agreement. The political prisoners called off their 

hunger strike. They announced ‘Chalo Secretariat’ programme turned into a rally celebrating the 

victory of the jail struggle. A public meeting was conducted where thousands of people from all 

corners of the State came. The police stopped thousand people who were coming to this meeting 

from Telangana. Hundreds and thousands of people were arrested on the way of the public meeting. 

In July 1995, the government issued a Government Order relating to 8 demands of the 42 accepted 

demands. They are: 

1. Blades should be used instead of knives for shaving. 

2. The quantity of soap given to prisoners will be increased by 50 grams. 

3. Medical care system should be strengthened in the jails and the sick prisoners should be sent to 

outside hospitals if needed. Full time lady doctors should be appointed in Chanchalguda and 

* duaabititiie Women’s Jails. 


4. The vacant teacher posts should be filled u 
Prison. 
4 Bore wells should be dug to improve the sanitary and water facilities in jails. 
, “agl allowance to a prisoner attending a court case outside the town should be increased from 
ailing: per day and this allowance was increased to Rs.10 for the prisoners attending 


7. a) on all the deaths of prisoners magisterial enquiry will be conducted by a senior executive 
magistrate. 


b) Rs.10,000 compensation will be given to the family members of each of the 9 prisoners who 

died in the soap factory of Chanchalguda Jail 
8. The wages of the prisoner-workers hiked as given under: 

3 The daily wages of a skilled prisoner-worker in open air jail increased from Rs.3 to Rs.15 per 

ay. 

b) The wages of the skilled prisoner-worker working in jail factories increased from Rs.3 to 

Rs.10 per day. 

c) The wages of skilled prisoner-worker in the kitchen and saloon was increased from Rs.3 to 

Rs.10 per day. 

d) The unskilled prisoner-worker received Rs.5 instead of Rs.2 per day. 


e) ‘The unskilled prisoner-worker working in sanitation wing, gardens and kitchens received 
Rs.5 per day. 


p and a lady teacher should be appointed in Hyderabad 


Though this G.O. was issued in June 1995, the jail authorities started implementing it only 
from October 1995. The G.O. remained silent on the rest of the 32 demands. Though there was no 
G.O. on the remaining 32 demands, some of these demands were implemented in some jails. If 
these 32 demands were not included in the G.O., the rights achieved by the prisoners might be 
thrown into oblivion in future. The jail officials M.R. Ahmed and Narsimha Reddy were coming in 
the way to bring a G.O. on these demands. 

The general and political prisoners achieved a historical success after a long struggle. But the 
jail officials started suppressing and harassing the political and the general prisoners who supported 
the strike by not releasing some of them on “parole”. 

Lifers and political prisoners lodged in the Central and district prisons could fight with jail 
authorities unitedly. But in some districts, jails and sub-jails where only general and remand 
prisoner were lodged, united struggles were not always possible. But in any case continuous protest 
movements are needed to check the undemocratic ways of jail authorities. 

One marked difference between the prison struggle in the 1990s and the prison struggles 
before is that the struggle was state-wide and the suppression of the struggle in local prisons was 
not within the hands of local jail authorities. The government and jail authorities could not play 
the trick of transferring the leaders of the strike to the distant prisons to crush the hunger strike, 
as the struggle was state-wide. Above all, the state wide solidarity from different sections of the 
people, democrats, writers, intellectuals, artists and organisations cornered the Government and 
jail officials. In the earlier prison struggles the Agreements were reached upon locally with Jail 
Superintendents. But in this struggle with the JACDR holding talks with the government, an 
Agreement was finalised. All the 40 demands were recognised as rights. Another achievement of 
this prison struggle was that it brought many intellectuals, democrats, writers, artists and 
organisations together. The common masses responded and participated in the struggle. The state- 
wide popular support is a unique quality of this prison struggle. A public opinion was shaped 
about the conditions of prisons and the deceptive government was exposed to the public. Later 
on hundreds of lifers were released, though the government and jail officials delayed their release 
for a few months. The rights of the prisoners, general or political, convicted or under trail are 
recognised both by the government and by the general public. The dark secrets of the dungeons 
of jails have thus been publicly exposed. 


From The Historical Prison Struggle in Andhra Pradesh, 26 December 1994 - 21 
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Humiliation of Muslim Women in Hyderabad Prisons 


On the evening of 5th March 2008, the arrest of Motasim, the son of Maulana Abdul 
Aleem Islahi from Saidabad, by the Police flouted all rules and due procedures of Law as they 
came in a private Tata Sumo vehicle with their faces hooded. As the news of this illegal arrest 
of Motasim spread in the locality as a kidnap by some hooded men, people got panic stricken. 
The relatives and neighbours of the boy went to the police station to register a complaint. 
There was reason for these people to panic, given the murderous history of the Andhra 
Pradesh and Gujarat police. The kidnapped Motasim was the brother of Mujahid Saleem 
who was fired at point blank range and killed by the Gujarat police ACP Narender Kumar 
Amin. 

Instead of giving a patient hearing to the people gathered at the police station, the police 
officers used abusive language against the women. After humiliating and instigating the 
women and the people and having beaten them, the police commissioner declared the arrest 
of Motasim. Incensed by the humiliation along with the calculated strategy of the police to 
incite the already agitated crowd other women also rushed to the police station to register 
their protest against the illegal arrest. Their small children were with them—a clear indication 
of their instinctive intent to immediately register protest with the police so that they could 
ensure the safety of their kin. It was the police who kidnapped Motasim from Saidabad, then 
indulged in abusive language and beat up people who had gathered at the police station to 
question the police action. Thus, the police had the malafide intention of instigating violence. 
Not only did the police cleverly manipulate the media from the illegal arrest but also spread 
such vilifications, which further prejudiced the people who had only gathered at the station 
against the kidnapping of their kin. } 

As the police put out the lights of the main entrance and resorted to lathi charge of women 
and children, assaulted them and physically prevented the women and children from rushing 
to the main building where the lights were on, the incited crowd expressed their anger with 
whatever came to their reach, fiercely resisting the violence against them. At this moment 
policewomen entered along with the electronic media to cover the so-called vandalisation 
of government property by the people, which was a deliberate twist of facts as has already 
been pointed out. The media sensationalized the whole incident by only reporting one side 
of the story while turning a blind eye to the atrocities on women; they gave more importance 
to the damage of furniture than to the dignity of the women who had gathered to express 
concern about the safety of their kin. 

The communal police also labelled them as militants and supporters of jihadis. The obliging 
media just parroted the statement of the police without even bothering to verify the facts. 
After vitiating the public opinion, it was easy for the police to arrest them and charge them 
falsely. All possible non-bailable charges have been put on them! It was a conspiracy of the 
police planned before hand, to defame and sabotage the democratic protest. 

Among the women arrested, some of them have heart ailments and high blood pressure. 
Some are minor girls. Some of the women were carrying their small children. All of them 
from the age group of 14 to 60 are behind bars. As of 9 March 2008, these women had 
already been behind bars for three nights and days. 

March 8, the International Women’s Day is an occasion for women across the world to 
express solidarity in their struggle to put an end to all forms of inequality, discrimination, 
mistreatment and oppression. But the communal fascist state has seen to it that these women 
belonging to the Muslim community be condemned to rot in jails for the only reason that 
they dared to question the unlawful act of the police. This smacks of double standards on 
the side of the government. It also speaks of the lawlessness prevalent in the state of Andhra 
Pradesh along with the way the Muslim community of the old city of Hyderabad has been 
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a page from history 


Letter of Shahid Sukhdev to Gandhi 


Most Gracious Mahatmaji, 


Recent reports show that since the successful termination of your peace negotiations 
you have made several public appeals to the revolutionary workers to call off their 
movement at least for the present and to give you a last chance to try your non-violent 
cult. As a matter of fact, the calling off of any movement is neither an ideological nor a 
sentimental act. It is the consideration of the peculiar needs of different times that force 
the leaders to change their tactics. 

Let us presume that at the time of peace parley, you did not overlook the fact even 
for a single moment, and did not make a secret of it, that this was not going to be the 
final settlement. | think all intelligent people would have understood quite easily that 
after the introduction of all the reforms you require, it would not be thought that the 
final stage was reached. The Congress is bound by its Lahore Resolution to carry on the 
struggle relentlessly till the complete independence is achieved. In face of that resolution, 
the peace and compromise is but a temporary truce which only means a little rest to 
organize better forces on a larger scale for the next struggle. The possibility of compromise 
and a truce can be imagined and justified in the light of the above consideration alone. 

As regards the proper opportunity and the conditions on which any truce can be 
effected, it rests with the leaders of the movement to decide. In face of the Lahore 
Resolution you have thought it expedient to call off the active movement for the present, 
but nevertheless that Resolution stands. Similarly, as is evident from the very name-the 
Hindustan Socialist Republican Party, the revolutionaries stand for the establishment of 
the Socialist Republic which is not a half-way house. They are bound to carry on the 
struggle till their goal is achieved and their ideal is consummated. But they would be 
quite apt to change their tactics according to the changing circumstances and 
environments. Revolutionary struggle assumes different shapes at different times. It 
becomes sometimes open, sometimes hidden, sometimes purely agitational and 
sometimes a fierce life-and-death struggle. 

In the circumstances, there must be special factors, the consideration of which may 
prepare the revolutionaries to call off their movement. But no such definite idea has 
been advanced by you. Mere sentimental appeals do not and cannot count much in the 
revolutionary struggles. 

Since your compromise you have called off your movement and consequently all of 
your prisoners have been released. But what about the revolutionary prisoners? 

Dozens of Ghadar party prisoners imprisoned since 1915 are still rotting in jails, in 
spite of having undergone the full terms of their imprisonments. Scores of martial law 
prisoners are still buried in these living tombs. And so are dozens of Babar Akali prisoners. 


Deogharh, Kakori, Machhua Bazaar and Lahore Conspiracy case prisoners are amongst 
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those numerous still locked behind bars. More than half a dozen conspiracy trials are 
going on at Lahore, Delhi, Chittagong, Bombay, Calcutta and elsewhere. Dozens of 
revolutionaries are absconding and amongst them are many females. More than half a 
dozen prisoners are actually waiting for their executions. 

What about all of these people? The three Lahore conspiracy case condemned 
prisoners, who have luckily come into prominence and who have acquired enormous 
public sympathy, do not form the bulk of the revolutionary party. Their fate.is not the 
only consideration before the party. As a matter of fact their executions are expected to 
do greater good than the commutation of their sentences. 

But in spite of all this, you are making public appeals asking them to call off their 
movement. Why should they do so? You have not mentioned any very definite thing. In 
these circumstances your appeals mean you are joining hands with the bureaucracy to 
crush that movement, and your appeals amount to preaching treachery, desertion and 
betrayal amongst them. If that were not the case, then the best thing for you would have 
been to approach some of the prominent revolutionaries and to talk over the whole 
thing with them. You ought to have tried to convince them to call off their movement. | 
do not think you also share the general conservative notion that the revolutionaries are 
devoid of reason, rejoicing in destruction and devastation. Let us inform you that in reality 
the case is quite the contrary. They always consider the pros and cons of every step they 
take and they fully realize the responsibility which they thus incur and they attach greater 
importance to the constructive phase of the revolutionary programme than to any other, 
though in the present circumstances they cannot but occupy themselves with the 
destructive part of their programme. 

The present policy of the Government towards them is to deprive them of the sympathy 
and ‘support of the masses which they have won in their movement, and then crush 
them. In isolation they can be easily hunted down. In face of that fact any sentimental 
appeal to cause demoralization amongst their ranks would be utterly unwise and counter- 
revolutionary. It would be rendering direct assistance to the Government to crush them. 

Therefore we request you to either talk to some revolutionary leaders-there are so 
many in jails-and come to terms with them or to stop these appeals. Please for goodness 
sake pursue one of these two alternative courses and pursue it wholeheartedly. 

If you cannot help them, then please have mercy on them. Leave them alone. They 
can better take care of themselves. They know that the hegemony of the revolutionary 
party in the future political struggle is assured. Masses are rallying round them and the 
day is not far off when they will be leading the masses under their banner towards their 
noble and lofty ideal-the Socialist Republic. 

Or if you seriously mean to help them, then have a talk with them to understand their 
point of view, and discuss the problem in detail. Hope you will kindly consider the above 
request and let your view be known publicly. 


Yours, 
ONE OF THE MANY Young India, 23-4-1931 
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Mohammad Maqbool Bhat 


Mohammad Maqbool Bhat was born in 1938 in Trehgam village in — 
Kupwara district of Jammu and Kashmir. After studying at the University | 
of Peshawar, Bhat went to Britain, where the Jammu Kashmir Liberation | 
Front (JKLF) was Originally founded in Birmingham, England. | 
Subsequently he joined the Jammu Kashmir National Liberation Front 
(JKNLF), which started out as the armed wing of the Plebiscite Front and was prominent in the 
armed uprising against occupation of the Indian State in Kashmir. 

Bhat was arrested and tried for the murder of Amar Chand, a CID official, in 1968. He was 
found guilty and sentenced to death by a special court in Jammu and Kashmir. Maqbool Bhat 
denied all charges except one, in which he was accused of crossing the ceasefire line in June 
1966 without a legal permit. Bhat held that he did not think it necessary to obtain a permit 
because he believed that he was moving from one part of Kashmir to another. That same year, 
Bhat, along with two others managed to dig a tunnel and escape from the Srinagar prison to 
Pakistan, where they were briefly arrested. 

Bhat returned to India in 1976, where he was soon captured. His earlier death sentence 
was still valid, and he petitioned the President of India Giyani Zail Singh for clemency on the 
grounds of an unfair trial. The Bench hearing the petition rejected Bhat’s prayer for a counsel 
of his choice. Bhat had expressed his desire to be represented by Pearey Lal Handoo instead of 
an amicus curie (a defence counsel provided by the State). 

On 23” July 1976, Bhat was transferred to Tihar Central Jail in Delhi where he was put under 
solitary confinement. In April 1981 Bhat was transferred to Ward No.16 known as the ‘death 
cell’ or ‘condemned cell’. In a petition filed in the High Court of Delhi, Bhat stated that he is 
“unable to see anything except a small patch of sky through the skylight of the outer cell... The 
inner cell... has an open lavatory and a concrete bathing tub within this space. .. rendering 
the whole area into a bathroom; a stinking smell emanating from ...the open lavatory and the 
whole place being virtually turned into a breeding spot for flies and mosquitoes... the summer 
heat turns the cell into a hot oven...” 

In its judgement, delivered on 6" of August 1982, the High Court observed that in view of 
the mercy petition pending before the President, Bhat cannot be classed as one ‘under sentence 
of death’ and therefore cannot be confined apart from other prisoners. The Court held that his 
transfer to the death cell on 27" April 1981 is “arbitrary and illegal”. 

However Bhat’s petition for clemency was rejected. He was executed in the Tihar Jail in 
New Delhi on 11" of February, 1984. Neither his remains nor his personal belongings were ever 
returned to his family. The population in Kashmir views him as a martyr, and in Srinagar his 
death anniversary is commemorated each year, often with a strike. Though whether Maqbool 
Bhat is termed as a martyred freedom fighter or anti-national terrorist depends on the 
perspective, for the people of Kashmir, he remains an iconic figure. His execution has been a 
turning point in the history of Kashmir, as the movement after his death increasingly took a 
more militant shape, challenging the military might of the Indian State. 


Living Death, Defying Death: 


A Report on Political Prisoners 


The most beautiful thing 
for those who have fought a whole life 
is to come to the end and say; 

we believed in people and life, 

and life and the people 

never let us down. 


Only in this way do men become men, 
women become women, 
fighting day and night 
for people and for life. 
—Otto Rene Castillo 
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